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JIM PATIKAS’ commitment to Australia for the 
Olympic Games has led to his placing a salary of 
-almost $100,000 a year on the line with AEK 


Athens. 
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Some months. ago ASW 
reported that Patikas told 
us by telephone from 
Athens: “Australia is my 
country, my home and my 
future.” 

To say that he has stuck 
by his word and his princi- 
ples is surely the under- 
statement of the year. 

Despite being offered 
$30,000 by AEK in extra 
pay above and beyond his 
salary and bonuses, Pati- 
kas decided he had to come 
back to Australia to 
Participate in the Olympic 


PURCHASE your 


Southdown Press. 
This me: 


Games campaign. 

Certainly the presence 
of Patikas, the former 
attacking midfielder of 
Sydney Croatia and Syd- 
ney Olympic, along with 
David Mitchell of 
Feyenoord, will drama- 
tically improve the Win- 
field Socceroos’ chances of 
qualifying. 

The Winfield Soccer- 
oos, Israel, New Zealand 
and Chinese Taipei will be 


ANNUAL OUT NOW! 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 


ANNUAL at your favourite newsagent this 
week. Don’t miss it! 

It covers Soccer across Australia from 
the Winfield Socceroos, the West End NSL, 
ALL the State Leagues and through the 
other main sectors of the game. 

ASW’s Victorian distribution is being 
greatly widened and will be handled by 


a slight delay in the Annual 
being available in Victorian newsagent, 
but it is well worth waiting for! 84 action 
packed pages for a low $2.50. 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER ANNUAL ... at your newsagent now 
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JIMMY PATIKAS in full flight for AEK of Athens in Greece. After fleeing back 


to Australia over the weekend his career in Greece presents problems. 


Georgie strikes a hurdle 


SUNSHINE George 
Cross coach John 
Gardiner has con- 


firmed that his club is 
no longer interested in 
signing two players 
from Brisbane City. 

In another set-back for 
the Melbourne club skip- 
per Jeff Faulkner has 


announced that he is 
“hanging up his NSL 
boots.” 


Gardiner refused to di- 
vulge the names of the 
Brisbane pair but said 
negotiations had ended. 

“One’s wife wasn’t keen 
on coming to Melbourne 
and the other player just 
had no ambition,” Gardin- 
er told ASW. 

ASW’s Queensland cor- 
respondent Greg Russell 
believes one of the un- 
named pair to be Kieron 
Cooper. 

Meanwhile, 32-year-old 
Faulkner has told ASW he 
is quitting the NSL for 
“mainly work related” 
Teasons. 


BY GREG BLAKE 


Faulkner joins _long- 
time midfielder Roger 
Bain, who retired pre-sea- 
son, and central defender 
Steve Richardson who re- 
turned to Scotland last 
week. 


Faulkner is taking up an 
accounting course that will 
mean little time to devote 
to his career. 

“Tl certainly miss all 
the guys there,” he said. 

Sean Parton is expected 
to be named as captain 
later this week. 

But not all the news at 
Chaplin Reserve is bad. 

Heidelberg’s Chris Ket- 
sakidis is expected to sign 
with Georgie this week in a 
$9,000 deal. 

“We've spoken to him 
and his club and come to 
terms and it’s just a matter 
of getting some money 
together,” Gardiner said 
on Monday. 

Former George Cross 
ace goalscorer Ossie Latif 
is also keen to return to the 
club after a season with 


Albion Rovers in the 
Victorian first division. 


This week Chris Taylor, 
out with a broken bone in 
his foot, has had the plaster 
off his injury and isn’t far 
away from a return. 


And for the club’s next 
match away at South Mel- 
bourne both Parton and 
Andrew Marth will be 
available after suspension. 


Despite two wins and a 
draw from three outings 
Gardiner isn’t getting car- 
tied away with the up-turn 
in fortunes. 


“T still think we'll prob- 
ably struggle a bit but it’s 
nice to get some points on 
the board,” he said. 


“At least now we’re get- 
ting some competition for 
places in the team.” 


Gardiner says he is 
pleased with the early form 
of his other two newest 
signings John Waddell and 
big Aki Kotzamichalis. 


of matters in Soccer that are moving along in 
the right direction. 

This is particularly so because they cover some very 
important issues in the game. 

Quite obviously superhuman efforts have been made to 
ensure that the Winfield Socceroos will field the best possi- 
ble team in the Olympic Games qualifying round. 

It has taken no small effort to secure Jim Patikas and 
David Mitchell for the series, but the service that the team 
receives from them could well be the turning point and lead 
to victory. 

The Olympic matches for Austriaia begin in Melbourne 
mext Sunday. That the team needs every support to help 
them over the hurdles that will take them through to Seoul 
in September should requrie no emphasis. 

No stone should be left unturned to bring in other lead- 
ing players for the Bicentennial Gold Cup. 

In particular there is Eddie Krncevic, and in addition 
there are moves under way regarding Craig Johnston and 
Tony Dorigo. 

The latter pair, although originally Australian citizens, 
have become Britishers in orde to advance their football 
careers. 

Therein lies good reason for controversy, but those who 
are against these players appearing for Australia as guest 
should realise that argument runs for as well as against. 

It has rightly been pointed out that there are players who 
recieve outstanding incomes from Australian Soccer. 

However, it remains incontrovertable that the glamour 
and the big money goes to those who make the grade in 
Europe. 

And so some of Australia’s top products will be drawn 
there. 

Australia needs an absolute super team to put on a show- 
ing against Argentine and Brazil. 

Somewhere the responsibility of turning the financial 
side of the Bicentennial Gold Cup into an absolute success 
rests. 

If it is not a complte winner then Australian Soccer at 
international level could be shattered. 

To run the other argument, it can be said that only 
qualified Australian players should compete in an Austra- 
lian shirt. 

On balance a tremendous show has to staged to bring in 
the public. Maradona’s presence would carry the day, but 
in any event a first class display of world class football is 
vital. 

It would be difficult to blame the administration if they 
go all out for a major presentation, with these two players- 
who have distinct Australian connections. 

This is far from the perfect solution, but many players 
will get a game if inevitable injuries occur. 

Turning to the West End National Soccer League, one of 
the major moves this year was to create a situation in which 
skilful football could flourish. 

It appeared at the start of the season that the plan would 
be ruined by excessive use of red and yellow cards. 

The evidence is now turning the other way, and, 
although it is early days, it seems that the clean-up cam- 
paign could have the desired effect. 

Soccer based on outstanding skill and teamwork must 
be better than a scenario in which the hacker and the 
unskilled dominate. 

A third area being improved is within the State Federa- 
tions where planning could lead to vastly improved State 
Leagues. 

In this area it is essential that a achievable goals be set for 
the leading clubs. 

Big improvements must be made, but not at a greater 
pace then realism permits. 

There are clubs who can rightly point with pride to their 
semi-professionalism. 

There are competitor clubs that are part of the future of 
the game and who have more limited resources. 

Unless the whole situation is weighed up and planned 
correctly the results could be counter-productive. 


CANBERRA Griffins have signed Australian In- 
stitute of Sport assistant coach Gary Cole for 
the 1988 season. 


[- is extremely gratifying to observe a number 


With the AIS now playing most of its competitive 
games in midweek he has seized the opportunity to turn 
out for the steadily improving Griffins. 

The signing, at the Le Cafe coffee lounge in Belcon- 
nen Mall, owned by longtime Griffins supporter Con 
Poulos, was made possible after protracted negotia- 
tions with Victorian League club Croydon City, the last 
club to hold Cole’s contract before his retirement. 


el SN 
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Olympians 
in smash 


BY 

JOHN ECONOMOS 
TWO Sydney Olympic 
stars were last week- 
end involved in a car 
smash just a day before 
they were due to play 
the visiting South Mel- 
bourne Hellas. 

Gary Phillips and Mar- 
shall Soper were stopped 
at traffic lights in the Syd- 
ney suburb of Croydon 
Park. 

An Asian drove straight 
into the back of Soper’s 
car, lunging both players 
forward violently. 

“It scared the living day- 
lights out of both of us,” 
Phillips told ASW _ last 
night. 

“Luckily Marshall has a 
tow-bar on his car which 
helped reduce the dam- 
ages,” Phillips added. 

But 24 hours later, both 
players weren't so lucky. 

Immediately after the 
South Melbourne match, 
Phillips was nursing a nasty 
knee injury with an ice- 
pack. 

Soper over the other 
side of the Olympic dress- 
ing rooms came out of the 
clash with a corked thigh 


muscle. 


VICTORIAN 


ADVERTISING 


Prominent Heidelberg 
player George Katsakis 
is handling our Mel- 
bourne advertising. 

Contact him on (03) 
416 1255 for your 
advertising in Austra- 
lia’s major Soccer news- 
paper. 

In Sydney, telephone 
John Economos (02) 
660 2033 for service. 


AUSTRALIAN 


Zarko may be back — 
from obscurity 


From FRANK SCICLUNA 


ONE of the greatest imports ever to come to Aus- 
tralia has almost been forced into a premature 
retirement after a long, drawn out dispute with 


his club. 


Zarko Odzakov was once described by Rale 
Rasic as “the most complete player in the coun- 
try,” while Socceroo boSs Frank Arok has regared 
him as a valued member of the national squad 


since making his debut for Australia against Vas- 


co da Gama in 1985. 
Fans, players and 
coaches alike still see 


Odzakov as the type of 
skilful player who can win 
a game with a touch of un- 
expected brilliance but, as 
he admitted this week, “I 
might have reached a stage 
where there is no other 
alternative but to retire. 


“Talks with Sydney 
Croatia have so far failed 
to resolve the situation and 
negotiations with a couple 
of other clubs have come to 
nothing. 


“The season is now well 
on the way and all coaches 
have completed their 
squads. With nowhere to 
go, I may have to call it 
quits.” 

It’s really a great pity 
that a league which is 
crying out for players with 
skilful techniques such as 
Odzakov has to offer can- 
not find a way to accomo- 
date him. 


Since coming to Austra- 
lia in 1983 from Yugosla- 
via’s Vardar Skopje, 
Odzakov has made a huge 
impact first with Preston 
then with Sydney Croatia 
and the Socceroos. 


His transfer to Croatia 
did much to lift the club to 
its present stature but un- 
less late agreement is 
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reached there would have 
to be a parting. 

Since his dispute with 
the club came to a head a 
couple of months ago, 
Odzakov has kept in train- 
ing with Marconi until his 
future was sorted out. 

But now, as he was 
threatening to give it all 
away, the 33-year-old mid- 
field maestro’s career may 
have been re-opened at the 
last minute, as the club is 
ready for a final discussion 
with him tonight. 


ZARKO ODZAKOV — during an international. 
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URUGUAY 1930 TO MEXICO 1986 


50 years of spectacular sports action of the greatest game of them all. 


Superb profiles of stars like PELE and DIEGO MARADONA, portraits of 
team managers like HELMUT SCHOEN and CESAR LUIS MENOTTI, 
behind the scenes discussions with referees like CLIVE THOMAS of 
Wales and ARNOLD CUELHO of Brazil. 
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THE SUN Britain's biggest 
selling newspaper said, 

“A WORLD CUP CRACKER 
— A MUST FOR FANS OF 
ALL AGES 

— WORLDWIDE" 
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SOCCEROOS’ RING 
OF CONFIDENCE 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 
THE 20 man Winfield Socceroos squad just 
announced has a strong feel, despite the absence 
of injured defenders Robbie Dunn and Graham 


Jennings. 

The unavailability of 
this experienced pair has 
brought Alan Hunter and 
Robert Hooker into the 
squad. 

Fortunately Alan 
Davidson is fit again to 
cover for Jennings in the 
main line-up. 

Paul Wade has been in 
rare form, and the addition 
of Jim Patikas must height- 
en the already. confident 
feeling amongst the 
players. 


Winfield 
Socceroos 


Jeff Olver, Wally Savor, Alan 
Davidson, Charlie Yankos, Gary 
McDowall, Paul Wade, Oscar 
Crino, Jim Patikas, Frank Farina, 
Graham Amold, John Kosmina, 
Mike Gibson, Robert Hooker, 
Alex Tobin, Andy Koczka, Alan 
Hunter, Tom McCulloch, Mike 
Petersen, Ollerenshaw, 
David Mitchell. 


Jeng-Tsair Chiou, Jung- 
Tsung Liu, Yung-! Pan, Kuo- 
Ming Wu, Ren-Chemg Hwang, 
Yu-Jan Chiou, Wen-Hsu Lin, Fu- 
Yuang Chen, Yi-Wen Wang, 
Chun-Lung Wang, Chau-Hin 
Wu, Chin-Sheng Ko, Jung-Hug 
Chen, Chi-Min Hou, [Shiu 
Chien, Yie Cheng Liu, Sing-An 
Chen, Kuo-Feng Huang, Tzu- 
Hung Tseng, Chin-Chung Maio, 
Chih-Hong Lin, Yu Chen, Chin- 
Chang Hong, Chi-Jui Hsieh. 


Andy Koczka, the hard 
working utility man, may 
receive the chance to show 
his wares against Chinese 
Taipei. 

Coach Frank Arok has 
tremendous faith in the fu- 
ture of Alex Tobin, and his 
day should come. 

The big test will arrive if 
No 1 goalkeeper Jeff Olver 
has to stand down, because 
Mike Gibson’s internatio- 
nal experience has been 
limited. 

He may however grab 
the chance if it comes his 
way. 


New Zealand 


| 


i, Uri 

Eliamu Cohen, Moshe tzenberg. 
Eliezer Driekes, Menashe Simo- 
nof, Shalom Tikva, Avincam 
Ovadia, Avraham Cohen, Yaron 


Offer, Avi Hadad. 


OLYMPIC GAMES 


Elimination Round 
Wednesday March 2 
Chinese Tapel/Ausiralia v Western Samoa 


Referee: Richard Lorenc (Australia) 


QUALIFYING SERIES 


Sun. March 6 OLYMPIC PARK 
New Zealand v Chinese Taipei 6.30pm 


Len McK Vv 


Bench Marks 


JUVENTUS: 
FROM THE SHOULDER COACH... 


THE controversial debate about playing ‘sys- 


tems’ must be put to rest. 


incessantly we hear about 4-4-2 or 4-3-3- sys- 
tems and it’s about time we ended our obses- 


sion with such. 
Formations are neither 


attacking or defending 


— games are won and lost by players alone. 
Reading match reports I’m often confused 
and bewildered at all the jargon and technical 


double-talk. 
During my training ye 


ars as a coach it was 


constantly impressed upon me that no system 


will cater for inaccurate passing, poor shooting | 


or receiving. 


No elaborate system will allow for players 


who will not or cannot run or support each 
other in attack or defence. 5 


An education in Soccer 
in any other field in th 


required only to realise that relatively few prin- 


ciples are involved. 


The more they are studied the more simple f) 


the game becomes. 


is similar to education 
at enormous study is 


So why is it that a simple game is constantly 


being made complicated? 
In Soccer there is no 


place for complication, | 


double-talk or fatuous opinions. 
Broken down to basics it’s a matter of — in 


attack possession of the 
thing. 


Then it depends on how, when and where the B= 


ball is played forward and 


ball determines every- 7 


supported. 


In defence it becomes a matter of how, when 


SOCCEROOS DOMINATE 
AGAINST CHINESE TAIPEI 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


AUSTRALIA battered away at a packed Chinese Taipei defence for 80 per 
cent of the Olympic Games qualifying match, but in the end had to be con- 
tent with a no more than adequate 3-0 win at Bruce Stadium on Friday night. 


Overall, the Winfield 
Socceroos won 60 on 
aggregate. 


The win brought them a 
step closer to Seoul in the 
Olympic Games  qual- 
ifying tournament, but 
coach Frank Arok will no 
doubt feel happier with 
Overseas stars Jim Patikas 
and David Mitchell in- 
volved at the far tougher 
hurdles of Israel and New 
Zealand next month. 

No matter who comes in 
from around the world, 
one home player neeed 
have no fears for his place, 
Marconi’s Frank Farina. 

The former Canberra 
City and Sydney City strik- 
er turned it on from the 
first few minutes on his re- 
turn to his old stamping 
ground at Bruce Stadium, 
and delighted the crowd 
with his exciting skills, 

It was obvious he was 
the man to prise the way 
through the jungle of blue 
shirts in the Taipei penalty 
area, and he did it in the 
36th minute with a 


penetrating run down the 
right, followed by a cross 


for Graham Arnold to 
head home from close 
Tange. 


The Socceroos’ second, 
after an hour of play, was a 
strange affair. 


Defender Alan David- 
son hoisted a cross into the 
Taipei penalty _area, 
goalkeeper Huang Kuo- 
Feng made a mess of 
gathering the ball under 
pressure from Farina, in- 
stead pushing it down be- 
hind him. 

Lin Chin-Ching hooked 
it back out but referee 
Goplin Kanna of Fiji ruled 
it had already crossed the 
line. 

Arok said afterwards 
that Farina had got his 
head to the ball in the con- 
fusion and should have 
been awarded the goal. 

Amold capped a work- 
manlike performance with 
his second in the 72nd mi- 
nute, positioning himself 
perfectly as Mike Peterson 
took the ball to the line and 
hooked it back for the Syd- 
ney Croatia striker to tap 
home. 


Taipei’s rare excursions 
into Socceroos’ territory 
were carried out by their 
lively frontmen Chien 
T’Shu and Chen Sing-An, 
both with a fair turn of 
speed but neither able to 
seriously worry a defence 
well handled by captain 
Charlie Yankos. 


Arok described _ the 
game as a good workout. 


“I counted about 15 
scoring chances and many 
were missed because we 
have yet to learn pati- 
ence,” he said, 


“I am not so concerned 
about our problems with a 
packed defence as the 
teams we meet next will be 
trying to beat us, and will 
therefore play a more open 
game.” 


CHINESE TAIPEI: Huang Liu 
Hou, Lin Wu, Liu, Chiou, Wu, 
yee: Ko, Wang, Chien, Chen, 

in. 


REFEREE: G Kanna. 
‘CROWD: 2,500. 


The Socceroos line up for the match v Chinese Taipei in Canberra. From 
left: Gary McDowall, Paul Wade, Wally Savor, Mike Petersen, Graham 


h the ball is won back and support Arnold, Oscar Crino, John Kosmina, Frank Farina, Alan Davidson, Jeff 
ea titel suceiire "applied: a Olver and Charlie Yankos. Photo courtesy of Neil Hummel. 


It really is that simple and no amount of 
caring about 4-2-2 or 4-3-3 will change that. 

It’s a case of one player against another — the 
man in possession against the nearest oppo- 
nant. / 
It is how each either player exploits the time H 
and space between each other and how these 
players are supported. 

Based on these principles the successful 
teams do the hard things well and the easy 
things even better. 


Referee: S. Takada (Japan) 


Australia v israel 8.30pm 


Referee: H. Silva Arci (Chile) 


Wed. March 9 HINDMARSH STADIUM 
New Zealand v Israel 7pm 


Referee: A. Snoddie (Northern Ireland) 


Australia v Chinese Taipei 9pm 


Referee: S. Takada (Japan) 


Sun. March 13 SYDNEY FOOTBALL STADIUM 
Israel v Chinese Taipei 2pm 


Referee: A. Snoddie (Northern Ireland) 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


CHAMPIONSHIPS TOUR 
11-26 JUNE IN GERMANY 


Australia v New Zealand 4pm = 
Referee: H. Silva Arci (Chile) E uropean Titles GROUP 1 West Germany — Italy — Denmark — Spain 
Sun. March 20 CHRISTCHURCH GROUP 2 England — Ireland — Holland — Russia 
x a a 15 Games in Total 
Australia v Israel une ; : Se 
Rmereb G Santice (Switseriend) Thrills in 4 n Lufthansa flights, 18 nights accommodation twin 
New Zealand v Chinese Talpel YOU will have the trip of a lifetime if you join the share, tickets and coaches to all matches, including, 
Referee: D. Syme (Scotland) tour being arranged for June by Profi Tours of semi finals and final plus a free return 
Wed. March 23 WELLINGTON Crows Nest, Sydney. trip from Germany to 
Israel v Chinese Taipei The European Football coach trips to matches most European Capitals. 
Z RA Championships run from which include semi-finals ats 1 1 
Reteree: H. Ulloa Morera (Costa Rica) June 11/26 in Germany and finals are part of the Limited Seats! Hurry! 
New Zealand v Australia and you could be in the package. Ask for Michael 
Roferes: G. Sandos (Switzerland) re ae matches that Include in the deal is a —, 3 
5 bonus return trip from lume Street, 
Sun. March 27 AUCKLAND Group 1. matches. ue” Ganmiiy wocimece Exe z ‘ese eas —— 
Australia v Chinese Taipel clude West Germany, pean capital cities. rows Nest, e 
Referee: D. Syme (Scotland) Italy, Demos a spam: The number of seats is Tel.: (02) 438 2977 aD 
and Group 2 England, Ire- jimited — contact Michael 
New Zealand v Israel land, Holland and Russia. at Profi Tours. on (02) Fax.: (02) 436 2000 


Referee: H. Ulloa Morera (Costa Rica) 18 nights accomodation 


twin share, tickets and 


438 2977 for full arrange- 
ments and details. 
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Masterful Meier 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 
GARY MEIER, Sydney Olympic’s gentle giant 
goalkeeper, pulled off three spectacular saves to 
get his side out of great trouble against visiting 
South Melbourne in a 0-0 draw at Sydney's Parra- 
matta Stadium on Sunday. 


Despite the match en- 
ding goalless, it was a 
spectacular.contest. 

Meier, the only surviv- 
ing player from the first 
match played in the NSL 
back in 1977, was absolute- 
ly superb. 

South Melbourne 
charged at Sydney Olym- 
pic throughout the first 
session, repeatedly rip- 
ping the home defence 
apart. 

The sixth minute saw 
Olympic’s left midfielder 
Grant Lee clout a lethal 
cross from the left flank 
that zipped just inches 


over the top of South’s 
crossbar. 


Four minutes later 
South’s international mid- 
fielder, Paul Wade, 
screwed a point blank 
chance over the top of 
Olympic’s bar. 

South’s deadly __left- 


back, Angie Postecoglou, 
latched on to a nice ball 
from Steve Tassios in the 
15th minute. Postecoglou 
raced into the box and let 
fly a vicious shot from close 
range, but Meier spread 
himself very well and clip- 
ped the ball away from the 
goal with his right out- 


ix} 


stretched boot. 

The Victorians were in 
complete control for the 
entire first half but Olym- 
pic refused to buckle under 
South’s relentless 
pressure. 

Five minutes after the 
break, South’s Danny 
Wright rifled in a powerful 
shot from an angle on the 
right side but saw his effort 
blocked by Meier. 

Two minutes later 
Olympic were again under 
threat. 

Wright raced down the 
middle as Meier raced off 
his line to close down the 
angles. Wright slipped 
past a stranded Meier out- 
side his box and the ball 
rolled towards the goal 
line. From nowhere, 
Olympic’s right-back 
Davie Barrett chased the 
ball and just managed to 
kick it off the goal-line. 


Eight minutes after the 
break Olympic’s coach, 
Eddie Thomson, made a 
team change. Thomson 
brought on Jason Polak to 
replace for John Koch. 

Polak’s appearance 
brought _ stability and 
direction to the Olympic 
midfield. 

The Sydney team, after 
being on the ropes for 
aimost an hour, came 
alive. Kosmina crossed 
from the right flank to- 
wards the back post, Soper 
climbed high to nod the 
ball down towards Abaas 
Saad. He shot, but the ball 
hit goalkeeper Con Giatas’ 
outstretched body. 

The 69th minute saw 
South’s Paul Trimboli 
blast a shot at the target, 
but Meier yet again saved 
with his outstretched boot. 


The ball flew off Meier’s 
foot back out-and into the 
air as Wright raced in to 
smash a strong header only 
three metres out. 

Meier, unbelievably- 
,picked himself up off the 
floor and dived sharply to 
his right to just get the tip 
of his glove to the ball and 
lift it over the crossbar for a 
world class save. 

The 72nd minute saw 
Polak gather possession 28 
metres out. With Barrett 
free wide on his right and 
the cover defence moving 
already towards Barrett, 
Polak dropped his right hip 
before slamming a rocket- 
ting 25 metre drive on 
target. 

Giatas barely managed 
to glove the danger up onto 
his crossbar as the ball 
bounced straight down but 
rolled out. 

With one minute left of 
play Wright broke away 
and crossed into the box 
for Trimboli. Trimboli met 
the cross with a strong 
header from only two 
yards out, but the magnifi- 
cent Meier flew across to 
again lift the danger over 
the top. 

South’s coach, Brian 
Garvey, stated after the 
match: “That was a great 
game with both goalkeep- 
ers starring. We were al- 


ways willing to attack.” 
Thomson was less 
pleased. 

“Our defence was 


tubbish and there will be 
changes, believe me,” he 
said. 


(Polak Saad, Pontidas 
(Patalis 81st), Phillips, Lee, Sop- 
er, Kosmina. 

SOUTH MELBOURNE: 


Glatas, Hilley, Blair, Postecog- 
lou, Wade, Tassios, Foster 


(Mihall 81st), Trimboll, Wright, 
Tsolakis. 


REFEREE: R Davies. 
‘CROWD: 3,834. 
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MELBOURNE CROATIA 1 (P Murphy) PRESTON 
O at Olympic Park. Crowd: 2000. 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 0 SOUTH MELBOURNE 0 at 


Parramatta Stadium. Crowd: 3834. 

SUNSHINE GEORGE CROSS 3 (D MacLaren, L 
Carter, J Markovski) BRUNSWICK 3 (J Palatsides 
2, C Egan) at Chaplin Reserve. Crowd: 2500. 
FOOTSCRAY 0 drew with WOLLONGONG 0 at 
Schintler Reserve. Crowd: 2861. 
APIA-LEICHHARDT 2 (P Tredinnick, H Phillips) 
BRISBANE LIONS 0 at Lambert Park. Crowd: 
1300. 

SYDNEY CROATIA 1 (C Foster) ADELAIDE CITY 
0 at Croatian Sports Centre. Crowd: 3595. 
MARCONI 3 (S Calderan, | Gray, F Farina) ST 
GEORGE 1 (S Ollerenshaw) at Marconi Stadium. 
Crowd: 1907. 


FRANK FARINA 
WARREN SPINK 
RANDELL EASTHORPE 
CHARLIE EGAN 

PAUL MURPHY 

SCOTT OLLERENSHAW 
JOE PALATSIDES 
BRETT DRUERY 

ANDY KOCZKA 

TOM PONTIDAS 
RUSSELL STEWART 
PAUL TRIMBOL! 

GARY CLARK 

JEFF AINSWORTH 
KEVIN HAGAN 
IANGRAY 
DONMcLAREN 


Marconi 
Footscray JUST 
Wollongong 
Brunswick Juve 
Melbourne Croatia 
StGeorge 
Brunswick 
Brisbane Lions 
StGeorge 
Sydney Olympic 
Brisbane Lions 
South Melbourne 
Sunshine 
Wollongong 
StGeorge 
Marconi 
Sunshine 
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Murphy strikes late 


BY JOHN MANGAN 


A DRAMATIC lIast-minute goal by recent recruit 
Peter Murphy gave Melbourne Croatia a narrow 
1-0 victory over Preston Makedonia on Sunday 
night at Olympic Park. 

With the crowd resigned to a goalless draw, Croatia 
produced a touch of last-minute magic to snatch both 
points. 

Midfielder Alan Scott made room just outside the box 
in the 89th minute and pushed the ball forward to Mur- 
phy,a $1000 buy from Perth Azzurri in the close-season. 

He dragged the ball across the face of goal past three 
Makedonia defenders and hit a shot on the turn which 
edged past keeper Phil Trianides into the back of the net. 

Until then the match had been a dour affair, with both 
teams uninspired. 

Last week, Croatia were hammered 4-1 at Wollongong 
while Makedonia have been going through a horror- 
stretch — failing to score a league goal so far this year. 


Though barely off the plane, Macedonian import Saso 
Petkovski was given a run before being substituted by 
Michael Brian in the 63rd minute. He lacked match-fit- 
ness and will take time to adapt to the more physical 
Australian style. 

Melbourne Croatia were also showing off a new sig- 
ning, Theo Selemidis, who they bought last’ week from 
relegated Heidelberg. Like Petkoyski, Selemidis failed 
to see out the 90 minutes, coming off in the 59th minute 
with a strained thigh. 

While Croatia’s Socceroos, keeper Jeff Olver and full- 
back Alan Davidson, performed solidly, the team’s best 
on the day was midfielder Josip Biskic, whose darting 
runs down the right flank caused havoc in the Preston 
defence. 

The game could well have swung Preston’s way had 
Steve Smith converted an opportunity in the 42nd 
minute. 

Smith raced into the box and only a brilliant full-length 
diving save by Olver denied him. 

Meanwhile, Croatia continues its efforts to strengthen 
the squad. 

While negotiations to transfer Ivan Duzel from Croa- 
tian-backed State League outfit St Albans Dinamo have 
reached a stalemate, officials are hopeful that following a 
tribunal hearing they will be able to bolster the midfield 
with youth international Anthony Grbac who is seeking a 
move from Brunswick Juventus. 

MELBOURNE CROATIA: Otver, Davidson, Heys, Dobson, Selemi- 
dis (Vaientic 60th), , Lewis 

(vs n Donnelly, (Talejic 75th), Biskic, Scott, 


Marconi regain halance 


BY FRANK COLETTA 


Danny Crainie (Wollongong) clears the danger against Footscray. Pic — 


Carmelo Bazzano. 


MARCONI displayed on Sunday night the sort of form that suggests they 
might have shrugged off some of their recent disappointing performances 
— accounting for St George 3-1 at Bossley Park. 


“It’s all a matter of get- 


ting the right balance,” 
suggested coach Berti 
Mariani. “We've taken a 
little time to get full into 
stride but now things are 
happening out on the field 
just as we try them at 
training.” 

One of those well-re- 
hearsed moves paid di- 
vidends after 18 minutes 
when central defender 
Steve Calderan struck a 
Tare goal. 

“Tt was a change in tac- 
tics,” Calderan said later. 
“Usually I head straight 
to the near post at corners, 
this time I was right in the 
middle and when the ball 
fell for me I just smacked it 
on the volley, with my left 
foot what’s more.” 

The finish was exem- 
plary from the Ian Gray 
corner and Mike Gibson 
had no chance. 

But it hadn't been all 
plain sailing for the Fair- 
fielders up till then, nor 
would it prove so after the 
goal. 

Already Peter Petkovs- 
ki had forced a brilliant 
point-blank stop from Bob 
Catlin and a couple of 
minutes later a fierce shot 


by Allan Pottier forced the 
young goalkeeper to de- 
flect the ball around the 


post. 
After 27 minutes Cal- 
deran’s influence kept 


Marconi in the lead. A 
mix-up in defence saw 
Scott Ollerenshaw race in 
to intercept a backpass by 
Gerry Gomez which had 
eluded Catlin. The young 
Socceroo was just put off 
enough by Calderan’s de- 
sperate challenge and the 
ball hit the post. 

Nine minutes later Cal- 
deran came to the rescue 
again. Catlin went up to 
collect a Craig Moffitt 


cross but fumbled, the ball - 


fell for Kevin Hagan but 
his shot only found Calder- 
an standing a metre off the 
goal-line. 

The home side made 
their good fortune pay 
dividends a minute later 
when David Lowe bril- 
liantly set up Ian Gray. 
Lowe, in his first match 
back from a hip injury, col- 
lected a rebound from 
Gibson and dummied the 
keeper before squaring the 
ball to the unmarked 
Gray, who thrashed home 
high into the net. 


Lions’ John Ogden runs away from Apia‘’s Peter 


Tredinnick. Photo by Frank Saya. 


St George’s determined 
second half fightback went 


ahead without the un- 
fortunate Peter 
Petkovski, who suffered 


an asthma attack during 
the half-time break. 

The Saints came out 
with all guns blazing but 
for the best part Marconi 
weathered the storm 
admirably. 

In fact as the visitors 
came out in search of a goal 
Marconi often broke away 
on the counter. Soon after 
the resumption Gerry 
Gomez had a ‘goal’ disal- 
lowed for offside, despite a 
fine one-two with Frank 
Farina. 


Farina strode away just 
after the hour mark via a 
superb Lowe pass, only to 
be blatantly fouled just 
outside the area by 
St.George’s Korean im- 
port — Choi Kyeong-Sik 
as he went for goal. 

Minutes later Farina re- 
turned the compliment to 
Lowe and the chunky 
striker put his shot wide 
with only Gibson to beat. 

The Fairfield side had 
just then started to slacken 
off in defence and inside a 
couple of minutes 
Ollerenshaw had two good 
chances. The first he mis- 
sed, but he made amends 
in the 79th minute, when 
he burst through a slack 
Marconi defence to bury 
his shot. 


Almost inevitably Fari- 
na put himself on the 
scoresheet with only 
seconds remaining. 

Gray raced away down 
the right flank and ham- 
mered over a cross that 
Gibson missed completely 
and David Green only 
managed to sky his clear- 
ance before Farina beat 
the charge from Paul Car- 
ter and Peter Katholos to 
get the final touch for the 


goal. 

MARCONI Fairfield: Catlin, 
Gomez, , Henderson, 
Calderan, Mason (Carter 67), 


los, Lowe. 
ST GEORGE BSC: Gibson, 


George Cross 
revitalised 


BY PETER DESIRA 


BRUNSWICK Juventus put a slight dampener 
on what was the most exciting game seen in 
Melbourne in the 1988 NSL season by using 
delaying tactic in injury time to protect a 3-3 
draw with Sunshine George Cross at Chaplin 
Reserve. 

Juve’s back four strolled the ball from one side of the 
park to the other and back again without ing any 
attempt to play it forward and were booed off the 
pitch by the crowd. 5 

On Sunday, Cross dominated the match for long- 
periods and had enough clearcut chances that Juve 
decided, with five minutes to go, that a point was better 
than none and protecting the result was more important 
than being reckless in the closing stages. 

The fact that Cross achieved a draw without two 
regular defenders — Shaun Parton and Andrew Marth 
— who were both suspended, should served as a war- 
ning for other teams visiting Chaplin Reserve this year. 
George Cross has quietly built a reasonably strong side 
without splashing big money about. 

It has gained a cool customer in strapping sweeper 
John Waddell, who gave a polished display with some 
timely interceptions and excellent distribution. 

The height of the Scottish import and that of the 
other new signing Aki Kotzamichallis will ensure that 
Cross will not concede too many goals from aerial 
duels. 

In midfield, Les Carter gave his best performance 
since siging for Cross from Green Gully and Don 
MacLaren appears to have discovered a nose for goals 
not previously apparent in the time he has been with 
the club since coming down from Canberra. 

Joe Palatsides was a real beaver up front for Juventus 
and is turning out to be the perfect foil for Charlie Egan 
with his non-stop running. 

In this game where he was directly opposed to hik 
cousin Kotzamichalis, he got two goals to bring his 
overall tally to five NSL league goals. 

He-will go a long time before grabbing as good a goal 
as his second, when he hit a wickedly dippling shot 
from outside the area which eluded the outstretched 
arms of Sean Keogh and just snuck in under the cross- 
bar. That goal, four minutes from half time, made the 
scores 2-2 and brought a tremendous finish to an unbe- 
lievable first half. 

Palatsides had broken the deadlock im the second 
minute when he ran onto a poorly headed half-clear- 
ance to drive his shot past Keogh from imside the box 
following a freekick by Fab Incantalupo. 

George Cross took only three minutes to level at 1-1 
and Chris Bambridge deserves credit for his refereeing. 

Bambridge applied the advantage rule to perfection, 
waving play on even though John Markovski had clear- 
ly been fouled by Peter Lewis as MacLaren ran onto 
the loose ball to place his angled shot past Marrama. 

MacLaren played a part as Cross hit the lead for the 
first time in the 24th minute. 

His lay-off found Carter and the midfielder hit a 
screamer from outside the area giving Marrama no 
chance to save. 

Mark Lennon started the move for Cross’ third goal, 
supplying a cross from the right. Gary Clark pulled the 
ball down and fended off a challenge before laying the 
ball wide for John Markovski to hit a shot past Marra- 
ma from the left side of the six yard box. 

The final goal of the match came from Egan in the 
73rd minute. 


SUNSHINE GEORGE CROSS: Keogh, Faulkner, Kotzamichalis, 
Waddell, Campel], Markovac, MacLaren, Carter, Markovski, Clark, 
Lennon. 


BRUNSWICK JUVENTUS: Marrama, Lewis, McDowall, Brown, 
Marley, Zinni (McGrellis 79th), Durakovic (Lane 69th), Petersen, 
Incantalupo, Egan, Palatsides. 

REFEREE: Chris Bambridge (Vic). 

Attendance: 2486. 
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THE MOST FAMOUS SOCCER 
BALL IN THE WORLD 


Now with a 2 year guarantee 


OFFICIAL BALL ENDORSED 
BY THE NATIONAL SOCCER 
LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA 


Foster goal 
sinks Adcity 


By KEITH GILMOUR 
SYDNEY CROATIA 
downed Adelaide City 
1-0, but they should 
have collected a whole 
hatful of goals when 
the teams met at the 
Croatian Sports Centre 
on Sunday. 

The game was played for 
the most part in searing 
heat and high humidity, 
but the first half in particu- 
lar produced plenty of 
action. 

Croatia had to content 
themselves with a 3,595 
crowd, no doubt the pro- 
duct of the petrol tanker 
driver’s industrial action. 

The goal of the match 
came from Craig Foster- 
,who scored with a flashing 
long distance drive only 
seconds after he went onto 
the park in the 57th minute 
as replacement for Sean 
Ingham. 

Croatia played with 
three central defenders, 
Vedran Rozic at a deep 
sweeper’s position, with 
Mark Jones tightly mark- 
ing Joe Mullen and Alan 
Hunter on Steve Maxwell. 

Mullen and Maxwell 
rarely broke free from 
their opponents’ grips. 

Shane Clinch at left- 
back was usually untrou- 
bled by Charlie Villani’s 
forays and Adcity rarely 
used their left flank at all. 

On the day Adelaide 
City fussed and fiddled too 
much. 

For their own benefit it 
was fair to say that the de- 
fence was disorganised, 
the midfield was not direct 
enough and the strikers 
could rarely find enough 
space for themselves. 

Only midway in the first 
half did they impress with a 
move in which Joe Mullen 
saw his drive part-cleared 
by Tony Franken, with 
Steve Maxwell then blast- 


ing by. 
After the game the Ade- 
laide coach produced 


some classic lines, but he 
was far more forthright 
with some of the players 
who had displeased him... 

“If they can muck ab- 
out with the ball then they 
find time to win the game,” 
said Zoran Matic. 

“I consider my upfront 
players were on holiday.” 

Croatia’s Vedran Rozic 
was straight to the point, 
congratulating Mark 
Jones and Alan Hunter in 
particular. 

“With more concentra- 
tion we would have had 
more goals, but it was a 
good game under those 
conditions,” he said. 


eet 
Goal! Hilton 


Wollongong’s Giacomo Morlando clears the danger from Footscray’s Vlado Bozinovski 
during the 0-0 draw at the Schintler Reserve. Photo — Carmelo Bazzano. 


Footscray flop again 


BY GREG BLAKE 


YOU can trot out all the well-worn cliches you like about Footscray JUST 
after its scoreless draw at home to Wollongong on Sunday. 


Footscray was the more 
attractive team and yes, on 
chances alone, the Blues 
were unlucky to lose. 


But, in simple terms, 
once again Footscray 
didn’t win a game it most 
certainly should have. 

That’s why the Mel- 
bourne team is languishing 
mid-table with just four 
points and unlikely Wol- 
longong sits proudly at the 
top of the West End NSL 
after five rounds, 


Unlike Footscray, the 
men from the NSW South 
Coast complete the task at 
hand. 

Wollongong faced a 
most difficult challenge at 
Schintler Reserve and 
came through with flying 
colours. 


last season. 

Apia looked good in 
patches, but for most part 
they struggled against a 
team which, to be honest, 
will struggle to stay off the 
bottom of the national 
competition. 


air 


John Fleming’s team 
was down to 10 men after 
just 25 minutes with the 


sending-off of Randell 
Easthorpe for allegedly 
elbowing Gary Van 
Egmond. 


Facing an opposition 
which looked slick and 
sharp in the early stages 
Wollongong did just what 
it needed to secure at least 
a point by defending en 
masse. 


It spoiled the game as a 
spectacle but it worked 
and that’s what counted. 


Fleming was unrepen- 
tant. 


“We were never in it,” 
he admitted. 

“We packed it up in 
midfield and at the back 


and made them play just 
the way we wanted them 
to. 


“I thought we did a 
damned good job.“ 

Fleming can thank Ray 
Vlietstra, David Skeen 
and David Ratcliffe, in 
particular, for the precious 
point. 

Viietstra had a super 
game and simply wasn’t 
beaten once, whilst Skeen 
was on hand twice to head 
the ball off his own line 


when a _ goal looked 
certain. 
Brian Cokeley was 


forced to do the same in the 
early stages as Footscray 
came out steaming. 
Warwick Young pulled 
off two fine saves early 
when he pushed Ernie 


Apia in patchy win over Lions 


BY RAY GATT of The Sun 


APIA Leichhardt beat Brisbane Lions 2-0 at Lam- 
bert Park on Sunday, but there is still a long way to 
go before the NSL champions reach the peaks of 


echoed the realistic feel- 
ings of many who witnes- 


. Sed the match. 


“Even though it is good 
to get the two points we are 
still nowhere near our best 
form,” Bertogna said. 


“We played in 10 minute 


ee ¥ 
Phillips heads in a Burim Zajmi cross for Apia’s sé 
‘against Brisbane Lions. Pic — Frank Saya. 


patches and there is 
obviously plenty of im- 
provement to be made.” 

At least the Apia fans 
could rejoice in the know- 
ledge that their team might 
just be on the road back. 

The -victory was Apia’s 
second from five matches 
this season and may be the 
sort of confidence builder 
they needed. 

The game was nothing 
to write home about. 

Both teams seemed to 
lack confidence, especially 
Lions, who virtually play- 
ed with one man up front 
nad a packed midfield. 

Fortunately, there was 
some saving grace in the 
performances of Apia’s 
workhorse Peter Tredin- 
nick and their speedy strik- 
er Hilton Phillips. 

It was Tredinnick who 
set his team on the way to 
victory with a superb goal 
in the 36th minute. He 
latched on to a rebound 
20m out and curled the ball 
into the right hand corer 


Tapai’s shot away and then 
foiled Warren Spink on the 
rebound. 

The game died as a 
spectacle after half-time 
with Footscray rarely get- 
ting within shooting dist- 
ance and Wollongong not 
even forcing its first corner 
until the 81st minute. 

Enigmatic and disap- 
pointing, Footscray didn’t 
let Wollongong off the 
hook. 

Tt just didn’t know how 
to win the game. 

As one long-time JUST 
supporter said after the 
game: “Who cares how 
attractively we play. I want 
to see us win.” 


FOOTSCRAY: Nikitovic, Fab- 
rizio, Deankovic, Karic, Van 


Egmond, Murphy, Tapal, Spink, 
Bozinovski, Dimoveki (Mitrovs- 
ki 75th), Lujic. 

WOLLONGONG: Young, 


ki, Ainsworth, Easthorpe (sent 
off 25th), Giraldi, Crainie. 
REFEREE: J Rossis. 
(CROWD: 2,861. 


of the net. 

Surprisingly, Tredin- 
nick, the best player on the 
field, was substituted mid- 
way through the second 
half. 

Phillips then put Apia 
two-up in the 68th minute 
when he headed home a 
Burim Zajmi cross from 
the right. 

For the visitors, Nick 
Meredith always looked 
dangerous, but he lacked 


support. 
Brisbane also suffered a 
cruel blow with an 


apparently serious shoul- 
der injury to Grant Light- 
bown. 


Ogden, q 
(Cumming 25th), 
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URUGUAYAN Penrith 
defeated Warringah 
Freshwater at Cook 
Park last Sunday, slam- 
ming five goals to take 
an early lead in the 
NSW State League. 

In a round of topsy- 
turvy results, Polonia 
came from behind to de- 
feat Newcastle Austral 2-1 
at Austral Park, Wollon- 
gong Macedonia took 
points against Canterbury 
at Kelly Park by the same 
scoreline, while Inter. Mo- 
naro took 89 minutes to 
score the winning goal at 
Seymour Shaw Park and 
dispose of Sutherland 1-0. 


One match of the day 
was at Melita Stadium with 
Rockdale Ilinden having 
the better of play and 
Melita Eagles better in the 
goal scoring department, 
taking the match 2-1 be- 
fore some 2,000 enthusias- 
tic spectators. 


The shock of the day 
came at Hawker Oval with 
Ku-ring-gai taking charge 
after being a goal down 


against Canberra, and 
then winning with three 
second half goals. 


URUGUAYAN PENRITH 
IN SLICK OPENER 


And, almost another 
shock at the Gabbie with 
the Demons forward line 
missing a number of 
opportunities before win- 
ning by an odd goal against 
an out of touch but en- 
thusiastic Yugal. 

RESULTS 

Canberra City 1 (C. Junna) Ku- 
ring-gal 3 (Ryan, Nile, Jeffery) at 
Hawker Oval 

Newcastle Austral 1 (Virgill) 
Polonia 2 (Janduda, Dalton) at 
Austral Park. 


Wollongong 
(Brown, We ) Canter 
bury Marrickville 1 (Hantzis) at 

Park. 


Meilta Eagles 2 (Brown, Vial) 
Rockdale Ilinden 1 (Genovese) at 
Melita Stadium. 

scepter coh 
Uruguayan Penrith 5 
(McBreen 2, Bradiey 2, Gon- 
tales) Warringah Freshwater 2 
(Barnes 


Blacktown City 1 (Naumov) 
Yugal 0 at the Gable. 


Macedonia 2 


SPSSOCCOONNNNNNN 


GLEN JEFFERY. . .final goal for Ku-ring-gai 


CONCORD 
JUNIORS 


Inter Urban Division 2 


PLAYERS REQUIRED 


First and Second Grade 


Training Sundays 9am 
February 14 and 21 
at Greenlees Park Concord 
For further information 


contact Jeff Taylor 


645 1140 (H) 
or 136 6976 (B) 
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NSW 
PRE-SEASON 


CUP 


WARRINGAH 1 
GLADESVILLE 1 


WARRINGAH Fresh- 
water became the last 
to qualify for the 


second round of the 
NSW Challenge Cup 
after a tame draw 


against Gladesville- 
Hornsby. 

At no stage’ did 
Freshwater show more 


than its opponent and in 
the end must consider it- 
self lucky to have qual- 
ified. 

Its 30 minute goal 
through Alan Dean was a 
gem. Dean rose high to 
head a superb goal after a 
cross from the right hand 
side eluded Gladesville de- 
fenders. This goal looked 
enough to see Freshwater 
through. 


Gladesville put up a 
splendid second half 
performance to subdue the 
favoured Warringah and 
on many occasions came 
close to scoring. 

Its attacking play paid 
off in the 58th minute as 
McNaughton broke 
through on the left, expos- 
ing a huge gap on that 
flank. His right foot drive 
struck a defender before 
entering the net, giving 
Zucano, in goal for War- 
Tingah, no chance. 


When the points and 
goals were added Warring- 
ah Freshwater came out 
first by the smallest mar- 
gin. Both sides had a win 
against Manly Warringah 
by 3-0 and both had lost to 
Newcastle by an odd goal. 
Gladesville lost 0-1 and 
Warringah 1-2. 


Both sides had identical 
number of points (4) and 
goal difference was plus 
two. Warirngah qualified 
having scored more goals 
with the goal difference of 
5-3 to Gladesville’s 4-2. 

WARRINGAH FRESH- 
WATER: Zucano, Cross, Law, 


Cleary, Dean, Pierce, Campbell, 
Duckling, Barnes, Etherington, 


GLADESVILLE: Van Der 
Leeden, James, A.Williamson, 
McNaughton, Butt, Menin, G. 

itiamson, Dunn, McDougall, 
Naylor, Rodwell. 


1288, 


* 


University of NSW Soccer Club 


NSW State League 
Second Division 


1987 Third Division 
Champions _ 


PLAYERS FOR Aut 
GRADES WANTED 


Training at Little Bay Oval, 
Little Bay — Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday at 7pm 
For more information: 


Craig Brooker 662 7000 
Shankar 349 8739 


Penrith goal rush 


URUGUAYAN Penrith 
went on a five goal 
rampage against War- 
ringah on Sunday. 

After a poor and un- 
ventful first half, the two 
sides went into the dress- 
ing rooms with one goal 
and honours 


Jimmy McBreen put 
Uruguayan ahead after 33 
minutes, and Murray 
Bames replied after 44 
minutes. 


Some stern words from 
Dennis Hoggart at half- 
time was just the tonic for 
the Penrith players. 

They came out firing on 
all cylinders and goals 
came in rapid succession. 


John Bradley made it 
2-1 after 50 minutes from 
an accute angle, then a free 
kick from Washington 
Gonzales deceived Tingle 
to find the net and a rout 
was on the way. 

A header by McBreen 
made it 4-1 in the 65th mi- 
nute then Bradley chimed 


BLACKTOWN CITY 1 
YUGALO 
BLACKTOWN City re- 
gistered its first won of 
the season at the Gab- 
bie but must improve 
its goalscoring if is to 
challenge for the 

League honours. 


Despite an overwhelm- 
ing superiority and 
chances galore the De- 
“mons failed to find the net 
all but on one occasion to 
take the points, while Ross 
Pinto was Yugal’s hero — 
making some incredible 
saves to deny the home 
side. 


Paul Kay and John 
Cavanah dominated pro- 
ceedings in the engineer- 
ing department to have 
Yugal at sixes and sevens 
for most of the match, but 
an injury to Alan Reis, 
who missed this match, 


, proved a far greater disad- 


vantage to the Demons 
then first anticipated. 


Reis was injured in a re- 
cent match against Uru- 
guayan Penrith and had to 
miss this encounter. 


The Demons sorely mis- 
sed his speed and striking 
power. 


URUGUAYAN 
PENRITH 5 
WARRINGAH 
FRESHWATER 2 


in for his second and Uru- 
guayans fifth six minutes 
later. 

Barnes converted a 
penalty kick in the 77th to 
make the scoreline more 
respectable but the visitors 


were flattered by the 
score. 
Uruguayan Penrith 


could do not wrong in a 
scintilanting display of 


power football which must 
have pleased their new 
coach as well as their hard 
to please supporters. 
PENRITH: 
Woods, 


URUGUAYAN 


JOHNNY BRADLE! Y (iiugusyan Penrith) 


Pinto defies Blacktown 


Brett Tr nthwaite and 
Jason Van Blerk were the 
first to miss glaring sitters, 
with Pinto making some 
fabulous saves. 


Then in the 59th minute, 
Brett Thornthwaite made 
a strong run before finding 
Bobby Naumov unmarked 
and for once Pinto had to 
answer as Naumoy slid his 
shot under the body of the 
advancing keeper. 

A drive from some 25 
metres out by John Cava- 


nah was then superbly 
saved by Pinto. 
Naumov was left un- 


marked in the 61st minute 
only five metres from goal 
but could not find the net, 
then in the closing stages 
came the miss of the 
match. Ralph Maier made 
a superb run to enter the 
penalty area, out around 
Pinto then, with the net 
gaping wide, pushed his 
shot wide. 


Polonia 


THE home team looked 
well on the way to re- 
gistering its first win of 
the season after Robert 
Virgili scored with a 
header after only six 
minutes of its match 
against Polonia at Au- 
stral Park. 


Alas, it wasn’t to be. 

Polonia took some twen- 
ty minutes of the first half 
to settle its ranks then start 
to move the ball about, 
probing for an opening. 

With Richard Lasek and 
Stefan Janic just back from 
Wroclaw in Poland with 
Pavel Janduda and Lesek 
Julwicki also hailing from 
the Polish first division, it 
was Wroclaw-power on 
display, particially during 
the second period. 

Janduda_ scored the 
equaliser, Warren Dalton 
got the winner ten minutes 
later in the 42nd minute 
and the wheels fell of the 
Newcastle coach during the 
second period. 


BLACKTOWN CITY: Watson, 


Pinto, Turkoglou, 


Card, Apostolides, (65th Travi- 
ni), Kumsuz. 


JASON DUNN 


powers 
to 2-1 victory 


Kulwicki controlled pro- 
ceedings at the back, Quin 
Chau attack down the left 
flank and Gavin Thomp- 
son worked well in midfield 
to make life difficult for the 
Austral players, but the 
chances which came Polo- 
nia’s way during the 
second 45 minutes went 
begging. 

Kulwicki must think 
himself terribly unlucky 
not to have scored twice, 
late in the half. 

His powerful drives 
looked destined to find the 
net but young goalkeeper 
Carter made some amaz- 
ing saves to keep the 
scoreline down. 

Newcastle got away to 
the same start as last season 
losing at home by an odd 
goal, in fact the identical 
scoreline to last year. 

NEWCASTLE: Carter, Stank- 


Alex Vesic’s 
Newsy State 
League Cover 


By HERB HILD 


A dramatic Ku-ring-gai 
revival allowed them 
to take both points 
from the Canberra Grif- 
fins by 3-1 in the first 
round of the NSW 
State League at Haw- 
ker Oval on Sunday. 

The Griffins’ one goal 
advantage from the first 
half was not enough 
against the spirited visi- 
tors. 

The turning point was 
Steve Bryant’s failure to 
score from the penalty spot 
early in the second half, 
when the score was 1-1. 

The Griffins scored in 
the third minute when 
Bryant drove a long free 
kick into the Ku-ring-gai 
goal area, 


STEVE BRYANT 


Former Socceroo  strik- 
er Gary Cole headed the 


ball inward and Colin 
Junna rammed it into the 
net, 

For the next half hour it 
looked as if the home side 
might provide a goal feast, 
but the goals did not come. 

Cole’s physical strength 
made him win many aerial 
duels, but his once-feared 
finishing was sadly lack- 
ing, and he ran far too 
often into Ku-ring-gai’s 
offside trap. 

Ku-ring-gai__—_ equalised 
10 minutes into the second 
spell. Mick Berry had been 
fouled by George Kulcsar 
and Derek Rayan made no 
mistake with the spot kick. 

Then came Bryant's fai- 
lure. He shot low but 
Andrew Lacey saved after 
Craig Bass had handled 
the ball in the area. 

Ku-ring-gai, solid only 
in defence in the first half, 
now showed some attack- 
ing flair. 

In the 66th minute they 
took the lead when Mark 
Nile shook off two Can- 
berra defenders drove the 
ball hard and low into the 
net. 

Despite a desperate 
moment for Ku-ring-gai, 
when Dave Kevern saved 
on the line from Cole after 
keeper Lacey was way off 
his line, the Sydney team 
was in full control. 

And in the 76th minute 
Ku-ring-gai striker Glen 
Jeffery, though wedged in 
by two defenders, found 
the extra metre to squeeze 
free and plant the ball in 
the net for the final score. 


STUART Porter, 


the 
only player to score in 
the first four matches 
for Rockdale this sea- 
son, was sent off at 
Melita Stadium as his 
team went down to 


league high-flyers 
Melita Eagles. 

Porter was dismissed to- 
wards the end of an excit- 
ing match as Ilinden prob- 
ed for an equaliser. 

It certainly didn’t help 
Matters for the visitors 
who, for much of the 
match, had the measure of 
the red and whites, 

A brilliant move by 
Greg Lerond and Stuart 
Porter midway through 
the first half produced the 
first real opportunity for 
Ilinden as Tony Genovese 
faced the keeper. 
MCPherson was equal to 
the task. 


Rockdale had an appeal 
for a penalty turned down 
in the 44th minute as Jamel 
Meerbani handled inside 
“his own area. His action 
appear to be prompted by 
a nudge from an Ilinden 
player. but a mistake 
appeared by have been 
made by the referee. 


He had to give either a 
free kick to Melita or a 
penalty to Rockdale. He 
elected to give Rockdale a 
free kick outside the penal- 
ty area despite the fact that 
the handling of the ball 
seemed to occur inside the 
area. 

To make matters worse 
for the visitors it was Meer- 
bani who strode past some 
tackles on the left flank to 
supply the pass which net- 
ted Greg Brown his first 
goal of the season and the 
goal which in the end 
meant the difference. 


Rockdale stormed back 
but failed to find the net 
when it looked easier to 


miss than score. 

Genovese was wide 
from 16 metres after a 
good ball by Lerond in the 
53rd minute, then Porter 
had two chances which 
went begging. 


He was sent off in the 
80th minute and only two 
minutes later Lenny Vial 
got on the score sheet as 
Greg Brown provided the 
telling pass. 

Tony Genovese scored 


STUART PORTER (Rockdale Ilinden) 


Brown stuns Canterbury 


BRIAN BROWN, the 
Wollongong Macedo- 
nia striker _— better 
known around Port 
Kemba as the Black 
Flash, scored the most 
memorable of goals at 
Kelly Park to steer his 
side to its first victory 
in the NSW State 
League for 1988. 

He powered past some 
three tackles at the 20 mi- 
nute mark before un- 
leashing a thunderous 
drive which beat Angelo 
Angelis all ends up. 

Wollongong’s domina- 
tion during the first period 
was not expressed in goals 
and the two sides went in 
half time with the locals 
having only scored once. 
With a strong wind at its 
back it was now tum for 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
Olympic to come forward 
and look threatening. 

After an error by a 
Macedonia defender in the 
60th minute, Canterbury 
was awarded a penalty 
which was duly converted 
by Spiro Hatnzis. 

Canterbury looked 
more composed and ready 
to pounce and take the 
points until Mike Johnson 
decided to put on Kenny 
Slaveski and Scott Hughes 
for Godzik and Gardiner. 

The change did the trick 
as Slaveski took control of 


the proceedings in mid- 
field — directing traffic in- 
pressively. 

With Ico Talevski play- 
ing the game of his life at 
the back to deny the 
speedy Canterbury _ for- 
wards it was the efferve- 
sence of Slaveski which 
gave Wotherspoon a 


SPIRO HANTZIS 


chance to score. 
Wotherspoon, who was 

in an offside position only 

minutes earlier to deny 


Brown his second goal, 
found himself in a scoring 
Position with ten minutes 
remaining after some good 
work by the substitute. 

It was a welcome relief 
for Johnson to have his 
charges register its first win 
in the opening round of the 
premiership but no con- 
solation for Vicente Esta- 
villo. His team will have to 
improve greatly to have a 
chance of staying in the 


State League. 
WOLLONGONG = MACEDO- 
NIA: — Krajnovic, Campbell, 


CANTERBURY 


for Rockdale late in the 
game after some good 
work by Lerond but it was 
all too late for the visitors 
as Melita closed ranks to 
keep the points at home. 

This was an entertaining 
match which will certainly 
have the supporters of 
both clubs clamouring 
through the gates to see 
more of the same, and the 
2,000 plus crowd was a 
clear evidence of the form 
displayed by both sides so 
far. 

MELITA EAGLES: McPher- 
son, Rodriguez, Meerbeni, Wil 
llams, Robertson, Callanan, Vial 
(Barios 89m), —_—Farrugia, 
Famsworth, Jimenez (Versey 
28m), Brown. 

ROCKDALE ILINDEN: War- 
ren, Rodas (Koussas), Knight, 
Boogard, Wiison, Pilovski, 
Genovese, Darlington, Porter 
(sent-off 80m), Nastoski, Lerond. 


Ais too 
strong for 
Rockdale 


AIS 2 
ROCKDALE ILINDEN 1 


THE Australian Insti- 
tute of Sport continued 
where it left off last 
year to defeat Rock- 
dale Minden 2-1 at 
Seymour Shaw Park. 


While the youngsters 
from Canberra looked 
good during the first half it 
was their second half goals 
which did the damage. 

Genovese hit the post in 
the 16th minute and 
Boogaard missed an open- 
ing in the 32nd after the 
AIS keeper misjudged the 
cross from the left, leaving 
the two sides even at 0-0 af- 
ter 45 minutes. 


Nicolau floated a free- 
kick over the wall and just 
inside the post to give AIS 
the edge 15 minutes into 
the second half. 


Markovski hit the post 
in the 71st minute after sus- 
tained pressure by Iinden 
and then came an incredi- 
ble miss by Dounis. 


But following a corner 
kick to AIS in the 75th mi- 
nute and an error by 
goalkeeper Warren, the 
ball was driven against the 
crossbar and Gibson was 
on hand to pick up the re- 
bound and score, 2-0. 


AIS was a pleasant sight 
indeed. Its defence work- 
ed well during the first 
period and its quick coun- 
ter attacks were a delight. 


ROCKDALE ILINDEN: War- 
ren, Rodas.(Markovski), Knight, 


Gibson, Jee, Welch, Dickinson, 
Nicolau. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


STATE LEAGUE 1ST DIVISION 


41 

Canberra City v Ku-ring-gai 
Sutherland Shire v inter Monar 0-1 2-1 
Melita Eagles v Rockdale llinden.. 2-2 
Penrith v Warringah...... 1-4 

‘ATE LEAGUE 2ND DIVISION 

sydney Macedonia v Blacktown United. 1-1 1-4 
Avala v Bathurst '75...........+.--. 0 0-74 
Campbelltown v Marourbra Queens Park. 1 1-2 
Fairy Meadow v North Sydney... 341 13° «(7-4 
Bankstown v Gladesvill 23 O71 
Manly v Granville Chile 23 05 
Uni of NSW v Kingsford 241 NP 


was’. Is this what national 


a 


coach ‘Frank Arok is saying to 
AIS coach Ron Smith and former international Gary Cole. The scene is 


Canberra before Australia’s qualifier against Chinese Taipei. Pic — Neil 


Hummel 


Monaro outgun Sharks 


INTER Monaro con- 
tinued its unpredict- 
able form of the pre- 
season when it out- 
played and outgunned 
Sutherland Shire at 
Seymour Shaw Park, 
but had to wait until 
the dying seconds of 
the game to make sure 
of the points. 


Just as most supporters 
were packing their bags to 
go home believing that the 
game would end scoreless, 
in came Titilas with a 
harmless header which 
bobbed past the bewil- 
dered Sutherland defence 
and into the net. 

But for all those who 
might think that this was a 
fluke win one might say 


that the luck was with the 
home team. 


Had they scored from 
only a few of the chances 
that’ came their way 
Sutherland would have 
been well beaten long be- 
fore that goal by Titilas 
ever came into play. 


Fresh from its stunning 
5-1 drubbing of Kingsford 
to enter the NSW Pre-sea- 
son Cup quarter-finals, 
Sutherland Teceive 
another boost last Friday 
night when an announce- 
ment at the Sutherland 
Club netted the Sharks its 
huge sponsorship from the 
Westfield Shopping Cen- 
tre at Miranda. 

It was established that a 
five figure sponsorship was 


granted by Westfield in- 
cluding strips and track 
suits. 

However, the newly 
found sponsor failed to lift 
the performance of the 
Sutherland side in its en- 
counter with Monaro with 
the visitors at no stage hav- 
ing to fight for the points. 

Ricky Budini was in con- 
trol at the back, Ambrosi- 
no was in charge of pro- 
ceedings in the middle of 
the park with Baz Giam- 
paolo a constant threat to 
the flat-footed Sharks. 


SUTHERLAND: —Burchmore, 


THIS WEEK’S MATCHES 


FIRST DIVISION 


SATURDAY MARCH 5 


SSC Yugal 


v_ Wollongong 


SUNDAY MARCH 6 


Ku-ring-gai 
Inter Monaro 
Rockdale 
Warringah 
Canterbury 
Penrith 


Blacktown 
Canberra 
Sutherland 
Melita 
Newcastle 
Polonia 


SECOND DIVISION 
SATURDAY MARCH 6 


Blacktown Utd 
Bathurst 75 
Campbelltown City 
Fairy Meadow 
Gladesville Hornsby 
Kingsford 

Granville Chile 


Avala 
Uni. of NSW 


Sydney Macedonia 


Maroubra Q Pk 

North Sydney 

Manly Warringah 
v_ Bankstown 


Francis Park 


Valentine Park 
Marco Polo 

To be advised 
Lambert Park 
Arlington Oval 
Cook Park 


Francis Park 
Proctor Park 
Bensley Road 
Police Boys Grd 
Magdala Oval 
Sydney Athletic Fid 
Garside Oval 


All matches kick off 3.00pm unless otherwise shown 


See a top State League match this week! 
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McLaren's 
drive for 
success at 
Northcote 


NORTHCOTE CITY has 
regained the services 
of last year’s coach Roy 
McLaren after he spent 
an unsuccessful three 
months stint at Heidel- 
berg, but further big 
news in the signing of 


former Preston mid- 
fielder/defender Mar- 
tin Woodall. 


McLaren was unhappy 
at Heidelberg claiming he 
couldn’t work with a cou- 
ple of the Alexander com- 
mitteemen, but says he has 
nothing against the club. 

In his opinion it was the 
right time to leave, as the 
club rebuilt well after the 
mass departure and 
proved they will be a force 
in the State League on their 
Buffalo Cup performance. 

Woodall was purchased 

for the cost of an airfare 
ticket from England where 
he was playing with non- 
league club Wycombe 
Wanderers — who offered 
Woodall good terms after 
he impressed in trials at the 
club but fortunately for last 
season’s strugglers he de- 
cided to return to Aus- 
tralia. 
Northcote was very 
lucky to avoid relegation 
last year when it won its last 
game of the season, to en- 
sure Frankston Pines were 
relegated instead of them. 

Woodall will be a much 
needed boost to the their 
squad. 

McLaren decided to re- 
turn to Northcote, the club 
who originally brought 
him down from England — 
from the goodness of his 
heart, he said. 

He hopes his experience 
is able to help the club gain 
stability in the State 
League instead of always 
being the strugglers. 

But McLaren realises he 
needs four players; two for- 
wards and two midfielders 
if he is to achieve his aim. 

With money being a 
problem at most clubs 
these days, it’s not quite 
clear where he will draw 
strength from. 

On a bright note North- 
cote has not lost any play- 
ers. Striker Peter Constan- 
tinou came back from in- 
jury late last season to score 


de 3 


Wilson, Meneyhart 
fire Gully’s hopes 


VICTORIAN 
STATE LEAGUE 


PREVIEW 


VLADO VLAHOVIC COMPLETES HIS REVIEW 


GREEN GULLY is aiming to win the championship 
even with the loss of key players, Les Carter, 
Tommy Cumming, Danny Zemunik an big Joe 
Sweeney, according to hopeful club president, 


Ray O’Shannessy. 


Gully have gained a few 
replacements but whether 
they will fill the role ade- 
quately only time will tell. 

Experienced St Albans 
midfielder Mark Wilson 
has signed for $4500, and is 
expected to cover the loss 
of Les Carter who went to 
Sunshine George Cross. 

Negotiations are being 
made with striker Ronny 
Kremers of Sunbury and 
tight back Robert Napoli 
of Werribee. 

Other players signed are 


fi) 
BARRY BURTON 
Box Hill 
some important goals 
which kept its State League 
status alive. 
He looks to be North- 
cote’s key forward. 


However, McLaren says 
that Constantinou needs to 
be more consistent, to put 
100% into every game and 
not just in a few. If Peter 
can achieve this he will be 
much more valuable says 
McLaren. 

McLaren will not toler- 
ate talk of relegation for 
Northcote City because he 
is accustomed to success 
and aims to achieve it. 


GREEN GULLY’s COLIN QUIGLEY goes up 


with an opposing goalkeeper. 


8... AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 2,.1988 


2 VRIES 


e Ber Lf MDHAM. --- 


YINFIN Fi 


defender Steve Farquhar- 
son of Provisional League 
club Meadow Park, and 
midfielder Ken Smart 
from North Sunshine. 

But the signing to get ex- 
cited about is of midfield/ 


forward Danny 
Meneyhart from the 
Hungarian second divi- 
sion. 


A very skilful player 
who likes to overlap a lot 
and has a similar style to 
Tommy Cumming, one of 
Gully’s favourite sons who 


is now player/coach at 


Victorian third division 
club Bell Park. 

Meneyhart was a mem- 
ber of the Hungarian 
youth squad at the 1985 
European Champion- 
ships. 


However, Gully really 
need a striker to cover the 
loss of Danny Zemunik 
and Joe Sweeney, who de- 
cided to leave the club be- 
cause of travel problems 
and Zemunik has gone to 
Caulfield City. 

Gully was chasing St 
Albans’ and the State’s 
leading scorer of last sea- 
son, Dennis Morovic, in an 
effort to solve the striking 
problem but Heidelberg 
sneaked in and snapped 
him up for $4500. 

Gully will no doubt be a 
force again this season but 
whether it will overcome 
the loss of four key players 
and achieve its aim of win- 
ning the championship re- 
mains conjecture. 


Hennessey departs 


but Box Hill keen 


By VLADO VLAHOVIC 


BOX HILL have lost a few players and have only 
replaced them with reserves and juniors, prefer- 
ring to steer clear from the inflated transfer 


market. 


Former Juventus defender Harry Herd has retired, 
Dean Hennessey has transferred to Fawkner for $3500 
and Andy McMillan has also departed. 


Regularly reserve players over the years such as full- 
back Scott McDead, forwards Andrew Mazzagatti, 
Gerry McAleer, Damien Mori, central defender Joe 
Mori and another defender Steve Bean will now get their 
chance to establish themselves as first team regulars. 


One junior player that was expected to make some 


senior appearances was 17-year-old defender John Di- 


mitradis, but he unfortunately broke his leg in a practice 
game against Doveton recently. 
The extent of the break is serious. With his fibula 


broken and ligaments severely damaged, young Dimitra- 
dis’ patience will be tested on the sidelines for most of this 


season, if not all of it. 


The rest of last season’s squad have been re-signed 
including visa players. Barry Burton and Stuart 


McArthur, 


both midfielders, 
McBride and Julian Thomas. 


also strikers Jimmy 


Experienced players Alan Roodhouse, Barry Burton 
and Steve Brimmer and former South Melbourne player 
George Campbell will be expected to carry the bulk of the 


responsibility. 


Although coach John Brown has a relatively young side 
he is quietly confident of steering clear of relegation but 
Brown is looking for a quality defender which is where 


Box Hill lacks experience. 


Practice form has seen mixed success for Box Hill, but 
Brown says the young players are confident in their 


ability. 


After the first few weeks of the season it will give him a 
better gauge of what they're capable of in ’88. 


ROUND ONE SAT. MARCH 5 


Morwell Falcons y Croydon City 
Northcote City v Maribyrnong Polonia 


Heidelberg v Ringwood City 
Grene Gully v Oakleigh 
Fawkner v St Albans 

Caulfield City v Springvale City 
Bulleen v Thomastown 

Box Hill v Western Suburbs 


VICTORIAN State League, Oakleigh v Croydon City, 


<IFIC Timp 
Sane 


JIMMY NELSON | 


Croydon (white shirt) receives an old fashion headlock courtesy of Oa 


leigh’s JOHN CUMMING. 


THOMASTOWN coach Bill Murray is confident his charges will do well th 
season but he admits Thomastown’s midfield needs strengthening in orde 
to make a real impact this season. 


Last year Thomastown 
lost only two out of 20 
successive games and one 
of the key players was ex- 
Melbourne Croatia mid- 
fielder, Victor Crstaldo, 
whose departure will be a 
big blow. 


Ctstaldo is currently on 
Joan to a first or second 
division club in Paraguay 
and will say there, all going 
well for him. 


Preston midfielder, 
Vasco Jankuloyski was 
training with Thomastown 
but the $5000 transfer fee 
was too high for Murray’s 
liking. 


Now Jankulovski is back 
at Preston but rumours 
have it that he could end up 
at Fawkner in the not too 
distant future. 


Nineteen-year-old _mid- 
fielder, Nino Reguso of 
Provisional League club, 
Regent Park has been 
signed and looks a pros- 
pect but he could hardly be 
expected to fill Crstaldo’s 
boots. 


Murray is keen to intro- 
duce one of three visa play- 
ers arriving from the UK 
within the next week, all 
three players have mid- 
field experience and are 
seen as ideal replacements 
for Crstaldo. 


One of the midfielders is 
a 28-year-old from North- 
which Victoria in the 
Vauxhall Conference, 
which is regarded as Eng- 
Jand’s ‘fifth division’ and is 
a high standard according 
to Murray. 


The other two are both 
playing in the English 
Third Division and one of 
them is only a 20-year-old 
midfielder-cum-striker. 


Murray will not reveal 
the identity of the players 
until at least one of them is 
Officially recruited. 

Thomastown has a good 
crop of young players, says 
Murray, but he hopes one 
of the visa players will be 
signed to strengthen the 
obvious weakness in mid- 
field. 


MAURO RAPONI of Thomastown Shields the 
ball. 


Another young pros 
pect that has been signe 
is, Zoran Janakievski a 17 
year-old goalkeeper fron 
the Preston youth team. 


Murray believes his sid 
still has a long way to go 
He is quietly confident o 
doing well, but is not sure 
how well because he ha: 
been out of touch with the 
State League scene for 4 
few years now because of 
his NSL commitments 
with Preston. 


Murray is back in the 
coaching game after miss- 
ing most of last season due 
to health problems and 
with the arrival of a baby in 
the Murray household. 

He is confident that his 
side and will rise above the 
difficulties of the recent 
past. 


Victorian League 
Cup Draw 
Preliminary Round 


For Saturday 
March 12th 1988 


Williamstown v Yarra- 
ville, Mordialloc y Bent- 
leigh Greens, Mornington 
vy Doncaster _ Rovers, 
Keilor y Pascoe Vale, 
Prahran/Brighton y Ham- 
lyn Rangers, Chelsea v 


Port Melbourne, Nth 
Geelong v Seaford Un- 
ited, Altona City v 


Ferntree Gully, Bell Park 
v Lalor United, Karingal 
Utd v Werribee, Yallourn 
v Nunawading City, Dan- 
denong v Coburg. 

BYES: Ringwood Utd, 
Sandringham City, Clifton 
Hill, Springvale —_ Utd, 
Hawthorn Citizens 
Rosanna, Albion, Clarin- 
da, Mooroolbark, Altona 
Gate, Heidelberg City, 
Doveton, Langwarrin, 
Waverley City, Sunbury 
Utd, 1 Brunswick/ 
Ivanhoe, Essendon City, 
Westgate, Frankston 
Pines, Keysborough. 


On the field he scowls — off it he’s all smiles... 


HARD MAN LEWIS 


Juventus 


IS A REAL | 
SOFTIE! 


By GREG BLAKE 


BRUNSWICK Juventus star Peter Lewis is a man 
of marked contracts. On the field he looks — and is 
— tough and uncompromising. 

Off the park he is the man with the Perpetual 


grin. 


In the press he is col- 
oured as a ‘hard man’ and 
‘clogger’. 

Mostly his opponents 
respect him as one of the 
most dogged and deter- 
mined right-backs in the 
NSL. 

If nothing else he is one 
of the most improved play- 
ers in this country in the 
past half dozen years. 

But his reputation, de- 
served or not, will follow 
‘him for as long as he plays 
the game. 

As an awkward, raw- 
boned 20-year-old Lewis 
just struggled his way 
around the Victorian State 
League and continued to 
do so for some time after 
coming to Melbourne 
from Scotland in 1975. 

Once the press hap- 
pened on to his undisci- 
plined style there was no 
looking back. 

Lewis, tattooed, grim- 
set, tall and solid, will for- 
ever be dogged by the 
stigma of the hard man. 

“To be honest I don’t 
think about it really — the 


Teputation doesn’t affect 
me,” Lewis says. 
“IT suppose the only 


thing that really bothers 
me is that there is a certain 
couple of referees who 
tend to single me out and 
keep an eye on me.” 

“IT do know I’ve seen 
some people get away with 
things I mightn’t have but I 
don’t think I'll ever lose my 
reputation, it’s too late 
now,” 

Lewis admits his early 
days in Australia, spent 
with the likes of Sunshine 
City and Altona City, were 
mostly wasted. 

His abilities weren’t tap- 
ped and his mainly physi- 
cal style landed him in hot 
water more than once, 
with the press happily jum- 
ping on the bandwagon. 

When I first came out 
here from Scotland I'd 
been playing in a very 
physical league and I guess 
I just tended to continue to 
play like that,” he told me. 

“I was getting penalised 
and the press got on to it at 
that early stage and con- 
tinued it on.” i 

Long-time opponent 
and sometimes team-mate 
Ken Murphy sums up the 
improvement in Lewis 
over the past few years. 

“T’ve known Peter since 
he first came out here and 
he is one of the few players 
who has actually improved 
since coming to Austra- 
lia,” said the evergreen 
Footscray star. 


“To me he is one of the 
best fullbacks in the coun- 
try and at the time he was in 
the national squad he was 
the best right-back in the 
country.” 

Murphy says Lewis is 
definitely as tough as he’s 
purported to be. 


“But whereas a few 
years ago some of his tack- 
ling was just borderline I'd 
say these days Peter is cer- 
tainly hard but fair,” his 
long-time rival explained. 


enough to continue on 
under another fine coach 
in Len McKendry.” 

Current Juventus boss 
McKendry believes Lewis 
is a true reflection of what 
quality coaching can 
produce. 

“Pye got so much re- 
spect for Peter,”” McKen- 
dry told me. 

“He’s very intelligent 
and he has responded so 
well to the coaching of 


John (Gardiner) and my- 
self.” 


“He has improved ever 
so much in the latter stages 
of his career.” 


Charlie Egan is playing 
alongside Lewis for the 
first time after the pint- 


6 | enjoy the game but there is a 


lot more to life than Soccer . . . 9 


— Peter Lewis 


At 32 even Lewis would 
admit he’s in the twiglight 
of his career and that in it- 
self seems a great shame. 


The big Juventus defen- 
der has managed to tum 
his career around in the 
Past six years and it is hard 
not to feel that this giant of 
the game never fulfilled his 
ture potential. 


From a State League 
also-ran in 1979 to the Soc- 
ceroo squad in 1984, a mas- 
sive $18,000 transfer at the 
age of 29 and an NSL win- 
ners medal in 1985. 

All his major goals 
reached after the age of 27 
leaving him very little time 
to enjoy the fruits of his 
labours, 


“As I said, those early 
years were _— probably 
wasted when I look back,” 
he told ASW. 

“In the early years all I 
had going for me was that I 
had a lot of determination 
and I was a bit of a bad 
loser.” 


“Tt wasn’t until 1980 that 
I was really first coached.” 

“By that I mean it was 
the first ime someone man- 
aged to channel my abili- 
ties.” 


“Tt all started in the early 
days at Green Gully where 
Johnny Gardiner put a hell 
of a lot of work into the 
back four.” 

“He taught me pressur- 
ing and how to jockey the 
guy on the ball, things like 
that.” 


“John was a very good 
coach and I’ve been lucky 


sized target man joined 


Brunswick from South 
Melbourne earlier this 
season. 


4 l’ve got so 
much respect for 


Peter... >) 


Len McKendry 


mar 


But Egan has played 
against Lewis often 
enough to decipher fact 
from fallacy. 


“People put him down 
as being dirty but he’s just 
an honest player,” Egan 
says. 

“He’s very hard but also 
very skilled for a big man 
and I’ve never seen him go 
out to purposedly do any- 
body.” 

“He’s just been labelled 
and it’s stuck with him.” 

Off the field Lewis is 


quite a character, his quips 


team-mates after a testing 
90 minutes on the park. 


As he says, he likes to 
enjoy life. 


And it is probably his de- “™* 


votion to things other than 
Soccer that has meant him 
never fulfilling his poten- 
tial as an international. 

For the 1984 internatio- 


nal series against Iraklis, 
Manchester United, Not- 


tingham Forest, Vasco De © 


Gama and the mighty 
Juventus of Turin, Lewis 
was promoted to the Soc- 
ceroo ‘B’ team. 


Tremendous 
He rates that as a 
“tremendous thrill and 


great honour.” 

“Doug (Brown), Charlie 
(Egan) and the others had a 
lot of good times during 
that series.” 


CHARLIE EGAN 
But for Lewis in- 
ternational recognition 


could have meant a senor 
Socceroo berth for Austra- 
lia’s world tour at the end 
of that year. 

Lewis was pulled in for 
the training camps and 
with Alan Davidson off to 
Nottingham Forest the 
Brunswick defender was 
the logical successor to the 
Tight-back spot in the Soc- 
ceroo team. 


“But I'd booked a holi- 
day overseas for my family 
which overlapped on part 
of that nine week world 
tour,” Lewis explained. 

“I tried to put the holi- 
day off for as long as I could 
but the most I could do still 
meant I'd miss the last 
three weeks of the tour.”” 


Family 
“In the end I just 
couldn’t let my family 


down and although I tried 
to explain the situation to 
Frank (Arok) he left me out 
and basically has ignored 
me since.” 

“T got the message.” 

“Look, I enjoy the game 
very much but there is a lot 
more to life than Soccer.” 


“I guess had I wanted a 
place in the Australian 
team that much I would 
have cancelled the 
holiday.” 

Two other career high- 
lights are the massive 
$18,000 transfer which 
took him to Brunswick 
Juventus and the 1985 
Australian title win with 
that club. 

Lewis, with typical non- 


6% 
and jokes often bringing ‘g 
cackles of laughter from — 


4 


PETER LEWIS beats a Nottingham Forest defender to a high cross whilst 
playing for Australia ‘B’ at the Sydney Cricket Ground. 


chalance, says he never felt 
under any pressure when 
the huge transfer fee made 
him one of the most expen- 


sive defenders in the 
country. 


“If Juventus had bought 
me for three dollars I 
wouldn’t have been billed 
as the cheapest defender in 
the country,” he grinned. 

“Either way it wouldn’t 
have worried me.” 

Some might suggest it 
was poetic justice that 
Lewis missed two of the 
three potentially biggest 


games of his career 
through suspension. 
Juventus, in just its 


second season in the NSL, 
had made the old Southern 
Division Grand Final and 


unlucky Lewis had to sit 
out the heart-stopper and 
watch that classic 1985 
divisional decider against 
Preston from the grand- 
stand, 


Missed out 


He also missed the away 
leg of the national play-off 
at Sydney City but man- 
aged to play his part in the 
trimph in the last week of 
the season as Brunswick 
Juve increased its first leg 
1-0 lead to 2-0 in the return 
game at Olympic Park. 

As it is that may be last of 
his NSL highlights. 

Later this year Lewis, 
his wife Anne and children 
Jamie and Sarah are leay- 
ing for an extended tour of 
Queensland taking in the 


sources 


® First quality nylon wound match balls 
© Felt covered indoor balls 
® Low-bound indoor balls 


ed 
— © Goalkeepers gloves 


SEE YOUR FAVORITE SPORT STORE 


® Superb West German craftsmanship 

© Arguably Europe's most popular brand 
Now available in Australia 

© As used by many World Cup 


© Match Balls, hand sewn by 
mastercrattsman 

® Training balls, hand sewn 
® Shinguards, knee and elbow pads. 
© Studs © Goal keepers gloves 

© Goalkeepers wear @ Outfield shorts 
© General accessories © All products 
chosen for quality from world-wide 


likes of Cairns and Pt 
Douglas. 

“And we're doing it with 
the possible intentions of 
eventually settling up 
there,” he says. 

“I think I could play for 
another couple of years 
but at this state I'm 
finishing with Brunswick 
Juyentus — at least for this 
year.” 

When, and if, Lewis 
bows out of the NSL, strik- 
ers everyhwere will breath 
acollective sigh of relief. 

Not so his team mates. 

As team mate Egan says 
of Lewis: “Every club 
should have one.” 

“He’s a different class — 
without doubt the best 


personality I've had the 
privilege of playing with.” 
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THIS SEASON'S PROGRAMME IS PROUDLY BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION LTD 
THE NSW SOCCER FEDERATION STATE LEAGUE 1988 


KICK OFF TIMES: U/19 GRADE 1PM 
’ PROUND 9 BESET [ROUND 18 Meee 
1ST GRADE 3PM BLACKTOWN WARRINGAH Vs 
SSC YUGAL ROCKDALE 
rane Gn INTER MONARO 
INTER MONARO 
ROCKDALE 
CANBERRA 
WOLLONGONG 


“DENOTES TWILIGHT FIXTURE 

SATURDAY 12 MARCH AT SEYMOUR SHAW AND MELITA STADIUM 

SATURDAY 26 MARCH AT SEYMOUR SHAW 

SATURDAY 9 APRIL AT SEYMOUR SHAW 

FOR TWILIGHT FIXTURES THE KICK OFF TIMES ARE 6PM FOR U/19 AND 
8PM FOR FIRST GRADE 


27/28 FEBRUARY 


SSC YUGAL MELITA BLACKTOWN Vs 
KU-RING-GAI PENRITH ‘SSC YUGAL Vs 
INTER MONARO NEWCASTLE KU-RING-GAI Vs 
ROCKDALE CANTERBURY, WOLLONGONG Vs 
WARRINGAH POLONIA CANBERRA Vs 
POLONIA WARRINGAH SUTHERLAND Vs 

SUTHERLAND MELITA Vs 


| ROUND 20] EG 9/10 JULY 
CANTERBURY 


Bey 12 MARCH 


Vs INTER MONARO BLACKTOWN 

Vs KU-RING-GAI SSC YUGAL 

Vs ROCKDALE KU-RING-GAI 

Vs WARRINGAH INTER MONARO WARRINGAH 
Vs POLONIA i ROCKDALE ROCKDALE 
Vs CANTERBURY WARRINGAH i PENRITH 

Vs NEWCASTLE WOLLONGONG MELITA 


21/22 MAY 30/31 JULY 
ji PENRITH Vs 


BLACKTOWN BLACKTOWN WOLLONGONG BLACKTOWN 
SSC YUGAL SSC YUGAL CANBERRA NEWCASTLE SSC YUGAL 
KU-RING-GAI KU-RING-GAI SUTHERLAND CANTERBURY KU-RING-GAI 
CANBERRA INTER MONARO MELITA POLONIA INTER MONARO 
SUTHERLAND ROCKDALE PENRITH il WARRINGAH ROCKDALE 
MELITA li WARRINGAH NEWCASTLE MELITA CANBERRA 
PENRITH CANTERBURY SUTHERLAND WOLLONGONG 


GD 26/27 Marcu Renee) 6/7 AUGUST 

BLACKTOWN WARRINGAH SSC YUGAL MELITA 

SSC YUGAL ROCKDALE Francis Park KU-RING-GAI PENRITH 

KU-RING-GAI INTER MONARO Valentine Park INTER MONARO. NEWCASTLE 
POLONIA Hawker Oval ROCKDALE CANTERBURY 
CANTERBURY Seymour Shaw WARRINGAH EO 
NEWCASTLE Melita Stadium POLONIA i WARRINGAH 
PENRITH JU Kelly Park CANTERBURY i 


Gabbie Stadium Vs 
JU Kelly Park Vs 
Hawker Oval Vs 
Hurstville Oval Vs 
Melita Stadium Vs 
Austral Park Vs 
Chopin Park Vs 


9/10 APRIL (GENDEEEA 20/21 aucust 
BLACKTOWN CANTERBURY INTER MONARO BLACKTOWN Vs 

SSC YUGAL POLONIA KU-RING-GAI 

KU-RING-GAI WARRINGAH, ROCKDALE 

INTER MONARO ROCKDALE WARRINGAH 

CANBERRA NEWCASTLE POLONIA 

‘SUTHERLAND PENRITH CANTERBURY 

WOLLONGONG MELITA NEWCASTLE 


16/17 APRIL 18/19 JUNE 

NEWCASTLE BLACKTOWN Vs ROCKDALE 
‘SSC YUGAL INTER MONARO 
KU-RING-GAI WOLLONGONG 
CANBERRA WARRINGAH 
SUTHERLAND POLONIA 
MELITA CANTERBURY 
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Encouraging note from clean up campaign 


IS the West End Natio- 
nal Soccer League 
“clean-up” cam- 
paign working? 
According to Sydney’s 
leading coaches and West 
End NSL executive dire- 
ctor Stefan Kamsaz, the 
answer is a most positive — 


Only Apia’s Rale Rasic 
felt the so-called campaign 
was having a_ negative 
effect. 

Marconi’s coach Berti 
Mariani was for _ it, 
although he did feel that: 
“The referees were only 
now enforcing the laws as 
they should have been en- 
forced previously.” 


Meanwhile Vedran 
Rozic (Croatia), Eddie 
Thomson (Olympic), 


Frank Arok (Saints) and 
Mr Kamasz were all for the 
Positive effect the clean-up 
was having on the game. 

Here are the opinions of 
the coaches on the cam- 
paign... 

AROK: “Players are 
more confident on the ball, 
teams are playing the game 


with better skills, the 
public is seeing better 
games — we just need 


more consistency in the 
yellow card department.” 
ROZIC: “The cam- 
paign is providing the pub- 
lic with better football, 
more free-flowing, end-to- 
end football without the 
constant interruptions 
from fouls. There is still a 
long way to go but it is en- 
couraging skill.” 
THOMSON: “It has 
definitely had a positive in- 
fluence on the game. You 
can see. players about to 


oS ee 7) Sahl 


Ba 


MARK JANKOVICS is upended by TERRY 
BUTLER. 


foul from behind and 
change their mind at the 
last moment. 


“In the past, these play- 
ers got away with fouls — 
now that is being stamped 
out. 


“It has been a good 
thing — my only complaint 
is that a real need of con- 
sistency from the referees 
is required and their in- 
terpretation of what is a 
deliberate foul and what is 
a mistimed tackle.” 


MARIANI: “I am all 
for it. However in the past 
referees have not been en- 
forcing the laws as they 


samt PASS = 7a 
roos against Vas. 
gets stuck in. 


should have ... my com- 
plaint is consistency in 


interpretation.” 


RASIC: “A change for 
the worst, as it is encourag- 
ing the ‘actors’. Atti 
Abonyi and Mark Jank- 
ovics would have a picnic 
in the WENSL this year. 
The conmen are getting 
away with their acting, you 


le Gama — Zarko Odzakov 


get a yellow for shirt pull- 
ing and nothing for 
murder. 


“I have eight players 
who could be out of the 
game next week, such is 
the number of points they 
have accumulated. 


“There is an incon- 
sistency and lack of playing 
knowledge on the part of 
the referees. 

“They don’t know the 
difference and are being 
conned by the actors.” 


WENSL executive di- 
rector STEFAN 
KAMASZ has little doubt 
the campaign is working. 

“We just had to do 
something about cleaning 
up the game and while I 
agree there is need for con- 
sistency I feel the public is 
seeing better, more en- 
tertaining games this year. 

“The first three rounds 
produced 69 yellow and 
five red cards — slightly up 
on last year. 

“But this is expected 
when we have maximised 
the punishment for off- 
ences which detract from 
the entertainment and skill 
factors of the game.” 


March 13 
— be there 


Sydney fans are in for 
a pleasant surprise 
when, hopefully, they 
turn out in _ their 
thousands to support 
the Winfield Socceroos 
at the splendid new 
Sydney Football Sta- 
dium on Sunday, March 
13 against New Zealand. 

The new Sydney Foot- 
ball Stadium is a twenty 
first century complex. 

Every modern facility is 
afforded the spectator and 


player. 
Comfortable seating, 
accessible car parking, 


food and beverage, pro- 
ximity to the action and a 
splendid surface will blow 
the minds of those atten- 
ding their first game at the 


_ Sydney Football Stadium. 


Sydney Olympic, of 
course, are using the sta- 
dium for all their home 
matches from April 4 when 
they play Adelaide City. 


Zarko needed 


It’s none of my busi- 


_ ness but | feel it is a 


tragedy that Zarko Oda- 
zov is out of the game. 
A contractual dispute 


with his Sydney Croatia 
, club has denied the Aus- 


tralian public of seeing 
arguably our most skilled 
player in action, not to 
mention his absence from 
the Winfield Socceroo 
squad for the vital Olympic 
Games qualifiers. 

I take neither side in the 
dispute — just to say it’s 
sad we are being denied 
the undoubted talent of 
Zarko Odzakov. 


Croatia’s gain 
Speaking of Sydney 
Croatia their move in 


appointing former star 
Bruno Vidaic to the man- 
agerial position is a first 
class one. 

Vidaic brings playing 
experience and a natural 
flair for public relations to 


Arok. 

“Mitch heard on televi- 
sion that the Israel v Eng- 
land game (which Arok 
saw live in Tel Aviv but was 
not telecast in Israel) would 
not be telecast in Tel Aviv 
but would be in Holland, 


DAVID MITCHELL in action for Australia. 


his important role as an 
administrator with one of 
our leading clubs. 


‘Pro’ Mitchell 


Frank Arok tells me 
how impressed he was 
with the maturing of 
David Mtichell, soon to 
reappear in the Winfield 
Socceroo shirt. 

Arok was Mitchell’s 
guest in Holland recently 
when they sought his re- 
lease from Feyenoord for 
the Socceroo games. 

“He has matured 
tremendously as a person 
and it is interesting how 
professional life has influ- 
enced his thinking,” says 


“He taped the game and 
presented it to me when I 
arrived in Holland,” says 
the impressed Arok. 


Marconi 
at home 


Marconi, the club that 
always makes you feel 
at home did it again dur- 
ing the week with a 
media luncheon, prior to 
the St George game. 

Marconi has come out 
with its well produced 
match day programme as 
in the past, together with a 
first class team photo sur- 
rounded with individual 
photos of its various play- 


Rasic working on 
Apia problems 


HAVE the champions gone off the rails? 

Listen to the prophets of doom around town and they'll 
tell you Apia has no chance of retaining its title, that Apia 
already has already a short list of coaches and that there is 
discontent among the playing staff at the Leichhardt club. 

After four rounds Apia had lost three with just one win 
and already given its callengers a head start in the 
championship race. 

Terry Butler has played a year too long, two ‘old’ play- 
ers in the midfield in Watson and Butler is too much for a 
top team and on and on go the list of ‘problems’ within the 
Apia camp. 

But it really is not surprising Apia is having early season 
woes. 

The nation’s number two scorer Rod Brown is absent, 
Gary Ward, smashed up by louts after a World Series 
cricket match in Sydney has been absent, Alex Bundalo 
rated by Rale Rasic as the player his club has missed most 
(“the most gifted and mobile player in the game for many 
years”) Terry Butler has had personal problems which 
have affected his game, Peter Tredinnick started training 
Jate and on it goes. 

For Rasic, who has been through it all before, there is 
nothing new to this situation. 

His main problem is how to fix it quickly and get the 
Apia machine back into action. 

Bundalo’s return is crucial for Rasic who believes 
Zajmi is only half the player without Bundalo. 

But those writing Apia, and Rasic, off so early could be 
in for a shock once the Apia oufit get everyone back on 
deck. 


CAPTAIN JOHNNY 
WARREN REPORTS 


ing and coaching staff with 
individual statistics on the 
back. 

The promotion spon- 
sored by CSR Gyprock, 
now in their seventh year 
of sponsoring Marconi, 
could well be followed by 
other West End NSL 
clubs. 


Media bash 


Still on the Marconi 
lunch ... there are a few 
comedians out Marconi 
way ... Frank Farina — 
on the person he would 
most like to meet — Fred 
De Jong’s tailor . . . Craig 
Mason the same ques- 
tion — my father! 

Farina on his favourite 
actor — Tommy McCul- 
loch. ' 


» * 


TOMMY McCULLOCH 


Best 
Wishes! 


TWO best wishes mes- 
sages this week. 

© Firstly to the Winfield 
Socceroos for the Olympic 
qualifers. 

I think it is fair to say that 
in Australia qualification 
for the Olympics will have a 
far greater market 
penetration than for the 
World Cup, simply be- 
cause the Olympics will be 
shown on commercial tele- 
vision. 

In wishing them well I 
urge all Soccer fans to get 
behind the team and off 
their backsides and sup- 
port them at the various 
venues. 
© The other best wishes 
message goes to my Dad 
who celebrated his 80th 
birthday last Monday, 
February 29. In effect 20 
years of age thanks to leap 
years, in reality 80 not out, 
and 2 Soccer fan, suppor- 
ter, coach for most of those. 

“Soccer's problem has 
always been they have 
mever presented a united 
front to the sporting pub- 
lic. Personalities and poli- 
tics have always had prom- 
inence over the game itself. 

“Until Soccer is unified 
and presents a better image 
it will struggle for the 
recognition and support it 
deserves.” 


AUSTRALIAN 


~ SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 2, 1988 


Remember, only 
Lotto gives you 
a chance at a 
million every 
time you play. 


nN 


All you wanted to 

know about the 

game of Soccer in 
Australia. 


What all Soccer followers have been waiting for, the 


- Australian Soccer Annual, is now available at your 
DON'T MISS OUT! newsagent . . . Ask for it by name. 


Secure your copy now We've got the Soccer Scene covered 
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BY JOHN ECONOMOS OR 


SBS-TV is already geared up to bring us once again the most extensive 
Soccer coverage from both the domestic and overseas scenes. 


And, make no mistake, 
despite the fact that SBS 
over the last eight years has 
doen a magnificent job for 
Soccer, the network this 
year has definite aims to in- 
crease both the coverage 
as well as the quality of 
their programs, if that is 
possible. 

This year SBS will have a 
special Sport Report every 
day of the week from Mon- 
day to Friday immediately 
after the news at 7pm. 

The “Soccer staff 
squad” at SBS has also 
been increased. 

Joining Les Murray, 
Mike Hill, Andy Paschali- 
dis and Johnny Warren are 
Janette Fulford, the new 
female personality who 
will head Sport Report 


plus a former BBC 
journalist, also female, 
Jenny Rotbart. 

Meanwhile, coverage 
from Melbourne will again 
be supplied by Kyle Patter- 
son, who will be joined by 
another female Rebecca 
Kerr. 


Executive Sports Pro- 
ducer, Gary 
Thornthwaite, told ASW 
last night: “We are going 
to be bigger and brighter 
than any other year in 
sport including, of course, 
Soccer. 


“We are going to dou- 
ble the live coverage of 
major European tourna- 
ments during 1988. We are 
also covering the James 
Hardie 


National Indoor 


MIKE HILL 


WORLD SOCCER. 


Tune in for your exciting exclus- 
ive coverage of a big international match. 
Plus soccer news, highlights and scores 


SATURDAY 5.30PM 


from around 
the world. 


Soccer League, the NSL 
and later this year we will 
cover the Indoor World 
Cup set down for October 
here in Australia. 

“You can tell your 
readers that SBS is going 
into sport in a very big way 
in 1988 and Soccer once 
again will be the flagship 


product,” promised 
Thornthwaite. 

SBS Soccer presenter 
Les Murray, also told 


ASW last night: “In all 
our programs we will cover 
extensively the Olympic 
Games qualifiers right 
around Australia _ this 
month and much, much 
more.” 

Meanwhile, on the 
Saturday and Sunday 
evening news, read by the 
vivacious Mary Kotsaki- 
dis, all the available NSL 
full time scores are given. 

Kotsakidis told ASW: 
“We can hardly wait to 
give the scores out on the 
news as ‘our switchboard 
works overtime answering 
calls from Soccer fans wan- 
ting fulltime results.” 


Gold Cup 

The Bicentennial Gold 
Cup tournament,  sche- 
duled for July involving 
Brazil, Argentina, Saudi 
Arabia and Australia is ex- 
pected to covered by the 
ABC. 

But if our information is 
correct, SBS-TV is also ex- 
pected to be involved 
heavily in the coverage of 
the big tournaments. 


From left: Gary Thornthwaite, John Economos, Mary Kotsakidis and Les Murray..more games and con- 


No other channel is 
geared up for Soccer 
coverage as is SBS. 

Over the past eight years 
SBS has built up a massive 
library of tapes of matches, 
data and other relevant 
Soccer material for televi- 
sion. 

In fact, SBS has the 
necessary Soccer expertise 
available for quality, in- 
formative Soccer 
coverage. 

In June of this year, 
direct from West Ger- 
many, SBS will be in- 
volved in bringing to Aus- 


tralia for the first time live 
coverage of the European 
Nations’ Cup finals. 

SBS will cover both 
semi-finals live as well as 
the final. 

SBS coverage was last 
week paid a great compli- 
ment from overseas. 

With Israel being in- 
volved in the Olympic 
Games qualifying tourna- 
ment this month against 
New Zealand, Chinese 
Taipei and Australia, the 
Israeli Football Associa- 
tion has asked SBS to do a 
special telecast for them. 


WEST END SOCCER LEAGUE 
MATCH OF THE DAY. 


Warren calling 
all the action. 


Les Murray presents a complete cover- 
age of the most important match of the 
day, with commentators Mike Hill & Johnny 


SUNDAY 5.30PM 


Les Murray and his 
“Soccer squad” were 
approached to do the spe- 
cial presentation _—for 
Israel, which will be 
bounced out live to Israel. 

Such an invitation is 
proof enough of the high 
quality Soccer coverage 
SBS can put together. 

Les Murray commented 
to us: “You can see that 
we have worked very hard 
to bring the very best to the 
Soccer viewer in the past 
and we will continue to do 
so. 
“We will be covering 


centrating more and more 
on quality content as we go 
along.” 


Mike Hill, easily the 
best commentator in Aus- 
tralia, will again be en- 
gaged by SBS to call the 
matches and will again be 
teamed up with former 
World Cup captain Johnny 
Warren. 


Warren told ASW: 
“We must really be 
thankful to SBS. The net- 
work is Soccer’s best friend 
in the electronic media. 

“Where would we be 
without SBS?” 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 2, 1988 13 


Ye « 


» nock, playing 


aug 
[ 
| m~ 


Vd 


IF Tony Dorigo comes back to Australia to guest in 


the Gold Cup series for the Socceroos he will be a 
changed man from the “lad” who returned to holi- 
day in his Adelaide hometown last year. 

The defender, now with Chelsea in England, has 


taken himself a wife. 


He was married last month to photographic model 


Heather Morris. 


Dorigo hopes to be in the England squad for the 
European championship finals in West Germany, 
and if he makes it will be an even bigger attraction 
when and if he comes here for the Gold Cup along 
with another ex-patriate in Liverpool's Craig John- 


ston. 

A new policy introduced 
by Queensland referees 
has resulted in several 
new faces bobbing up to 
control XXXX_ pre-sea- 
son tournament match- 
es at Perry Park. 

Officials from the 
Queensland Division of 
the ASRF have decided 
that those whistlers 
who attnd training and 
meeting regularly will 
be considered first for 
the prime appoint- 
ments. While giving 
new blood a chance, the 
policy also seems to be 
proving a hit with play- 
ers and coaches. Here 
have been few com- 
plaints about the men in 
black this season which 
is a turnaround from last 
year when the refs 
coped some real verbal 
bashings, in person and 
through the media. 


Michael Brazil had a uni- 
que experience when Ade- 
laide City played Wollon- 
gong City at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 

Michael is the brother of 
Alan Brazil, the former 
Scottish international who 
returned home last week 
after a four-game stint with 
the Wollongong club. 

Before the game, 
Michael, who has lived in 
Melbourne for 13 years, 
explained that he had 
never seen Alan play 
senior Soccer. 

“T left the UK in 1975 


and Alan hadn’t joined 
Ipswich at that stage,” 
Michael said. 


“I have been back four 
times with my family but 
on each visit games in 
which Alan was playing 
were called off because of 
bad weather. 

“Now he has had to 
come halfway around the 
world so I can see him 
play.” 

Tt was worth the effort, 
as Alan created the win- 
ning goal for the Wolves in 
their 3-2 win. 

Ke 


TWO Kilmarnock play- 
ers are looking for 
careers in. Australia. 
They are right-back or 
right midfielder Lenny 
Lowe, 20, a Scottish 
schoolboy international 
with four seasons at the 


29. 

Coburn has had 11 
seasons with Kilmar- 
left-back 
and left midfield. tt 
seems there has been a 
falling out with manager 
Eddie Morrison. Lawrie 
McKinna c/o APIA club 
has the details 


ies 


club, and Jim Coburn, 


SU DALA SS Ora 


TONY DORIGO 


FORMER NSL_ and 
Queensland player of 
the year Jim Hermiston, 
making a comeback as a 
player-coach with 
Queensland XKXXX 
League team Ipswich 
United, has made him- 
self unavailable for rep- 
resentative selection. 
The brilliant sweeper, 
who was carried off after 
just seven minutes in 
the 1985 interstate clash 
which was his last repre- 
sentative appearance, 
says he intends to con- 
centrate solely on his 
club team this season. 
“Representative 
games are the incentive 
for younger players. | 
have got a job to do here 
at Ipswich United to 
which | intend to devote 
all my Soccer time. It 
would be unfair on my 
players if | was seeking 
representative recogni- 
tion,” the 40-year-old 


Hermiston said. 


Lawrle McKinna 


0 
The exclusive choice of .S) 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER FEDERATION 
NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE and 
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NSL_ attendances are 
booming in Melbourne 
after the first three rounds 
of the season. 

The big jump can largely 
be attributed to the early 
success of South Mel- 
bourne Hellas, which has 
played to huge crowds in 
recent games. 

In its first three league 
matches, the Buffalo Cup 
final and an NSL Cup 
game Hellas pulled in well 
over 33,000 fans. 

An average of 
6,500 per match. 


over 
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REMEMBER Neil Ban- 
field, the Adelaide City 
sweeper who was with 
the England Youth team 
and was in line for a 
possible Socceroo 
spot? 

He returned to Eng- 
land, but not to City. 

Now he has surfaced 
again. 

Word in SA was that 
the local Modbury club 
was interested in sign- 
ing him when he let it be 
known he would like to 
return to Australia. 

There was an immedi- 
ate reaction from City in 
their program. 

They suggested that 
any club interested in 
Banfield should contact 
City first to arrange a 
transfer fee! 


STRANGE how things 
work out. 

After the 3-2 defeat 
from Wollongong, Ade- 
laide City’s new goal- 
keeper, Robert Zabica, 
copped a lot of the 
blame for the Wolves’ 
goals. 

So what does he do 
the following week in 
Melbourne. 

He stands firm and 
saves a penalty against 
Preston to give City a 0-0 
draw. 


And it can’t be called a 
fluke. The former WA 
State custodian saved 
one against Melbourne 
Juventus in the opening 
round for another 0-0 
draw! 

If any blame is to be 
proportioned for City’s 
performances it can’t all 
be laid at Zabica’s feet, 
or hands. 


we 


Oscar Crino, the inspira- 
tion behind Footscray’s 
impressive start to the 
league campaign, is the 
new club captain. 

Crino was appointed to 
the post last week replac- 
ing Footscray’s skipper of 
five years Zdravko Lujic. 

Lujic has been keen to 
step down from the post 
since late last year when his 
NSL future was unde- 
cided. 


we. 


and Gary van Egmond move in 
against Brunswick Juventus. 


wk 


SOCCEROO Alex Tobin may suspend his accountancy 
studies if he thinks he can make the big-time with the 


Socceroos. 


The 22-year-old Adelaide City defender is determined 


to grab his Socceroo chance while he’s on the right side of 


25. 


“Tf I was older I might have to have second thoughts,” 


he says. 


“But if I thought I could win a regular place, then I 
would seriously consider putting off my final studies.” 


itee 


Wollongong City backer 
Harry Michaels Is be- 
coming something of a 


cult figure among 
Wolves’ players and 
fans. 


He has put his money 
where his mouth is and 
is elated at the promis- 
ing start made by his 
team. 

Michaels travels to all 
away games and 
brought a humorous 
comment from defender 
David Ratcliffe before 
the recent Adelaide trip. 

There was some con- 
cern on the face of 
Wolves’ coach John 
Fleming when he dis- 
covered he was two tick- 
ets short before boar- 
ding the Adelaide flight. 

While Fleming was 
sorting the problem out 
with Ansett officials, 
Michaels walked into the 
departure lounge. 

Quick as a flash Rat- 
cliffe said: “Don’t worry 
about it John, here com- 
es Harry, he’ll buy the 
plane.” 
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WHILE Adelaide Hellas 
is a favourite to make it 
back to the national league 
scene, they are casting 
wary eyes on Salisbury, the 
team which they just pip- 
ped for the SA title last 
season. 

The district side was 
cashed up to have a go at 
the NSL last year, and now 
this season look even more 
powerful. 

Not only is the same cash 
available, but the squad 
they have mustered is even 
stronger than last year’s 
line-up. 

And there is no doubt 
that if it takes out the title 
this year even more local 
stars will be willing to join 
the Berries’ ranks. 

As we went to press the 
SA Ampol Cup final was 
heading for a Hellas Salis- 


bury final, both having 
qualified for the semi- 
finals. 


Deu : ee 
David Ratcliffe surges ahead. 


LITTLE bit of trivia. There was only survivor from the 
inaugural NSL match in 1977 (Sydney Olympic v South 
Melbourne) at the weekend, when the Greek-backed 
clubs met — Olympic’s evergreen goalkeeper Gary 
Meier, who was in great form helping his side immensely 
in the 0-0 draw at Parramatta Stadium. 


FULL marks to the NSW 
Soccer Federation. 

it might not be well 
know but the offices at 
Parklea are ‘manned’ 


seven days a week, 
three times up till nine in 
the evening. 


Alex Tobin in training. 


FOR THOSE WHO 
TAKE THEIR SPORT 
SERIOUSLY 


Ivzutre 
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CHEETHA Vosuga, the 
Fiji international who 
plays with Queensland 
XXXX League club Olym- 
pic United, has always 
been a favorite with the 
club’s Greek fans, but now 
is heading towards Helle- 
nic immortality. 


In addition to speaking 
Indian and English as well 
as his native tongue, 
Cheetha has now learned 
Greek. Although not 
fluent yet, he can hold con- 


versations with club offi- - 


cials and supporters — and 
the Greeks love it. 


Cheetha learned his new 
language purely by ear. 
His tutors include several 
of his young Greek team- 
mates, his workmates at 
the D.I-M. Furniture Fac- 
tory at Morningside and 
club identities Con Iconi- 
mides, Fred Scordou and 
Spiro Armenis. 


ANOTHER highly re- 
spected Soccer writer 
has joined the ASW 
stable! You will enjoy 
the regular contribu- 
tions of Melbourne’s 
Sun News Pictorial 
Soccer expert PETER 
DESIRA. He will com- 
plement the penetrat- 
ing reports of our 
other leading local 
match reporters, 
Greg Blake and John 
Mangan. 


Fijian 


FIJIAN Soccer 
“Cheetha” Vosuga 
themselves in the 


Internationals, 
and Sam Work, could find 
unique sitaution of playing 


Cheetha seeks 
new Maroon jersey 


Bill Monteverde after a Melee broke out in which it was 
alleged linesman Alan Kibbler was struck. 

This year’s Queensland tour will be historic as it will be 
the first international Soccer fixture for the Fijians since 


against their own country when Queensland 


tours the Island nation in 


May. 


As registered XXXX League players with Olympic 


Unied and Ipswich United 


respectively, the Fijians are 


eligible for selection in Bruce Stowell’s squad which will 
make a three-match tour of Fiji. 

But at the same time they could still be called up for the 
Fijian team to take on the Maroons. The two players, 
both characters in their side, are relishing the unique dual 
eligibility and are working their way towards the type of 
form which could see them both in demand. 

But Cheetha has made his intentions quite clear. The 
27-year-old midfielder wants to play for Queensland. 

“I want to play for Queensland because here is now 
more home than Fiji. I have applied for permanent re- 


sidency,” he said. 


Both Cheetha and Work played against Queensland 


when I toured Fiji in 1985 


and were in the Fijian side 


which played a controversial one and a half game series 
against the Maroons at Perry Park last year. The second 
game between the two sides was abandoned by referee 


MEDAL WINNER 
ON TRANSFER 


LAST year’s Queensland Rothman’s Medal win- 
ner, Richard Van Win, Is on the transfer list after 
failing to come to terms with his XXXX League 


LAWRENCE OUDENDYK 


Cutillas 
in special 
coaching 


e 
sessions 
BRISBANE Lions coach 
Juan Cutillas has be- 
gun special morning 
coaching clinic which 
could reap the club be- 

nefits. 

The Spanish-born Cutil- 
Jas, who is employed full- 
time at Richlands, has be- 
gun two-hour coaching cli- 
nics on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9am. The 
courses are for any play- 
ers, both form Lions and 
surrounding clubs, who 
may be on holidays, out or 
work or not at school. 

“The clinics are ideal for 
any players in the area who 
are looking for something 
to do during the day. With 
the numbers we expect, 
Juan will have plenty of 
time to work individually 
with players, concentrat- 
ing on any weak areas of 
their game,” said Lions 


secretary Lawrence 
Oudendyk. 
Anyone who is  in- 


terested in attending the 
free clincs are encouraged 
to just turn up at Lions 
Stadium, Pine Road Rich- 
Jands, in time for a 9am 
start on either Tuesday or 
Thursday. 


club, Redlands. 


The 21-year-old midfiel- 
der, who has a maximum 
transfer fee of just $1,500, 
claimed he was not happy 
with the club’s offer this 
season and appears to have 
set his sights for one of the 
XXXX League Big Guns. 

“I want a new club that is 
very competitive and who 
treat their players well,” 
said Van Win. Who in that 
statement, may have well 
and truly burned the 
Bayside Bridges behind 
him. 


Redlands, who were 
only promoted to the 
XXXX League last sea- 
son, struggled to sign name 
players last year but man- 
aged to lure Van Win from 
Lions. 

Despite having a team 
comprising mostly of 
locals, player-coach Steve 
Perry did a huge job to 
keep the Baysiders away 
from relegation last year. 

With millionaire Dick 
Karreman, last year’s club 
president, no longer in- 
volved in the club, the 
purse strings have been 
tightened and it seems the 
club’s assessment and Van 
Win’s own appraisal of his 


ability are somewhat 
apart. 
While acknowledging 


Van Win would be a loss if 
he transferred, Perry is 
more content to get on 
with organising his side 
rather than becoming bog- 
ged down in negotiations. 
“As far as I know he 
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last year’s military coup. two of Queensland’s three 
games will be against the Fiji national team. Matches will 
be played in Nadi, Suva and Lautoka. 

While Stowell took away full strength Queensland 
team to Fiji in 1985 and to New Zealand last year, his 
touring Maroons squad this time will be very much a de- 
velopmnt team. The Queensland Soccer Federation was 
unable to negotiate a break in the NSL calendar to allow 
Brisbane Lions’ players to tour and Stowell now can only 
pick his players from the XXXX League teams. 

While the XXXX pre-season tournament has given 
Stowell an opening insight, he will use this month’s in- 
tercity series as his final selection guide. Brisbane, 
Ipswich and Gold Coast will play matches over the com- 


ing weeks. 


Queensland were undefeated in six matches last year 
and have not lost since they went down 1-2 to Fiji in the 
opening tour match against Fiji. They reversed that score 
in the second clash against the Fijians to begin an eight 
match undefeated run that has included a win and a draw 


against NSW. 


(Van Win) is just sitting it 
out and waiting to hear 
from anyone who is in- 
terested,” Perry said. 

Although a busy worker 
Van Win’s diminutive size 
has prompted a number of 
clubs to overlook him in 
the past and it will be in- 
teresting to see whether 
any weigh in with offers 
this time. 

While the possible loss 
of Van Win is a blow for 
Redlands, the club’s hopes 
of a more successful, or at 
least less worrying season, 
this time round have been 


RICHARD VAN WIN goes past COLIN SIMPSON 


GREG RUSSELL 
COVERS 


QUEENSLAND 


boosted by the signing of 
former Sydney Croatia de- 
fender Kevin Coleman. 

Coleman has had in- 
termittent stints with 
Rochedale in recent sea- 
sons but his work commit- 
ments have repeatedly cut 
into his availability. 

But, the sturdy defender 
lives closer to Redlands 
than the Rochedale club, 
and upon hearing that 
veteran striker and good 
friend Ron Millman was 
coming back for one more 
year with Redlands, Cole- 
man agreed to sign. 

The loss of the experi- 
enced defender will be 
heavily felt at Underwood 
Park, where coach John 
Reid is desperate for ex- 
perienced players to put 
among his _ enthusiastic, 
but very raw, youngsters. 


PROMOTION-chasing 


-Division Two club, Aca- 


cia Ridge, is set to have 
a double-pronged Irish 
attack this season. 

The enterprising club 
has secured the services of 
former Brisbane Lions and 
Coalstars [Irish striker 
Dave Richardson, and is 
confident fellow Irishman 
Roy Smyth — who was 
among the Ridge’s leading 
scorers last season — will 
return to Australia. 

Under Queensland Soc- 
cer Federation rules, Divi- 
sion Two clubs are permit- 
ted only one visa player, 
but circumstances look set 
to fall right for the Ridge to 
allow the club to sign both 
Trishmen. 


Richardson was re- 
tained by Coalstars last 
year, but returned to Ire- 
land during the off-season, 
technically ending his 
commitment to the Bun- 
damba club. 

But Ridge officials, who 
had become very friendly 
with Richardson during his 
Australian stay, main- 
tained contact with the 29- 
year-old striker and 
negotiated a new visa 
arrangement. 

Initially that the meant 
there was no place for 
Smyth, who was a huge hit 
last year and played a 
major role in nearly the 


DAVID RICHARDSON wins a heading duel. 


Ridge promotion to the 


XXXX League. 

But then Smyth 
announced that he was 
marrying his longtime 
Australian girlfriend, 


Lana Barkmeyer (a sister 
in law of Brisbane Lions 
NSL_ midfielder John 
Ogden) in Ireland on April 
13. The couple intends re- 
turning to Australia to live 
in May. 

The Ridge are going all- 
out to regain the XXXX 
League status they lost two 
years ago. New coach Eric 
Thompson, formerly with 
XXXX League Highrid- 
ers, Mount Gravat, has in- 
stilled a new professional- 
ism at the club and last 
week declared his side 
“the team to beat”. 


Thompson made _ the 
prediction after he took 
away the club’s entire 
senior staff to a weekend 
training camp on the Gold 
Coast. 


“The camp was a huge 
success. I was able to get to 
know the players and see 
they could all do,” Thomp- 
son said. 


The camp included 
morning runs over the in- 
famous Burleigh head- 
land, jogs along the beach 
and Dune Sprints, inten- 
sive coaching involving the 
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SOCCER 


trish link the tonic 
for keen Acacia Ridge 


entire club senior coaching 
panel and culminating in 


an  inter-cabin  tourna- 
ment. 

The camp also included 
a novelty event where 
players were challenge to 
juggle the ball. Each 


player was permitted three 


attempts over the 
weekend and it was the 
youngsters that led the 
way. 


Andrew “‘little fuzz” hill 
posted an early mark of 
just over 600 which was 
later beaten by Michael 
Butchard who dropped the 
ball after more than 800 


juggles. 
But it was Queensland 
under 16 player Glenn 


Sheppard who took the 
first prize when he kept the 
ball up 1381 times in an 
energy-sapping 14 minute 
effort at midday on 
Saturday. 

His marathon attracted 
a huge crowd including fel- 
low camp residents, local 
holidaymakers and three 
busloads of camera-snap- 
ping Japanese tourists, 
who ingored the perils of 
the busy Gold Coast high- 
way to race across the road 
to watch Sheppard’s quest. 

Thompson now intends 
to continue the juggling 
challenge throughout the 
season with players en- 
couraged to beat the 
youngster’s mark. 


Gardner’s 


Workshop 


A special Queensland 


Soccer Workshop at 
Perry Park last week 
could produce major 
promotional and 
publicity benefits for 
the State’s XXXX 
League competition. 

The workshop, orga- 


nised by QSF marketing 
and promotions officer, 
Mark Gardner, was 
attended by representative 
of the State’s top clubs who 
discussed way of increasing 
media awareness and 
coverage of the code. 

And a number of excit- 
ing initatives were unear- 
thed. A special sub-com- 
mittee will be formed by 
club delegates who will 
work together to promote a 
match of the day each 


outlets in Queensland, 
their representatives and 
the deadlines to which they 
work. 

The clubs were then 
advised of the best methods 
of getting stories of journal- 
ists and the type and style of 
mews and features each 


Proposals were also 
made for each club to 
nominate two players from 
their first team, squad to 


attend a special media 
training course. 

The course, to be con- 
ducted by local Soccer 
journalists will aim to teach 
players correct procedures 
in dealing with the media, 
warn them of the possible 
traps, and give them 
practical experience in 
being interviewed by the 


bank of statistics on 
Queensland Soccer. 

With no official status- 
tics being kept, it was felt 
many stories about player 
appearance achievements 
and significant goal tallies 
were being missed. 

“Tt was one of the most 
Possitive meeting involving 
Queensland Soccer clubs 


print and electronic media. that I have attended. 

The meeting also de- Everyone sat down with the 
cided to begin moves to aim of putting their com- 
assemble a comprehensive plains aside and getting on 
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with finding solutions,” 
Gardner said. 

“We have now isolated 
the areas in which we must 
work, and now realise ex- 
actly what must be done. 

“With everyone work- 
ing together I am sure there 
will be mmediate short 
term benefits as well as 
making significant steps to- 
wards out longterm aim of 
gaining regular and size- 
able coverage of Soccer in 
the Queensland media.” 

15 


THE Queensland Soccer Federation's $7000 XXXX pre-season tournament 
has been rocked by a registration investigation that was expected to result 
in the overturning over several first round results. 


Three’ clubs were in- 
volved in the investigation 
after an unannounced 
check of players registra- 
tions by the QSF office. It 
is understood the clubs 
may have trialled players 
without proper clearances 
or registrations. 

Under the widely distri- 
buted tournament rules, 
all players involved in the 
competition have to be 
“on either a federation 
contract or contract or 
amateur approved form or 
be subject to an authorised 
loan” or “players on the 
open to transfer list.” 

Under standard FIFA 
rules, any team found to 
have played an incorrectly 
registered player will be 
deemed to have lost the 
game 3-0, if the QSF in- 
voked the rules, as was ex- 
pected, the results of at 
least four first round 
games were likely to be 
altered, 

While the QSF refused 
to reveal the identity of the 
clubs pending the outcome 
of the investigation, it was 
strongly rumored that 
Easts, North Star and 
Ipswich United may have 
been the clubs put under 
the microscope. 


Easts fielded three 
Wynnum players, Billy’ 
McDermott, Darren Cor- 
bett and Dave Mewburn in 
its 1-0 win over Coalstars. 
North Star played Tar- 


inga’s Mark Greer in a 3-3 
draw with Redlands and 
again in a 3-0 win over 
Grange Thistle. Ipswich 
United fielded Gold Coast 
player Duncan McKenna 
in a 2-2 draw with Roche- 
dale. 

Under the tournament 


format, the 12 XXXX 
League teams were di- 
vided into four groups. 


Each group played a 
Round Robin over the first 
fornight of the tournament 
to produce eight teams to 
contest this week’s 
quarter-finals. 

The early results sug- 
gested North Star, Easts, 


Brisbane City Azzurri, 
Olympic United, Coal- 
stars, Redlands United, 
Mount Gravatt and 


Ipswich United would ady- 
ance to this week’s quar- 
ters. But the result of the 
investigation was expected 
to considerably alter that 
list with Rochedale, 
Grange Thistle, Taringa 
Rovers or Brisbane 
Croatia possibly gaining a 
second chance. 

QSF Executive Director 
Alan Vessey was reluctant 
to comment on the in- 
vestigation. “There were a 
number of matters involv- 
ing certain clubs and play- 
ers which required clar- 
ification. A review of re- 
sults could take place 


pending the outcome of 
the investigation,” he said. 


Zealand. 


TOM McKAIN GOES BEHIND THE SCENES 


IT is to be hoped that by 
the time the Gold Cup 
series comes around in 
July Soccer's official- 
dom will have got its 
act together.’ 


There appears to be a 
lack of communication 
somewhere between the 
coach, players ASF and 
West End National 
League. 
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Take the other week 
when the Socceroos were 
due to play an Olympic 
preliminary qualifier 
against Chinese Taipei in 
Canberra. 

Word from the ASF the 
week before was that 
coach Frank Arok would 
name his 20-man Olympic 
Games round robin squad 
on the Monday before the 
Taipei game. 


SUBBUTEO has a defi- 
nite appeal as a skilful 


pastime or 
tion. 

For those interested in 
finding out more about the 
game the contacts are: 

Australian Subbuteo 
Association, PO Box 634, 
Leichhardt. 2040 

Victoria: Paul Mercer, 
5/16 Callander Rd., Pas- 
coe Vale. 3044 phone (03). 
300 3337 

Queensland: Shane 
Robinson, 7 Cibo Court, 
Calomvale. 4116 phone 
(07) 273 6528 

Western Australia: 
Allan Coulthard, Lot 5 


competi- 


Mason Rd., Forrestdale. 
6155 

Tasmania: Peter 
Brooks, GPO Box 912, 
Hobart. 7000. 


ITALIA NEED NEW TALENT 


PERTH Italia are in desperate need of players. 
That is the one clear fact emerging from the cur- 
rent Emu Export night competition taking place 


in Western Australia. 

Italia is a bold experi- 
ment by the Italian com- 
munity of Perth to amalga- 
mate the leading Italian 
clubs into one major club, 
powerful and all-conquer- 
ing. 

At the end of the season 
they will make a concerted 
push for inclusion in the 
National League. 

To make the leap to the 
national stage, Italia must 
establish their credentials 
as being worthy of inclu- 
sion. 

So far they are well short 
of the minimum require- 
ments. 

But of course it is early 
days and any new concept 
needs time. 

Italia must be given the 
opportunity to re-assess 
their priorities and find the 
balance to firmly plant the 
foundation of a new enter- 
prise. 

At this stage new players 
are priority number one. 

From the amalgamation 
of Azzurri, Fremantle 
Tricolore and second divi- 
sion Balcatta Etna there 
are not enough quality 
players to win the 1988 pre- 
miership. 

They are unlikely to 
make the semi-finals of the 
current night competition, 
though a series of freak re- 
sult could see them sneak 
in if they win their last two 
matches. 

Of the Italian clubs not 
to join the amalgamation, 
Bayswater Inter are pre- 
sently on top of the night 
series league ladder. 


PAUL HALFORD, expected to join Brisbane Lions, 
is yet another player who has shrugged off the 
disappointment of rejection by a professional 
club in Britain to prove his true worth “Down 


Under”. 


A native of Nottingham, 
Halford signed schoolboy 
forms for nearby Derby 
County and, when 16, be- 
came a full time pro. Un- 
fortunately, he failed to 
progress beyond the 
Rams’ youth and reserve 
teams. 


In January, 1982 County 
cancelled his contract and, 
just two months later, he 
was in New Zealand play- 
ing for Napier City 
Rovers. 


Rovers had just gained 
promotion to the Kiwi 
National League for the 
first time and Halford 


Arok took off for Israel 
to watch the home side 
against England as part of 
his planning for the Olym- 
pic qualifiers —_ against 
Israel, New Zealand and 
the Chinese. 


We spoke to him on the 
Sunday when he returned, 
and he said he would not 
name his squad until Tues- 
day, March 1. 

This was to allow for in- 
juries and any form loss in 
the games at the weekend, 
which was commonsense. 

He also said he was tak- 
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played a vital role in keep- 
ing them there. 

Very soon, the young 
Englishman was _ being 
widely acclaimed as one of 
the most exciting pros- 
pects on the local scene. 

Equally effective in mid- 
field or up front, Halford’s 
workrate and creativity 
quickly caught the eye. 

The question of his 
eligibility for the All 
Whites became a frequent 
topic of conversation on 
the touchlines and in the 


grandstands of Soccer 
grounds throughout the 
country. 


In fact, Halford still held 


a 


ing a full 22-man squad 
into camp on the Tuesday 
before the Friday night 
preliminary match against 
Taipei. 

Then came the con- 
fusion. 

World Adelaide City’s 
Alex Tobin, Aurelio Vid- 
mar and Joe Mullen plus 
South Melbourne’s Paul 
Wade be in the squad? 

Of course they would. 
Why not? 

They were due to play 
on the Wednesday when 
their clubs met in the 


In their final prelimin- 
ary match they face 
Floreat Athena knowing 
that a draw will almost cer- 
tainly see them in the 
finals. 

That fact alone will be 
enough to start a witch 
hunt, and factions within 
each of the amalgamated 
clubs call for a re-appraisal 
of the situation. 

Therefore, we will see a 
concerted effort in the next 
few weeks for new faces 
who will be brought in 
from overseas, particular- 
ly Britain. 

Last week coach Francis 
Burns dropped five regu- 
lars in Graham Norman- 
ton, Gary Marocchi, 
goalkeeper Jim Preston 
Joe Vecchio and Ricky 
Davis. 

His reward was Italia’s 
first win in beating Spear- 
wood Dalmatinac 1-0 with 
a goal in the final minute of 
play. 

“Italia have lost five 
major players from last 
year’s Azzurri in Peter 
Murphy and Paul Donnel- 
ly to Melbourne Croatia, 
Gareth Naven to Adelaide 
City, Keven Elliott to Stir- 
ling Macedonia and Peter 
Andrews to Kingsway 
Olympic,” said Burns. 

“With that team Azzur- 
ti finished only second in 
the league, therefore, 
logically speaking, we 
need more than five re- 
placements to win the 
competition this year.” 

He said Italia had some 


Halford . . . gain for Brisba 


BY PAUL MOON 


British citizenship when 
first displaying the silver 
fern. Named in “The New 
Zealand XI” to meet the 
touring Glasgow Rangers 
in 1984, he came on as a 
second half substitute. 

During the following 
season, Halford, now a 
fairly dinkum Kiwi, played 
in the full New Zealand 
side against England’s 
Newcastle United _—_at 
Napier, once more as a re- 
placement. That proved to 
be his last All Whites 
appearance for over two 
years. 

Despite winning New 
Zealand Soccer’s premier 
knockout tournament, the 
Chatham Cup (Halford 
scored his team’s vital 
second goal when they de- 
feated red hot favorites 
North Shore United in the 


Beach Fashions Cup quar- 
ter final in Melbourne. 

Forget the Cup. No 
players will be released. 

With three players in the 
squad, City were on the 
job immediately to have 
the Cup game postponed. 

A check with the clubs 
revealed that neither they 
nor their players had 
known anything about the 
camp. 

By the Monday the pic- 
ture was no clearer. 

The ASF did not know 
the names of the players 


promising youngsters 
coming through the ranks 
but that younsters will not 
win titles. 

Of the players coming 
from the other two clubs he 
rates young Andy Thor- 
burn as an outstanding 
player with a cultured left 
foot and a powerful pre- 
sence in defence, while 
little Nicky Dyer works 
tirelessly in midfield. 

But there is little else. 

the new eight-club Su- 
per League needs a vir- 
bant, rampant, successful 
Italia for the competition 
to flourish — and all the 
other clubs know it. 

“We are extremely dis- 
appointed in the initial 


showing of Italia,” was the 
common feeling expressed 
by other club officials. 


ROHAN MATHEWS 
Bayswater 
One of the highlights of 
the night competition has 
been the re-emergence of 
former Australian youth 
striker Paul Tombides as a 
force to be reckoned with. 


final), Rovers were rele- 
gated from the National 
League in 1985. 

Numerous clubs then 
clamoured for the talented 
linkman’s signature, but 
he remained loyal to 
Rovers. 

The Hawke's Bay club 
immediately bounced 
back into the National 
League, as Central Regio- 
nal League champions, 
and, upon returning to the 
highest sphere of domestic 
Soccer, Halford Te- 
asserted himself as a con- 
tender for an All Whites 
jersey. 

His official internatio- 
nal debut came in the un- 
likely setting of Apia, 
against Western Samoa in 
an Olympic Games qual- 
ifying round match, late 
last year. 


oe 


Overcome those National camp , foul ups! 


who were to be called into 
the camp for the following 
day. 


And the players had still 
to be notified. 


It is not always easy to 
persuade employers, no 
matter how Soccer orien- 
tated they may be, that you 
have to fly off at a day’s 
notice, or less. 

Into late Monday after- 
noon and still no decision 
had been announced ab- 
out the postponment or 
otherwise of the Cup tie. 


For a number of years 
this “enfant terrible” of 
WA Soccer has languished 
in mediocrity, failing to 
find the target and general- 
ly playing well below his 
capacity. 

It was thought that Tom- 
bides’ days as a quality first 
division player were over 
as he struggled to come to 


| terms with his move from 


promising youngster to ex- 
pected brilliance in 
manhood. 

He last made an im- 
pression in 1983 when he 
scored 29 goals for Mace- 
donia to win the leading 
goalscorers’ award. 

But since those halcyon 
days the skills that thrilled 
the paying public have 
only fleetingly been seen. 

The night series, with 
him back with his first club, 
Olympic, has seen the re- 
turn of the old Tombides. 

His goalscoring touch 
and jinking skills, ex- 
ceptional for a big man, are 
back on show. 

He has scored five times 
in six matches to sit in 
equal second place on the 
night series goalscoring 
list. 

Welcome back Paul. 


ne Lions? 


He celebrated by scor- 
ing within seven minutes of 
the kick off and also netted 
during the second leg at 
Auckland. 

A brilliant solo goal (af- 
ter running nearly half the 
length of the field) provided 
the turning point of the All 
Whites’ recent victory 
over IFK Gothenburg at 
Wellington and Halford 
may well have progressed 
beyond the fringe of the 
squad. 

Lions’ fans will find the 
24 year old to be a whole- 
hearted and enterprising 
player. 

His never-say-die atti- 
tude was invaluble to 
Napier as they established 
themselves as a force in 
New Zealand football and 
should be of equal worth of 
Lions. 


And it was not until late 
Monday morning that the 
ASF was able to tell us 
which players were to go 
into camp on the Tuesday 
— and at that stage the 
players had still not been 
officially informed. 

In the end everyone 
muddled through. 

The players got into 
camp and the Cup game 
was postponed. 

With the eyes of the 
world upon us for the Gold 
Cup, let’s hope there are 
no foul-ups. 


State 


By DAVE WILLIAMS 
NORTHERN NSW and Tasmania will meet in a full 


representative fixture as a Bicentenary 


event in Newcastle next October. 


It will be the first time a 
Tasmanian State team has 
visited the Newcastle area 
since 1932 and only the 
third time since 1912. 

The match is scheduled 
for Sunday, October 2, 
during the NSW Labour 


tre, home of the Newcastle 
(rugby league) Knights, for 
the match. 

Robin Pulford, Secret- 
ary of the Tasmanian Soc- 
cer Federation, said that 
his Board had agreed to 
the proposals for the 


EES 


& a reunion and parade of 
(Northern) internationals 9 


Day holiday weekend. 

The Northern NSW 
Federation has booked the 
International Sports Cen- 


CENTRAL Coast Soc- 
cer Association  Li- 
mited has secured 
Pepsi and Margin & 
Sons Drinks as major 
Sponsors again for the 
Premier League in the 
1988 season. 

Director of Marketing 
Kevin Best said: “It is the 
fourth year that Pepsi has 
sponsored this competi- 
tion and the Board of Di- 
rectors is pleased to have 
their continued support. 

This year will be the 
Association’s 25th year 
and moves are under way 
to make the year a memor- 
able one for all involved in 
the game. 

The sponsorship __in- 
cludes prize money for 
League Champions and 
Premiers together with the 
runners up for both 
awards. The Premiers also 
receive Club jackets suit- 
ably embroidered. 

Barry Margin has been a 
strong supporter of Soccer 
over many years and his 


match set out by the North- 
erm NSW Federation and 
was looking forward to the 
challenge of _ interstate 


negotiations between the 
Association and Pepsi are 
appreciated. 

As well as the Pepsi Pre- 
mier League sponsorship 
funds have also been made 
available for the continua- 
tion of the highly success- 
ful monthly news mag- 
azine ‘Soccer Post’. 


Hi] 


Se ea 
Director of Coaching — Ken Kaiser. 


football. 
He said that Tasmania 
rarely had the chance to 


_ compete at State level and 


he hoped that the match in 
Newcastle would be the 


forerunner of an annual 
event between the two 
States. 


An added attraction to 
the October 2 fixture will 
be a reunion and parade of 
internationals who  re- 
ceived their Australian 
caps while members of 
Northern clubs. 


Director of Coaching 
Ken Kaiser will be in 
charge of the Northern 
NSW squad, whose mana- 
ger will be former first divi- 
sion goalkeeper, _ Bill 
Walker. 


Walker, the son of the 
late “Jock” Walker, a for- 
mer NSW representative 
centre-forward, is the cur- 
rent vice-president of the 
Northern NSW  Federa- 
tion, 


More than 120 Northern 
Players have worn the 
Australian colours at least 
once, and those still surviv- 
ing will be invited to attend 
the match at the ISC as 


guest of the Northern 
NSW Federation. 
Information _ provided 


by local historian and for- 
mer Mayfield United State 
League team fullback, 
Harry Hetherington, 
shows that Newcastle beat 
Tasmania 4-1 in a match 
played in Newcastle in 
1912. 

Included in the New- 
castle team was D.E. 
(Dave) Williams, the 
writer's father, who also 
represented NSW against 
Victoria and Queensland. 

Another Tasmanian 
team made the journey to 
the Newcastle district in 
1932 and played South 
Maitland at Weston’s 
Homestead ground. 

But, even the diligent 
Harry Hetherington can- 
not locate the result. 


Col Curran in Newcastle colours. 


Northern NSW concem 
over amateur wrangle 


THE dispute that arose 
from the disaffiliation 
of the former Northern 
NSW Amateur Soccer 
Federation from the 
Northern NSW Soccer 
Federation to join the 
NSW Amateur Soccer 
Federation has _ sim- 
mered for a year. 


This is despite the two 
amateur organisations 
being directed by the Aus- 
tralian Soccer Federation 
disatfiliate and the group 
which now calls itself the 
Northern NSW Branch of 


the NSW Amateur Soccer 
Federation, to Tejoin the 
Northern NSW  Federa- 
tion. 

As a result, the North- 
ern NSW Federation has 
been left with no option 
but to formalise a new 
junior organisation to 
maintain its charter agree- 
ment with the ASF. 

Seveal _amateur-junior 
associations from the more 
northerly areas of the State 
have rejoined the North- 
em NSW Federation, 
while more could follow. 

However, during a pub- 
lic meeting held in 


) 


Newcastle on February 23, 
an open invitation was 
issued to hree of the 
strongest branches in the 
amateur ranks — the 
Newcastle, Hunter Dis- 
tricts and Macquarie 
groups — to meet with the 
Northern NSW  Federa- 
tion’s Board of Directors 
to try to settle the matter. 

If there is no positive re- 
sponse from these amateur 
groups, then the Northern 
NSW Federation will con- 
tinue with its plans to weld 
its junior affiliates into a 
strong organisation. 


— DAVE WILLIAMS. 


L_NSW STATE LEAGUE 


Polonia picks up Rassmussen 


IT’S been a long, hard road back to the top for 
former Blacktown City NSL player Tony Rass- 


mussen. 


Few people would have 
given the tough-tackling 
defender much chance of 
play at the top level again 
after a recurring knee in- 
jury finally put him out of 
the game in 1985. 


Tony Rassmussen. . 


That was just weeks 
after he had played along- 
side Kevin Keegan before 
a capacity crowd at Mar- 
coni Stadium when the for- 
mer England captain made 
two guest appearances for 


 cpiones back. 


Blacktown City. 


After his knee was re- 
constructed, Rassmussen 
spent many hours working 
out on the weights in the 
garage of his Penrith home 
to build his leg up. 


A successful season in 
district Soccer with Pen- 
rith SC last year gave him 
the confidence to play 
State League again. 


With Rassmussen and 
former Penrith City NSL 
player Davie Hale in the 
team, Penrith SC did the 


“double” — winning the 
championship and the 
Nepean Cup. 


Now, at 27, Rassmussen 
is making a comeback in 
State League with newly- 
Promoted first division 
club, Polonia. 


Although he was a mid- 
fielder with Penrith SC, he 
will play left-back or stop- 
per with Polonia _ this 
season. 


“T’ve got a lot of condi- 
tion to get back, which I’m 
working on,” he said. “I 
think I'll do a good job for a 
State League club and I’m 
looking forward to it.” 


FROM BRAD EARL 


Uruguayan’s Henry Tapia stresses Penrith link 


From BRAD EARL 


PENRITH may be represented in Australia’s top 
Soccer competition again if Penrith Uruguay 


wins promotion to the NSL. 


The South American- 
supported club — former- 
ly Auburn Uruguay — 
moved to Cook Park, St 
Marys, at the start of last 
season after former NSL 
club Penrith City folded. 

Penrith Uruguay secret- 
ary Henry Tapia refuted 
my comment that the club 
still has to convince local 
Soccer followers that it is 
willing to promote Nepean 
juniors. 


Tapia says the club is 
keen to have Nepean play- 
ers in its ranks — pointing 
out that a member of Uru- 
guay’s first grade side, 
Craig Thompson, is a local 
junior who played for Pen- 
rith City. 

“We changed our name 
to Penrith and we want to 
be in this area because we 
think there is a lot of poten- 
tial here,” he said. 


“I know we have some 
people who react against 
us because we are for- 
eigners but it is silly for 
people to think that be- 
cause we are Uruguayan 
we only want Uruguayans 
in the team. 

“That has already been 
proven in our senior team 
where there are two Uru- 
guayan players, two Scott- 
ish players and the rest are 
Australians.” 

In an attempt to forge 
closer links with the Pen- 
rith district, Uruguay 
wants to dual-register 


players from Nepean’s 
under-17 Youth League 
team for the club’s under- 
19 team. 

“We want to work with 
16s, 17s and even 18s this 
year,” Tapia said. “If we 
work only with 19s and 
they are not good enough 
to go up to first grade next 
year, then we are wasting 
one year.” 

Penrith Uruguay will 
still field its own Youth 
League teams this year — a 


Contentious point with 
some Nepean officials. 
However, Tapia says 


the reason is to provide an 
opportunity for junior 
Players from the Uru- 
guayan and wider Spanish- 
speaking community to 
play Youth League. 

The club wants to use 
both Nepean and Uruguay 
Youth League team as 
“feeder” teams for its 
under-19 side in future. 

“We don’t want to com- 
pete against Nepean and 
we don’t want Nepean to 
compete against us,” he 
said. 

“Our intention is to pro- 
duce our own players: We 


are not rich enough to go 
and buy players from other 
clubs.”” 

Penrith Uruguay’s goal 
is promotion to the NSL 
with the winners of the 
NSW State League 
assured of a place in Aus- 
tralia’s premier competi- 
tion. 

“The only way we can do 
that is through gate-tak- 
ings,” Tapia said. 

“That’s why we want 
people from the Penrith 
area to support us — and 
they will get good value for 
the money they pay.”” 
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THE tough line on over physical play in State 


League and the National 
ing an effect. 


To date the effect main- 
ly has been on the players, 
who are finding them- 
selves showered with 
yellow and red cards. 

Players and teams gen- 
erally have not, as yet, 
been able to adapt to a less 
physical game after years 
of highly physical play in 
all of our leagues. 

However, so long as the 
referees maintain their 
tough stance, players will 
have to respond to this as 
will coaches. 

Traditionally tough 
teams such as Brunswick 
Juventus are the ones who 
will find it hardest to mod- 
ify their game. 

Its two sendings off 
against Marconi will cer- 
tainly have sparked some 
reaction in the Brunswick 
camp. 

I suspect that Len 
McKendry will feel, and 
freely say so, that he 
should not haye to modify 
his team’s approach to 
Soccer. 

He considers that Soc- 
cer is a man’s game and it 


League is certainly hav- 


should be left alone. 

Once on a_ coaching 
camp I played in a Soccer 
game with Len. 

He played at the back 
and he appeared to be your 
typical hard-tackling cen- 
tral defender, 

I. remember Jackie 
Charlton of England and 
Leeds United saying that 
Soccer was a man’s game at 
a time when administra- 
tors in England were trying 
to curb the hatchet men. 

He also was a central de- 
fender. 

England, in more recent 
times, set out on a another 
clean-up of the playing 
side of the game, this time 
in a more sustained and de- 
termined manner. 

It has been a boon to 
skilful players, especially 
strikers and to the game 
generally in England. 


Attack! 


The proctection of skil- 
led players, along with the 
three points for a win that 
brought a greater desire to 


attack, is producing some 
great games of Soccer 
these days in England. 

I am one of those who 
stays up late to watch the 
English Soccer on televi- 
sion on Thursday nights. 

There have been some 
outstanding games shown. 


English Soccer still has 
its very fit, highly commit- 
ted and brave players, but 
they are not allowed to 
kick lumps out of one 
another in the manner they 
once were. 

Luton, Aston Villa, 
Liverpool, Everton, even 
lowly Oxford, have played 
some delightful Soccer in 
recent weeks. 

With the pressure de- 
fence that restricts the 
space of Soccer players all 
over the world these days, 
it is imperative that skilful 
players are at least free 
from the intimidation of 
having their legs kicked off 
by cynical close marking 
opponents. 

I spoke to a National 
League coach and said to 
him: 

“You used to kick play- 
ers... 3” 

“Thats right,” he said. 

“I have been told by 


Adapting to a more skilful game 


players that you tell them 
to kick their opponents.” 

“That’s right! T want to 
be successful. I want to be a 
$50,000 a year coach. 

“Yes I would call a play- 
er a black bastard if I 
thought he would retaliate 


~ and get sent off. 


“J will do anything that 
will help me to get a re- 
sult.” 

I admired this coach’s 
honesty, as I do his ability. 
He will probably achieve 
his goal. 

I hope he will not be too 
upset that I have used his 
words. Perhaps as he sees 
them in black and white he 
may ponder on them. 

The tough line on foul 
play will bring more work 


for the disciplinary com- _ 


mittee the 


country. 


Dismissals 
In NSW last year, more 


throughout 


than 600 players from 
Federation Soccer fronted 
the disciplinary com- 
mittee. 


This has caused a situa- 
tion where there are too 
few people to man these 
committees — at least that 
is the case in NSW. 


BRUNSWICK defender ZLATKO BELIC (far right) clears as team-mates ROBBIE CULLEN (7) 
and SCOTT PATTERSON (10) view proceedings along with Saints’ KEVIN HAGAN. 


Melbourne r revival rekindles NSL 


THE new West End 
National League sea- 
son is only five week 
old but early indica- 
tions point to a drama- 
tic resurgence in crowd 
appeal in Melbourne. 


Last year can only be de- 
scribed as disastrous for 
Victorian clubs with 
attendances hitting rock 
bottom and only Preston 
throwing any semblance of 
a challenge to Sydney's 
dominance on the field. 
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Political infighting and 
the calling by a number of 
clubs for a return to re- 
gionalised State Leagues 
added to the dismal out- 
look for the league's 
future. 


Although the new sea- 
son is still in its infancy, a 
number of factors appear 
to have combined to give 
the NSL an encouraging 
Start for the year ahead. 

This belated revival is 
without doubt being led by 
South Melbourne, who is 
often referred to as the 
sleeping giant of Austra- 
lian football. 

The cleanout emanating 
from Middle Park during 
the off season and the in- 
flusion of young talent has 
captured the imagination 
of its lost army of suppor- 
ters, with the deserters 
now coming back to the 
fold in droves. 


South’s refusal to buckle 
under the apparent press- 
ure from some of its play- 
ers and throw it’s weight 
behind Brian Garvey has 
paid handsome dividends. 

Youngsters like Paul 
Trimboli together with 
David Healy and Paul Fos- 
ter — fresh from compiet- 
ing their football educa- 
tion at the Institute of 


EN 


Sport — has given the club 
a new fluent, dynamic look 
and the fans are respon- 
ding. 

While the relegation of 
Heidelberg to the Victo- 
rian State League was a sad 
one, it may have also been 
the catalyst to unite the 
vast Greek support under 
the South Melbourne Hel- 
Jas banner, giving the club 


some impressive early 
attendances. 
According to reports 


7000 fans turned up to 
watch South Melbourne's 
first round match at Pre- 
ston, 5000 returned the 
following week for the 
clash against Melbourne 
Croatia and 6000 people 
packed Schintler Reserve 
in the 3rd round. 

A triumphant midweek 
Buffalo Cup final drew 
8000 supporters to Olym- 
pic Park and South’s 3-0 
victory against Marconi 
three days later in a 
double-header _ attracted 
another good crowd of 
6000. 


Whether this huge sup- 
port continues will largely 
depend on the team 
maintaining its good early 
season form. 

It will also be interesting 
to see what happens when 


‘schools and 


book 
junior 


wih another bs 
Fitness for Sport won 


a quick 


ie re a ocasia aoa) access comeing young) players {rary fof 


‘whom have gone on to represent Australia 


He says that everyone of these SER coahe their eventual 
success, was deficient in basic skills because of inadequate 
coaching in their early years, and that all of them would have been 
better players if they had developed good basic grounding of skill 


when they were young. 


aged weekend action between Wollongong and Footscray as Warren 
Spink gets the treatment. Pic — Carmelo Bazzano. 


My club, Wollongong 
Macedonia, had two play- 
ers sent off on February 6 
and they still have not had 
their case discussed. 

If they are found guilty, 
presumably we will lose 
them for competition 
games whereas we should 
have lost them for pre-sea- 
son games only — if the 
disciplinary committee 
had met when they should 
have. 

As manager-coach of 
our club I found it frustrat- 
ing not to be allowed to 
speak to Federation Gene- 
ral Manager, Ian Holmes 
on this matter. 

It was via the newspap- 
ers that we learned that 


the various local leagues 
begin their competitions 
which include a large num- 
ber of Greek-backed 
clubs. 

Manly hundreds of foot- 
ball playing fans will be 
denied an opportunity of 
attending South Mel- 
bourne matches because 
of their involvement with 


their own games. 
This is one reason for the 
large crowds being 


attracted to early season 
fixtures. 

Football is undoubtedly 
a large participating sport 
and the huge number of 
matches played on a Sun- 
day afternoon must dilute 
attendances for the Natio- 
nal League clubs. 


Throw in the notorious- 
ly miserable Melbourne 
winter weather which 
doesn’t encourage fans to 
venture outdoors and you 
begin to understand why 
attendances so far has 
shown such a large in- 
crease. 

Other Melbourne teams 
apart from Hellas have 
also shown improvement 
in their crowd figures. 

Preston’s healthy 5000 
spectators for the visit of 


Adelaide City provided’ 


further evidence that in- 
terest for the league is 


players sent off will encur a 
$50 fine from the Federa- 
tion if found quiety, plus a 
suspension. 


It is good to see the many 
initiatives set down for in- 
troduction by Ian Holmes. 


To be fair, he must be 
piled up with work — but it 
would be nice to be able to 
gain access to him. 

Certainly it does appear 
that displinary committees 
throughout the Eastern 
States will be burning the 
midnight oil in coming 
weeks. 

Hopefully their time will 
not be wasted. 

Wouldn’t it be good to 
see more skill displayed in 


being rekindled. 

Many factors have come 
together to bring about 
this upsurge of support — 


summer evening football,’ 


South Melbourne’s mar- 
vellous start to the new 
season, a percentage of 
Heidelberg supporters 
crossing over to Hellas and 
possibly the league's 
crackdown on _ overly 
aggressive tactics. 

All these factors may 


our Soccer? 

To be sure Soccer skill is 
not just the perogative of 
those who run and dribble 
with the ball. 


Powerful heading and 
shooting are great to sec. 
Brave and dynamic tack- 
ling bring constant admira- 
tion, as does the stamina, 
strength and speed of 
many modern day players, 
including those in Austra- 
lia who are fine athletes. 

But wouldn’t it be good 
to see artistry begin to 
flower more abundantly in 
our often arid, sometimes 
cruel Soccer environment 
where cynicism has at 
times brought more re- 
ward than class. 


have finally regenerated 
interest amongst many of 
the fans who had turned 
their backs on the game. 

Whatever the reasons 
are for this resurgence may 
it long continue, without 
strong support from the 
fans and a real challenge 
for the championship by 
Melbourne _ clubs, the 
whole future of a National 
League concept will be in 
serious jeopardy. 


PAUL TRIMBOLI 


from the 
front page 


competing for one position 
in the Seoul Olympic 
Games in September. 

The series kicks of in 
Melbourne on Sunday at 
Olympic Park with Aus- 
tralia playing Israel at 
8.30pm preceded by New 
Zealand and Chinese 
Taipei at 6.30pm. 

Although Patikas has 
been outside his club line- 
up with an ankle injury, 
AEK badly wanted him to 
stay. 

At present AEK is in 
third position in the Greek 
League, with only Larissa 
and Ofi ahead of them. 

Playing as he puts it in 
the “second wave behind 
the main strikers,” he 
scored six goals in 11 
games. 

In front of him is Danish 
star, Henrik Nilsen. 


Assurances’ 


Patikas told us; “The 
reason I was prepared to 
return is that I have assur- 
ances from Australian 
Soccer Federation _presi- 
dent Sir Arthur George 
that the FIFA people had 
ordered that I be released. 


“Without that assur- 
ance I wouldn’t have 
come. 


“AEK gave me a docu- 
ment, claiming they would 
fine me $350,000 and put 
me in court if I went to 
Australia for the Olympic 
Games matches. 

“FIFA threatened AEK 
with a $50,000 fine if they 
failed to release me. 

“I could have had an 
extra $2500 a game to stay 
in Greece, but I value play- 
ing for Australia higher 
than that.” 

Greek taxation rates are 
relatively mild, adding to 
the extent of Patikas’ loss. 

ASF executive director 
Brian Emery said that he is 


Ansett Tornadoes blitz home 


satisfied that Patikas was 
entitled to return. 

Emery said: ““We have a 
copy of the telex from 
FIFA to the Greek Foot- 
ball Federation in which 
they require that Patikas 
be released as per the 
terms of his transfer. 

“We also hold a telex 
from AEK advising us of 
insurance _ arrangements, 
to which we sent back a 
confirmation. 

“It seems that AEK 
changed their mind, but I 
don’t like to see a problem 
remaining between the 
player and his club.” 


Happiness 
Certainly national 
coach Frank Arok is de- 
lighted to welcome Patikas 
back. 


But where to things go 
from there? Some of Pati- 
kas’ monetary loss might 
be picked up by an Austra- 
lian benefactor. 

Ultimately he has to face 
up to AEK following that 
blazing row. 

His team-mates and the 
coach, Toza Vesolinovic; 
understood his strong de- 
sire to play for his country, 
and agreed with his deci- 
sion to go, but they are not 
the management. 


Patikas admits that his 
future is back in Europe, 
but — who knows — he 
could be placed on transfer 
when he returns. 


A top player with Pati- 
kas’ capacity draws good 
money in Sydney, but it 
amounts to much, much 
more in Greece. — 


In addition, star quality 
players are idolised and 
the subject of continual 
discussion by the fans. 

A big clash leads to over- 
flow crowds, even though 
AEK does not draw as well 
as a few of the topline 
clubs. 


Looking a little down 
the line, if Australia can 
qualify for the Olympic 
Games finals in Seoul in 
September then there 
would be a clash with the 


FROM BRIAN KEIGHTLEY 


THE senior ladies in- 
door Soccer league cup 
was completed at Soc- 
cer World, after two 
excellent —_ preliminary 
rounds which gave the 
four semi-final teams. 


Ansett Tornadoes were 
drawn against Brambles 
and DMP’s against Gold 
Seal Smashed Rats. 

The Rats’ place in the 
semi-finals was gained 
after they had finished 
their preliminary round 
games on equal points and 
equal goal difference with 
Kooyong City and to settle 
the fourth spot both teams 
agree on a penalty kick 
shoot-out which the Rats 
won 3-1. 

The first semi-final 
game was between the 
league champions Ansett 
Tornadoes and Brambles. 
In many supporters’ eyes 
this was the game of the 
league cup competition. 

Brambles took an early 
lead. Kim Abbott’s throw- 
in found Sharron Wright 
free in the middle and on 
the volley she gave Mar- 
garet Carter, the Torna- 
does keeper, no chance 
with a screaming shot. 

This set the large crowd 
alight, but although there 
was action at both ends the 
remainder of the first half 


did not produce any furth- 
er goals. 

Cindy Raikaki opened 
Tornadoes’ account mid- 
way through the second 
half with a fine goal. A 
great through ball found 
her free on the right and 
she made no mistake in 
slotting the ball passed the 
advancing Jan McCall. 

With only a few seconds 
remaining and both teams 
Preparing for the extra 
time period, Debbie Mif- 
sud popped up to drive the 
ball home after a goal- 
mouth scramble to give the 
Tornadoes a berth in the 
finals. 

In the second final 
DMP’s took on the Gold 
Seal Smashed Rats in what 
again proved to be a close 
encounter. Jude Patterson 
put DMP’s in front with a 
very nicely taken goal. 

DMP’s had further 
chances to wrap the game 
up in the first half but they 
squandered them. 

In the second half the 
Rats came more into the 
game and Rita O’Neil had 
a great chance to level the 
score. With plenty of time 
she put her shot wide of the 
keeper and wide of the 
post. 

In the end Jude Patter- 
sons early goal was enough 
to put DMP’s into the 
final. 


Greek season. 

The Greek pre-season 
games commence in Au- 
gust, with the champion- 
ship running from Septem- 
ber to May. 


IUMPIN’ JIMMY! Patikas launches 


So the Patikas — AEK 
breach may not be easily 
healed. 

The 2% years with AEK 
has turned Patikas into an 
even more explosive 


AT ST GEORGE 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 
ATTl ABONYI, St George's assistant coach, has 
been left in complete charge by his boss, national 
coach Frank Arok, to do battle with the high- 
flying Sydney Olympic on Sunday night at the St 


George Stadium. 

Kick-off has been 
changed from 6pm to 
7.30pm with the Youth 
League match starting at 
5.30pm. 

Arok on Sunday, will be 
in Melbourne doing battle 
against Israel with Austra- 
lia in an Olympic Games 


qualifying duel. 
Arok told ASW _ last 
night: “I have complete 


faith in Abonyi to handle 
this match. 


MACKAY INDOOR 


The finals between 
DMP’s and the Ansett 
Tornadoes got off to a 
blistering start with both 
teams getting in good shots 
but both keepers were 
handling the situation 
well. 


The out court players 
were stringing some lovely 
moves together, Cindy 
Raikaki and Sharron 
Gilotti_ were both out- 
standing in their court 
play. 

Late into the second half 
a very powerful shot from 
Cindy Raikaki was tipped 
onto the post by DMP’s 
keeper Cornella Nicholas. 


The remainder of the 
game and extra time was 
played with no goals being 
scored, so for the first time 
a final was to be decided on 
penalties. 

Debbie Mifsud gave the 
Tornadoes the lead follow- 
ing by a miss by DMP’s 
Jude Patterson, = Abi 
Keightley’s goal gave 
Ansett a two goal lead, 
Deana Leotta reduced the 
score back to 2-1 with a 
very hard struck shot. 

Sonya Muscat’s goal for 
the Ansett Tornadoes was 
enough to give the team 
victory in the league cup by 
3-1. 


“If I didn’t he wouldn’t 
be there”. 

But Sydney Olympic’s 
coach, Eddie Thomson, 
(also the assistant national 
coach to Arok), will miss 
the club clash as well as he 
too will be in Melbourne 
with the Australian team. 

Thomson has handed 
over Sydney Olympic to 
his assistant, Mick 
Hickman. 

Saints will face Olympic 


The League and the 
League Cup were of a very 
high standard, the likes of 
which the Centre has never 
seen before. 


With only one round to 
go in the Beaconsfield Ser- 
vice Station senior mens 
league and with the Perso- 
nians already the cham- 
pions the battle is still wide 
open for 2nd, 3th and 4th 
spots. 

At this stage Beacons- 
field S/S hold second place 
followed by Buffalo’s and 
Triple “S”. 

In© round nineteen 
Beaconsfield S/S had wins 
over Regal Bakery 2-0 and 
Holiday Rovers Units 2-1. 

Buffalos beat Regal to 
the tune of 5-1 and then 
lost to BP Tigers 2-1. 
Triple “S” scraped home 
against Jets 1-0 and then 
lost to Personaians 4-1. 


In the other games Mal- 
tese Bullets were beaten 
by BP Tigers 2-1, Jets beat 
Rovers Holiday Units 4-1, 
while in their second game 
the Personians beat the 
Maltese Bullets 4-1. 

After their final round 
the senior men will be play- 
ing their League Cup 
games, with March 22nd 
being the start of their new 


player. 

Threats by AEK to side- 
line him should be with- 
drawn. He would play for 
them again, provided that 
the rift is overcome. 


into a shot for AEK. 


ABONYI FACES HICKMAN 


without three of their regu- 
lar stars. 

Goalkeeper Mike Gib- 
son, defender Andy Kocz- 
ka and striker Scott 
Ollerenshaw will also be in 
Melbourne with the Aus- 
tralian team. 

Their positions in the St 
George line-up will be fil- 
led by George Bouhoutsos 
in goals, Steve O'Connor 
comes back into the cen- 
tral defence and attacking 
midfielder Pedro Ricoy _ 


BEACH FASHIONS 
CUP QUARTER FINAL 
Sat March 5 
South Melbourne v 
Adelaide City, Middle 
Park 5pm kick-off 


fie. BART OlF 


PROMINENT NSW South Coast Soccer 
coach John Frew has just had his book “The 
Art of Teaching Kids” published by Kang- 
aroo Press. 

The benefit of this easy to read book is that the 
author shows an excellent understanding of so 
many aspects of handling youngsters, and get 
the best endeavours out of them. — 

It covers the principles involved in coaching kids 
in all sports, not Soccer in particular. 

But the keen junior or schools Soccer coach will 
find much to interest his own team of budding 
youngsters. 

John Frew holds an honours degree in geography 
and is a teacher at Woonona High School. 

The book is suitably illustrated and is well worth 
searching out at your favourite bookseller. 


JUNIOR registrations were encouraging, with all 
clubs at least holding their own and some up on 
the same stage last year, ACT Junior League 
chairman Barry Rumble said. 

All clubs have held at least one registration day and 
some planned to hold supplementary ones, he said. 

He also confirmed that the League had ACTSF appro- 
val to enter an ACT side in the Under 13 Australian 
championships in Sydney during the September school 
holidays. 

“The understanding is that we will support the team 
from league funds and will be responsible for all organisa- 
tion, including selection and training.” — GRAHAM COOKE 


in Senior ladies final 


winter season, so far a re- 
cord 12 teams have nomin- 
ated for the six month com- 
petition. 

The first mixed Indoor 
Soccer competition gets 
under way this week and 
ten teams have nominated 
for the Monday night 
league. Because of its 
popularity a Friday night 
competition will be started 
and the teams that are 
looking to play are work 
teams, social clubs, cricket 
teams, schools and family 
teams. 


The new senior ladies 
competition gets under 
way on today and so far 10 
teams have nominated. 
This year the ladies will be 
split into two divisions — 
the first division for the 
experienced teams and the 
second division for the in- 
experienced and new 
teams. 

In the Rovers Cup com- 
petition which take place 
this weekend, there has 
been a great response from 
local visiting teams in the 
all-age men at this stage. 

Brisbane has ___ three 
teams coming, two from 
Bayside and one from 
Ipswich, Bundaberg has 
entered two and the South 
Side club from Rockhamp- 
ton and and Moranbah 
have entered one and 
Magpies C.Q. outdoor 
Soccer Club has entered 
two teams. Most of the 
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teams taking part are the new housewives’ com- 
bringing ladies teams as petition starts this week 
well. with four teams compet- 


Coaching for the junior 
players is running suc- 
cessfully on a Wednesday 
afternoon from 4/6 pm and 


ing. Most of these ladies 
have never kicked a ball 
before. It’s great to see 
them trying a new sport. 


AGSTRALIAN 


SECA? 


emcees ns weexey] 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


You can receive a mailed subscription copy of 
Australia’s premier Soccer publication each 
week for 1988 simply by mailing the coupon and 
your cheque for $80 made payable to 
“Australian Soccer Weekly” to 
P.O. Box 406, BROADWAY, NSW, 2007. 


*EXTENSIVE NEWS COVER — NATIONAL 
SOCCER LEAGUE, THE STATES, JUNIORS, 
INDOOR, WOMEN, ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 
EUROPE & AROUND THE WORLD. 
FIRST, BIGGEST & BEST! 


COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 


RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTION FOR $80.00 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
SUBURB: .... 
POSTCODE: ... 
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- NSW Schools impres 


Johnston and Clough 


FROM RON PRATT 


AS part of the NSW schools’ annual Soccer calen- 
dar, a tournament is held between the three 
school bodies in order to select a representative 
team to play further games in Australia or on an 


overseas tour. 


The bodies that form the 
basis of the NSW All 
Schools squad are the 
Combined High Schools 
(State Schools), Combined 
Independent schools and 
Combined Catholic Col- 
leges. 

During late December 
and January this select 
schools team toured USA, 
primarily to play in an in- 
vitational tournament in 
Las Vegas, and then on to 
the United Kingdom for a 
further seven games. 

Initially being disadvan- 
taged by the loss of nine 
players who gained selec- 
tion in the Australian 
Schoolboys team to tour 
Asia and despite this early 

-setback, the tour enabled 
the inclusion of a number 
of younger players who 
gained invaluable experi- 
ence from an overseas 
tour. 


BY ALISTAIR RUSSELL 


ADAMSTOWN __ Rose- 
bud went back to equal 
top with Croatia after a 
1-0 home win over Wol- 
longong, while Croatia 
dropped a point at 
APIA in a scoreless 
draw and Marconi 
scored a late equaliser 
to take a point from St 
George at Marconi 
- Stadium. 

For Marconi, the point 

put them ahead of Olym- 


The tour was an enor- 
mous success with the 
team being undefeated in 
the USA, going through 
the Las Vegas invitational 
tournament with strong 
wins over club and youth 
sides, culminating ‘with a 
2-0 win over Boulder City 
and a fine 5-0 victory 
against a Danish select 
team. 

The Highlight of the UK 
programme was undoubt- 
ably a 3-1 victory over a 
full-strength Merseyside 
youth team, to the delight 
of Craig Johnston, who 
was on hand to show the 
boys around his Anfield 
ground and club. 

Following this victory, 
the team backed-up for an 
impressive 4-1 win over 
Nottinghamshire in front 
of Brian Clough. 

He as so suitably im- 
pressed, he later offered 


pic into fourth place after 
Olympic had the bye. 


During the week, Mar- 
coni picked up their first 
win of the season albeit by 
default after APIA used 
too many overaged play- 
ers, Marconi gained the 
points and a 3-0 win after 
losing 2-1. 


Marconi continued their 
good run and Sunday's 2-2 
draw with the Saints 
moyed them to fourth on 
goal difference from 
Olympic. 


WEEKEND WEST END MATCHES 


COMING WEST END NSL FIXTURES 
ROUND 6 (SPLIT ROUND) 
SAT 5 MARCH 4PM 
Wollongong City v Marconi 
6PM 


“Brisbane Lions 
SUN 6 MARCH 7.30PM 
St George 
SAT 12 MARCH 6PM 
Brunswick Juve 
SUN 13 MARCH 4PM 
Adelaide City 
6PM 

Preston Mak. 
South Melbourne 


v Sydney Oly 


Brandon Park 


v Sydney Croatia Richlands 


St George Stadium 


V Apia Leichhardt Olympic Village 
Vv Melb. Croatia Olympic Sportsfield 


Vv Footscray 
v Sunshine GC Middle Park 


Connor Reserve 


“This match is subject to postponement in the event that 
Sydney Croatia has three players in the National Team 
squad participating in the Olympic Qualifying matches. 


TOP CLASS PHOTOS 


Ring us for service. . . 


OTOPRO 


trials to four members of 
theteam. ~ 


For Paul  Krstevski 
(Waratah HS and New- 
castle Austral) it has meant 
staying on to trial with 
Notts Forest as well as con- 


GLEN GILCHRIST (Capt) 
SCOTT HOUGHTON 


sidering a contract offer 
from Orient. 

Further trials have been 
offered to four more play- 
ers by Southampton and 
Orient due to the first class 
performances on the tour. 

The touring squad was: 


Kadina HS/Lismore 


Joseph Banks HS/Sydney Croatia 


JON DMOCH 
SCOTT WELLS 
ROBERT KINDA 
PAUL KRSTEVSKI 
MARK HARROLD 
DARREN PRATT 
BERNHARD VOLODER 


Kadina HS/Goonellabah 


Jesmond HS/Newcastle Azzurri 
Benedict Auburn HS/Birrong 
Waratah HS/Newcastle Austral 


Knox Grammar/Knox 


McCarthy HS/Melita Eagles 


Parramatta Marisths/Sydney Croatia 


ANGELO MONTESANO Lewisham HS/Canterbury 
DECLAN McEVOY Benilde College/ 
SIMON CULO Waverley College/Canterbury 
PETER BOTT Bulli HS/Fernhill 
WARWICK TURPIN Knox Grammar/Knox 
TERRY IDE Muirfield HS/Blacktown City 
BRENT CAISLEY Henry Kendall HS/Central Coast 
PHILLIP MOSS Shore/Manly 
DAVID ROBERTS St Josephs College/ 
GREG THOMAS (Coach) Heathcote HS 
CONNELL BYRNE (Manager) East Hills HS 


Overall results: played 12 won 8 drew 2 lost 2. 
Goals for: 39 against: 12 top scorer: Darren Pratt 10. 


; NSL YOUTH LEAGUE NORT 


Adamstown get back on top 


The Rosebuds went 
back to equal top with a 
narrow 1-0 home defeat at 
the Wolves last Saturday 
with Peter Murray adding 
to his goal tally grabbing 
the winner five minutes 
into the second period. 


APIA’s position at the 
bottom was worsened mid- 
week when they played 
their deferred game 
agaisnt Marconi, lining up 
with more than _ their 
allowed quota of over aged 
players. 


Despite winning 2-1 
APIA were penalised the 
points and the game was 
handed to Marconi 3-0. 


nac, Krkovski (Pervan), 
Milicevic, Kero, Ciscato, Alllo- 
vic, Kardum, Lamond. 


NEXT WEEK’S MATCHES 

‘Sat 5 March APIA v Marconi at Lam- 
bert Park 4pm 

Sun 6 March Croatia v Adamsown at 


ADAMSTOWN 1 (P. Murray) 
WOLLONGONG 0 


APIA 0 CROATIA 0 

MARCONI 2 (G. Carluccio, K. 
Okon) ST GEORGE 2 (P. 
Geizenkamp, P. Ricoy). 


NSL Promotions 


DUE to a family bereave- 
ment, Melbourne writer 
Greg Blake has been un- 
able to cover an interview 
with ex NSL promotions 
officer Steve Speziale. 


COMMONWEALTH 
BANK. 


Australia’s leading bank. 


NSW Secondary Schools Soccer 
sponsored by the 
Commonwealth Bank 


1 Wellington Street Rozelle 2039. 818 2777. 
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REPORTS are con- 
Stantly being re- 
ceived that newsa- 
gents have insuffi- 
cient copes of ASW 
to satisfy demand. 

If this is the case, 
ask your newsa- 
gent to contact his 
distributor to in- 
crease the order. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


Ss SA rivals clash 


FROM TOM McKAIN 


THE SA Ampol Cup 
semi-finals will be 
played tonight (Wed- 
nesday) — but many 
fans are calling the late 
game the finals. 

That’s because West 
End National League club 
Adelaide City meets key 
rivals Adelaide Hellas. 
The pair had been seeded 
to meet in the final, and 
while they will not doubt 
turn on fireworks, it is un- 
fair to downgrade Salis- 
bury. 

After all, they did pip 
City in Group A to ensure 
top place and a semi-final 
berth against the second 
team in Group B, Camp- 
belltown the least 
impressive of the semi- 
finalists. 

It is City and Hellas who 
draw the crowds and pro- 
duce the atmosphere great 
games are made of, 
whether they be finals or 
not. 

Hellas clinched top spot 
with their third win in a row 
to be the only team to win 
all their minor round 
matches. 

They beat Beograd 2-0 
in the final minor round 


match while Salisbury 
sunk Beograd 2-0 for a re- 
cord of two wins and a 
draw compared to City’s 
one win and two draws. 

Campbelltown scraped 
through with one win, a 
draw and a defeat. 

Salisbury and Camp- 
belltown meet in the early 
match — at 7pm to allow 
for extra time — with the 
Berries favorite. 


Salisbury Lowe the 
more settled line-up and 
although they have lost 


forward Tony Gasparetto, 
serving a one-match sus- 
pension. Tim Brown is 
ready to return to the 
attack after a groin opera- 
tion. = 

Anything can happen in 
the City-Hellas game. 

It is presumed that this 
time out City will field all 
their NSL players, and not 
rely so much on their First 
Division squad as they did 
in the minor round games. 


While they have a new- 
look squad, Hellas are fir- 
ing, with Scottish import 
Alby Kidd the mastermind 
in midfield and Jim Kera- 
midas and Gary Price 
looking good up front with 
the rugged Richard 
Preston. 


BILL TURNER SCHOOL CUP 


ARRIVING at Kings- 
grove High, language 
teacher Lindsay Hewi- 
son found himself at 
the end of the Sports 
pecking order. 

His ‘penalty’ for 
being the last teacher 
to join the staff was to 
inherit the Year 7 Soc- 
certeam. 

Being a former student 
of Ryde High where a 
number of Soccer stars had 


emerged, Lindsay was 
quick to spot the potential 
of his young charges. 


While he had amassed 
the grand total of two com- 
pleted matches in his Soc- 
cer playing career, Lind- 
say’s coaching ability was 
soon the centre of atten- 
tion. 

In that Year 7 side was a 
young player who was to 
go on and represent the 
nation as a a full Socceroo 
international. His name 
was Peter Raskopolous. 


Suffice to say, with 
Lindsay’s coaching and 
Peter’s obvious talent, 
Kingsgrove’s Year 7 side 


did very well that Year. 


Lindsay Hewison was 
hooked, and while he 
would admit that he is not 
the nation’s fp coach he 
has blossomed into a top- 
flite administrator. 


Lindsay Hewison (left) and Connell Byrne (right). 


a 


so keen was he, that he 
decided to take a similar 
trip, over the Christmas 
holiday break and was able 
to take in five of the 
squad’s seven matches. 

His good friend, Con- 
nell Byrne, was teacher-in- 
charge of the touring 
squad and he welcomed 
Lindsays presence and 
sometimes, assistance. 

Connell in fact have 
joined Lindsay and Greg 
McGuiskin as the Sydney 
committee of the Bill Tur- 
ner Cup. He was the CHS 
Convener until last year. 

Lindsay has always been 
keen on keeping accurate 
records of school Soccer 
competitions ranging 
through all the series now 
being sponsored by the 
Commonwealth Bank. 

Never one to permit an 
opportunity to pass, he has 
observed some of the lead- 
ing administrators in ac- 
tion until he is now rated as 
one of them. 

His present post is in 
association with Greg 
McGrishin of Patrician 
Bros, Fairfield as Com- 
monwealth Bank, Bill 
Turner Cup Co-ordina- 
tors. 

Now teaching at Muir- 
field High, Lindsay was 
thrilled when young Tessy 
Ide was selected in a NSW 
select side which toured 
Britain. 


Brandic 
forces 
replay 


By ROY HAY 


THE destination of this 
year's Geelong 
Advertiser Cup re- 
mains undecided after 
last Friday night's final 
when Bell Park and 
North Geelong drew 
1-1 at Bell Park Sports 
Club. 

Bell Park took the lead 
in the first half when Paul 
Mills finished off a good 
move by George Watters 
and Tommy Cumming. 

Mirko Brandich and 
Robert Cosic came closest 
in North’s spirited reply, 
but at half-time the home 
team were still ahead. 

The introduction of Ivan 
Istuk gave North more 
drive in the second half, 
but Mick Oppermann mis- 
sed a golden chance to set- 
tle the match for Bell Park 
after 23 minutes. 

There was only a minute 
and a half to play when 
John Coutts headed the 
ball down and Mirko Bran- 
dic squeezed the ball 
under keeper Roger Savi 
for the equaliser. 

Fans on both sides ex- 
pected extra time, but the 
tules were changed several 
years ago when a previous 
final ended in near dark- 
ness, The match will be re- 
played tonight (Wednes- 


day) at 6pm. 

The match for third 
place saw Geelong beat 
East Geelong 3-2. 

Peter McCaffrey scored 
with a blistering thirty 
metre shot and Kenny 


Prior added two penalties 
for Geelong. All own goal 
and fine effort by Steve 
Tanic made up East’s 


reply. 


North Bankstown 
Youth kick-off 


THE Youth League sec- 
tion of North Bank- 
stown Soccer Club has 
arranged for ASW’s 
Johnny Warren to be 
guest speaker at their 
forthcoming season 
opener function. 

This will be held at the 
Greyhound Racing Social 
Club at Potts Park, Rook- 
wood Rd Chullora on Fri- 
day March 11 at 7pm. 

There will be a smorgas- 
bord and disco and lights to 
midnight. 

Tickets are $12.50 and 
the contact is Richard Hall 
771 5391 (H) and 327 1292 
(B). 


Flight Fun 


THE 8.45pm _ Ansett 
flight from Melbourne 
to Sydney on Sunday 
night would have been 
paradise for a hunter of 
sporting autographs. 
Wollongong Wolves, 
on their way back from a 
0-0 draw with Foot- 
scray, were joined on 
the plane by a plethora 
of stars from other 


sports. 

Former Test cricket 
stars lan Chappell, 
Richie Benaud and Doug 
Walters were on board, 
as was former world 


title contender Tony 
Mundine. 
There also were a host 


of motor racing perso- 
nalities on their way 
back from the NASCAR 
500 at Calder Park Thun- 
derdome. 


From the dugout 
— John Frew 


Turn the heat on 
the opposition 


PRESSURE defence is 
the most difficult and 
least understood form 
of all defensive techni- 
ques however If 
Played properly it can 
be devastatingly effec- 
tive. 

Its mot unusual for 
coaches to tell their sides to 
put pressure on their oppo- 
nents but how many play- 
ers really know what do 
do? Just what is pressure 
defence. 

Basically pressure de- 
fense depends on the de- 
fence placing their oppo- 
nents in a stressful posi- 
tion. The team must con- 
stantly present a threat to 
either intercept any pass or 
steal any dribble. 

The opponents must be 
given no mental rest in the 
game. They must always 
be aware that you are there 
threatening regardless of 
whether they are on the 
ball or not. 

It doesn’t matter if your 
team plays zonal or main 
to man defence — what 
does matter is that every 
player on the defence must 
be committed to mark the 
opposition in such a way 
that any pass can be inter- 
cepted. 

If a pass is completed 
then the defensive man 


THE final of the presti- 
gious Gucci Shield will 
be held prior to the final 
of the NSW Soccer 
Federation’s Pre-sea- 
son Cup in May. 

Quarter-finals take 
place tonight (Wednesday) 
and (tomorrow) Thursday, 
with grounds to be used 
not available at press dead- 
line. 

However the matches 
are Melita v Marconi, Illa- 
warra v Nepean, and 
Blacktown City v Black- 
town Association. 

Tonight (Wednesday) St 
George and Sydney Olym- 
pic meet at 6.15pm at St 
George Stadium, Rock- 
dale. 

This is the early game to 
the Olympic Qualifying 
game between Chinese 
Taipei and Western 
Samoa, which kicks off at 
Spm. 

Results of the quarter 
finals were: 

Melita 5 Bankstown 0, 
Marconi 1 Canterbury 0, 
Illawarra 2 Gladesville 1, 
Blacktown City 3 Suther- 
land 1, St George 4 Macar- 
thur 2, Sydney Olympic 5 
Penrith Uruguayan 0. 


RELEASED EY 
KANGAROO PRESS 
5S JOHN FREW’S 
BOOK — “The Art of 
Coaching Kids.” 


must mark close enough to 
make the ball player very 
uncomfortable. 

You do this by giving 
them as much as you can to 
think about. Little things 
like forcing them to drib- 
ble with their weak foot, 
perhaps constant talks to 
or about your opponent. 

Anything that helps pro- 
duce stress in your oppo- 
nent provides pressure. 

It is the production of 
stress that is the real key to 
pressure defence. 

Anyone under enough 
stress will start to look for 
ways to get away from it. 
Eventually anything will 
do and this is where your 
defence works. 

Mistakes such as poor 
choice passes or poor con- 
trol will allow possession 
to be turned over to the de- 
fenders. You won’t even 
have to tackle, your oppo- 
nents will eventually give 
you the ball. 

To play this type of de- 
fence requires a full team 
commitment. There is no 
point in half or even three 


quarters of your side 
applying pressure, the 
opponents who are left 


free allows for easy release 


passes which will im- 
mediately relieve _ the 
stress. You must keep 


everyone under pressure. 


Teams must be superbly 
fit. Not that it requires 
much more running but 
this form of pressure de- 
fence requires a very high 
degree of concentration. 

When fatigue sets in 
concentration is the first 
thing to go. 

You must be very pa- 
tient especially off the ball. 
‘You never know when the 
player you are responsible 
for will be involved. You 
never know when a poor 
pass or a mistake will be to 
your advantage. 

However; if you play 
properly and be patient 
these will present them- 
selves regularly enough. 

Pressure defence is sim- 
ply a matter of putting your 
opponents under seige un- 
til the stress placed on 
them produces enough 
frustration and confrusion 
to induce them to make 
mistakes. 

It requires total con- 
centration, total discipline 
and a willingness to work 
hard. 


precede Cup 


St George found Macar- 
thur to be quite a handful 


in their Gucci Shield 
Round Two clash before 
they ran out eventual win- 
ners 4-2. 

Olympic however had 
little trouble in disposing 
of Uruguay 5-0. 


These two teams will 


meet each other in a quar- 
ter-final play-off and it 
should prove to be a 
tremendous clash. 


The only tip I will give on 
this match is that penalties 
are likely to be practised at 
both camps early in the 
week. 


The NSW Amateur Federation 


Supporting 130,000 players in the State 


Charge of the light brigade in a junior match. 


RUSHY’S CORNER 


Amateurs make provision for 
international highlights 


SYDNEY Branch Registrar Frank Broughton re- 
Ports that both Youth League evenings held to 
discuss the rules for 1988 were well attended. 


Two of the most impor- 
tant rule changes to be in- 
troduced are the replace- 
ment rule which now 
states that a maximum of 
three substitutions may 
be made during the 
match, and the other ma- 
jor change is in line with a 
FIFA ruling stating that a 


. player failing to take a 


throw in from the position 
where the ball went out 
will result in the throw 
being classed as foul and 


the throw reverting to the 
Opposition. 

The 1988 draw has 
been released and the 
UMBRO Youth League 
will kick off on Sunday 
March 13. 

Three Sunday matches 
will be played at the be- 
ginning of the season due 
to the unavailability of 
grounds on Saturdays. 

Easter matches will 
take place on Saturday 
April 2 and Monday 4. 


ACT Juniors aim to overcome 


problems “2 


THE administration of 
ACT Soccer was 
plunged into a con- 
stitutional. and finan- 
cial crisis last week 
with events following 
the ACT Senior 
League’s support of 
chi an Jo Alberto in 
his decision to buck the 
constitution and quit 
the ACTSF executive. 

In a further demonstra- 
tion of the rift between the 
two groups the League 
clubs, meeting during the 
week, agreed to deduct 
$50 a team from their 
Federation contributions. 


Within days of the deci- 
sion ACTSF  vice-presi- 
dent Peter Collins and Di- 
tector of Coaching Mark 
Brogan, announced their 
resignations. 

Brogan was to have 
taken charge of the ACT 
Youth team which played 
against the Australian In- 
stitute of Sport last Friday, 
and CCAE coach Steve 
Darby stepped into the 
position at 48 hours notice. 

The dispute has its ori- 
gins in a Federation execu- 
tive decision to re-appoint 
Brogan for a further 12 
month term, going back on 
an earlier ruling that the 


post be advertised. 

Alberto quit the execu- 
tive in protest even though 
the senior league chairman 
is consitutionally required 


to sit on that body, 
In addition, the clubs 
decided to boycott an 


ACTSF special general 
meeting last week called to 
consider changes to the 
rules and regulations of the 
Junior League. 

However, the meeting 
was at pains to stress it has 
ho quarrel with the Juniors 
and a further resolution 
stated it would co-operate 
if the SGM did not gain a 
quorum and decisions 
needed ratification later. 


This was welcomed by 
the chairman of the Junior 


League, Barry Rumble, 
who said he had some sym- 
pathy with the situation 
the seniors found them- 
selves in. “I hope the 
March 7 Council of Clubs 
meeting will be an 
opportunity for a resolu- 
tion of this matter so we 
can all get on with the busi- 
ness of promoting Soc- 
cer,” he said. 


Brogan’s removal from 
the scene opens the way for 
such a resolution of an 
affair which has been pla- 
guing the administartion 
of ACT Soccer throughout 
the summer. Presumably 
the senior League clubs 
will withdraw their threats 
of sanctions against the 
Federation: 


Other matches to take 
place on a day other than 
Saturday include Monday 
April 25 (Anzac Day), 
Monday June 13 (Queens 
Birthday), and Round 22 
which will be played on 
Sunday July 17 to enable 
all players and officials to 
attend the Grand Final of 
the Bicentennial Gold 
Cup. 

Two matches will be 
played over the weekend 
of May 28/29. 


Team officials should 
note that Round 18 will 
be played on Monday 13 
not 18 as is noted in the 
draw. 

With the exception of 
Round 1, all UMBRO 
Youth League matches 
will kick off at the follow- 
ing times. 13’s-10.00, 


14’s-11.30, 15’s 12.45, and 
17’s-2.30. 

All Round 1 matches 
will kick off one hour ear- 
ly to allow the Under 17’s 
plenty of time to attend 
the Socceroos’ Olympic 
qualifying match against 
New Zealand. 

Competition secretary 
Bill Cullinan and the Syd- 
ney Branch are to be con- 
gratulated on their efforts 
to organise matches in 
such a way so as not to 
clash with major in-' 
ternational fixtures. 

This year’s under 17 
players will need to be ex- 
tra fit as they will be play- 
ing 45 minute halves. 

The Under 15s are un- 
changed at 35 each way 
while the 13’s and 14’s 
play 30. 


BANKSTOWN SOCCER 
ASSOCIATION 


FOR UNDER 15 YOUTH LEAGUE 
Training Tuesday and Thursdays 


at Stuart Reserve, 
Padstow 

Ring Joe 560 8335 

or Peter 727 8982 
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Barnes “Black Magic” 


boosts the Reds 


BY PAUL MOON 


LIVERPOOL have lorded over the English first division this season with the 
dominance Mike Tyson would display at a kindergarten lolly scramble. 


Much of the red steam- 
roller’s momentum can be 
attributed to the devastat- 
ing form displayed by John 
Barnes. 

Yet, but for a lucky 
break, the mercurial win- 
ger would now be back in 
his native Jamaica pur- 
suing a military career and, 
perhaps, playing a little 
social grade Soccer. 

His father, Ken, was a 
Jeading central defender in 
Jamaica during the 1960s 
and gained international 
caps for the Caribbean 
nation. 

However, as all Soccer 


on the island is stricly 
amateur, Ken’s football- 
ing ambitions extended 


little beyond personal en- 
joyment and the game was 
not permitted to interfere 
with what blossomed into 
an exceptionally success- 
ful vocation in the army. 

In 1976, the now 
Colonel Kenneth Barnes 
gained the position of 
Military Attache to the 
Jamaican High Commis- 
sion in London. 

His twelve year old son 
accompanied him; _pri- 
marily to receive an Eng- 
lish school education. 

John achieved little in 
schoolboy Soccer and 
attracted no interest what- 
soever from professional 
clubs. 

He was playing in the 
colors of an _ obscure 
amateur club called Sud- 
bury Court when a casual 
observer became enthral- 
led by the fast and elusive 
teenage winger. 

That casual observer 
was a fan of English 
League club Watford and 
he contacted their mana- 
ger, Graham Taylor, to en- 
thuse over the uncut 
diamond discovered on a 
park pitch in the London 
suburbs. 


Although Taylor  re- 
ceived dozens of such re- 
ports each week from well- 
meaning, but lacking in 


judgment, supporters, he 
invited Barnes to Vicarage 
Road for a series of trial 
games. 

It took the Hornets’ boss 
just half a reserve team 
match and half a youth 
team match to realise that 
the youngster was, indeed, 
something special and 
signed him on professional 
forms in June, 1981. 

At almost exactly the 


same time, Colonel 
Bares went back to 
Kingston. 


He wanted John to re- 


in Rio, during their 1984 
South American tour, si- 
Jenced the detractors for a 
while, only for a string of 
subsequent undisting- 
uished performances at in- 
ternational level to en- 
courage them, once more, 
to raise their voices. 
England coach Bobby 
Robson chose not to field 
Barnes during the Anglos’ 
first four games at the 1986 
World Cup finals and only 
produced him, as a substi- 
tute, in the 74th minute of 
the fifth — a last, desper- 


That old black magic has me in 
its spell... 9 


turn with him and follow 
his footsteps into the army. 
After much  soul-search- 
ing, the younger Barnes 
decided to stay in England 
and “give pro. Soccer a 
go”. 

The Jamaican proved 
the revelation of the 1981- 
82 Second Division. His 
astonishing ball skills lit up 
many games and he 
finished the season with 13 
goals from 36 games, as 
Watford won a place in Di- 
vision One for the first 
time. 

Bames immediately 
showed himself just as cap- 
able in the higher flight. 

Watford _ sensationally 
grabbed runners up spot 
and their left winger 
gained England senior in- 
ternational caps; one 
against Northern Ireland 
and then three on the tour 
of Australia. Earlier, he 
had been selected for 
under 21 duty against 
Greece and Denmark. 

The 1983-84 season 
brought an FA Cup final- 
ists’ medal and eight more 
England appearances, but 
the critics were now begin- 
ning to express their re- 
servations. 

Bames, they asserted, 
lacked consistency and 
was far too prone to “dis- 
appear” for long periods. 

A breath-taking solo 
goal to set up England’s 
shock 2-0 win over Brazil 


ate measure with the South 
Americans leading 2-0. 

He created one goal for 
Gary Lineker; tearing 
apart the Gauchos’ _de- 
fence down the left flank 
before despatching a 
perfectly judged cross, and 
the pair very nearly sal- 
vaged the game through an 
identical move with three 
minutes remaining. 

During those 16 mi- 
nutes, Barnes showed the 
world just what he was cap- 
able of, however further 
indifferent form resulted 
in Robson preferring Chris 
Waddle, as the one winger 
permitted in his line ups, 
throughout the first half of 
England’s successful 1986- 
87 European Champion- 
ship qualifying campaign. 

The West Indian began 
to feel that his career was 
stagnating. Watford 
appeared to have reached 
the zenith of their achieve- 
ment and the team’s long 
ball style hardly brought 
out the best in him. He 
sought a move. 

Initially, Barnes stated 
his preference for the 
European continent and 
rejected Liverpool’s first 
approach. 

Only when it became 
apparent that no major 
Italian, Spanish or French 
club was interested in him, 
did he re-enter negotia- 
tions with the Reds. Even- 
tually, Watford received a 
transfer fee of $1,800,000. 

According to Fleet 
Street, Banres is a totally 
transformed player 

season, but he 
disagrees: 


this 


“At Watford, I was lucky 
to receive the ball more 
than three or four times 
during a game and, if I 
didn’t do anything out- 
standing on at least one of 
those occasions, it would 
be reported that I played 
badly. 

“With Liverpool, I get 
far more opportunities, 
but; in terms of percen- 
tages, I don’t think I’m 
playing any better now.” 


Barnes played, and 
scored, in England’s last 
two games as they clinched 
a place in the European 
Championship finals. 


Many experts now be- 
lieve that, if he remains on 
song until June, his flair 
could well be the deciding 
factor in the Champion- 
ship trophy being brought 
to London for the first 
time. 


HS 
put the 


boot in 


ngland’s World Cup rivals Albania have 
suffered a major blow before the qualifying 
fixture dates are even decided. 

Two of their top stars requested political 
asylum in Greece on their way home from a 
European Cup tie in Finland, pinpointing several 
alarming reasons for wanting to abandon their 
country. 

The good news for Bobby Robson is that 
Vilaznia Skodra players Luisim Bersheni and 
Arvid Hoxha reveal that Albanian players have a 
lot of difficulty in finding boots that will fit them. 

The bad news is that facilities in the Iron 
Curtain country are so spartan it is usually 
impossible to even shower after matches. 

Bonuses for big games, add the Skodra pair, 
take the form of vouchers for four ‘luxury meals’ 
including meat and a glass of wine. 

England have never previously met Albania, 
and the only member of Robson's squad who has 
been to the Communist country is Gary Lineker, 
on UEFA Cup duty with Barcelona against Tirana- 
in successive seasons. 


CHELSEA are ‘set to 
break the non-League 
transfer record by 
spending more than 
$230,000 to buy Boston 
United’s 25-year-old 
keeper John McKenna. 

The former Everton and 
Leeds keeper was so disil- 
lusioned with reserve 
team Soccer in England a 
couple of seasons back 
that he packed everything 
in and went to play in South 
Africa. 

Now he says: “I can 
hardly believe this is 
happening to me. | really 
thought that my chance of 
making it was gone. But 
things have gone well for 
me at Boston since | came 
back. 

“Tl be joining Chelsea 
as soon as we have 
agreed personal terms. 
It's like a dream come 
true.” 


@ Little Grantham are 
rapidly becoming the 
Liverpool of non-League 
football thanks to player- 
manager MARTIN O'NEILL, 
who has persuaded fellow 


European Cup winners 
JOHN ROBERTSON and 
ALAN KENNEDY to join him 
in the town once voted “the 
most boring in Britain.” 
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BY PAUL 


Overseas Overview 


© Liverpool midfielder Steve McMahon gained a 
place in the England senior international squad for 


the first time when called 
against Israel. 


up for the recent game 


© Two uncapped players, John Collins (Hibernian) and 
John Colquhoun (Hearts), were included in the 20 man 
Scottish senior international squad for the recent game 
against Saudi Arabia which ended in a 2-2 draw. 

© Antonio Cabrini’s 400th appearance for Juventus 


could not have been much 


unhappier — the Zebras 


fost 0-2 at newly promoted Pescara. 
© English coach John Mortimore has been dismissed by 
struggling Spanish first division club Real Betis, seven 


months after being appointed. 


© Former Peruvian World Cup star Teofilo Cubillas, 
who will be 39 on March 8th, has come out of 
retirement to help Alianza Lima — the club that 
lost its entire first team squad in an air crash late 


last year. 


© The “Brazilian under-21” which completed a series of 
four games against the New Zealand All Whites yester- 
day, was, it now transpires, a “under-19 selection”. 
Out of the 22 man party, only one player — Gremio’s 
Sergio de Appis Moreira, is a first team regular for his 


club. 


¢ Nottingham Forest's directors have blocked the 
plans of their manager Brian Clough to become 
Welsh national team coach on a part-time basis. 


The Forest chiefs decreed 


that Clough would not 


be able to do justice to both jobs at the same time. 
¢ Belgian League Champions Anderlecht won their 
country’s Super Cup by defeating domestic Cup holders 
Mechelen 3-1 on aggregate over two legs. 


© The draw for the semi- 
finals of England’s Lit- 
tlewoods Cup is: Ever- 
ton v. Arsenal, Oxford 
United v. Luton Town. 
The ties will be decided 
over two legs in 
February. 

© The latest round of the + 
Italian Cup produced a 
couple of major surprises 
— AC Milan and Roma los- 
ing to Ascoli and Empoli 
respectively. 

e Dave Bassett, recently 
dismissed by English 
first division club Wat- 
ford, has been named 
new manager of second 
division side Sheffield 
United. 

e Real Madrid, Barcelona, 
Athletico Osasuna and 
holders Real Sociedad 
have advanced to the 
semi-finals of the Spanish 
Cup. 

e After having his much- 
publicised attempts to 
sell Watford to mil- 
lionalre publisher 
‘Robert Maxwell vetoed 
by the English League, 
pop star Elton John has 
stated he now wishes to 
retain his 98 percent 
stake In the club and 
stay on as “The Hor- 
nets” chairman. 

“ e Englishman Mike Smith 
has been re-instated as 
coach of the Egyptian 
national squad. He re- 
signed from the post last 
year for “personal 
reasons”’. 

e@ The Welsh federation 
have dismissed Mike Eng- 
land as national team 
coach. 


© Struggling Bundesliga 
club Schalke 04 have 
persuaded 43 year old 
former International de- 
fender Klaus Fichtel to 
come out of retirement 
and help them in their 
struggle against relega- 
tion. Fichtel won 23 caps 
for West Germany and 
Played for them in the 
1970 World Cup finals. 

e@ Keith Burkinshaw, the 
former Tottenham Hots- 
pur manager, has been 
sacked as coach of leading 
Portuguese club Sporting 
Lisbon. He served less 
than half of his 30 month 
contract. 


© USSR won the Jawa- 
harlal Nehru Gold Cup 
for the fourth time since 
the competition began 
In 1982 when defeating 
Poland 6-0 in the final at 
Siliguri, India. 

© Wlodek Lubanski, one of 
Poland’s finest ever in- 
ternational strikers, has 
been appointed each of 
Belgian first division club 
Lokeren. 

© Ambitious Espanol 
have asked permission 
to stage home games at 
Barcelona’s Olympic 
Stadium (being built for 
the 1992 Games), when it 
is completed. 

© Zambia joined Nigeria 
and Tunisia as Africa's 
representatives In the 
Olympic finals later this 
year when defeating 
Ghana 3-2 on aggregate 
over two legs in the final 
stage of the continent's 
qualifying series. 


UROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
FINALS DRAW FOR JUNE 


GROUP ONE: 
June 10th: West Germany v Italy (at Dusseldorf), 
June 11th: Denmark v Spain (at Hanover), 
June 14th: West Germany v Denmark 

(at Gelsenkirchen), 
June 17th: West Germany v Spain (at Munich), 
June, 17th: Italy vy Denmark (at Cologne). 


GROUP TWO: 

June 12th: England y Eire (at 
June 12th: 
June 15th: 


Stuttgart), 


England v Holland (at Dusseldorf), 


June 15th: Eire y USSR (at Hanover), 


June 18t 
June 18th: Eire v Holland (at 


SEMI FINALS: 


ingland v USSR (at Frankfurt), 


Gelsenkirchen). 


June 2ist: Winner of Group One v Runner up of Group 


Two (at Hamburg), 


June 22nd: Winner of Group Two v Runner up of 
Group One (at Stuttgart). 
FINAL: June 25th: (at Munich). 


Bobby Charlton — England's 
Bradman 


RECENT Australian 
visitor Bobby Charlton 
Is truly one of the 
greats of Soccer. 
Charlton’s parts in Eng- 
land’s 1969 World Cup 
success and Manchester 
United’s European Cham- 
pions’ Cup triumph two 
years later (the first by an 
English club) would have 
been sufficient to assure 
him a place in the affec- 
tions of every Soccer en- 
thusiast in the Old Dart. 


Add to this his physical 
and mental recovery from 
the 1958 Munich Air Crash 
that almost: killed him, re- 
cord-breaking 106 caps 
and 49 goals at senior inter- 
national level, an almost 
Perfect disciplinary record 
and an amiable personality 
and it is easy to understand 
why he is revered in his 
own country to the same 
degree as Sir Donald Brad- 
man amongst Australians. 


A native of Ashington, a 
Northumberland coal 
mining town, Charlton 
had already been capped 
at schoolboy international 
level when he joined Man- 
chester United as an 
apprentice in 1953 and 
turned professional on his 
17th birthday 11th 
October, 1954. 


His league debut came, 
appropniately, 


against 


COVENTRY are prepared 
to listen to offers for David 
Speedie, the Scotland 
striker they bought from 
Chelsea at the start of the 
season. 

Speedie has been no- 
thing short of a disaster 
since he joined last sea- 
son's FA Cup winners and 
offers over $1 million 
would almost certainly see 
him move on. 


STRUGGLING Second 
Division club Reading 
decided to give their 
players a _ mid-winter 
break from the never- 
ending rain that re- 
sulted in Britain's wet- 
test January for 40 
years. 

They took the players to 
Spain expecting a bit of 
sunshine. Instead it rained 
every day! 


Chartlon Athletic in 1956. 
He scored twice. 

One of the youngest 
members of the famed 
“Busby Babes”, the 
Geordie had madejust 25 
league appearances when 
he was involved in a hor- 
rendous plane crash at 
Munich, as United re- 
turned from a_ successful 
European Champions’ 
Cup game in Belgrade, 
that took the lives of eight 
teammates and pre- 
maturely terminated the 
playing careers of two 
others. 

His own injuries were 
relatively light; he was 
playing again within a 
month, but the psychologi- 
cal scars remained for a 
long time. 

After making an Eng- 
land senior team debut in 
April, 1958 against Scot- 
land and scoring three 
times in his first two out- 
ings, Charlton was dis- 
carded for that year’s 
World Cup finals (though 
travelling as a squad mem- 
ber). Later, England coach 
Walter Winterbottom was 
quoted as claiming: “I 
couldn’t possibly use him. 
He was still a nervous 
wreck — you could hear 
his knife and fork jangling 
when he ate!” 

Charlton became an 
England regular following 
the team’s dismal showing 


GEORGE WOOD, the 
transfer-listed Crystal 
Palace keeper, is to spend 
a month on loan at Cardiff. 


ELTON John has de- 
cided that instead of 
selling Watford to raise 
the four million dollars 
that he so clearly 
needs, he will keep the 
First Division club and 
sell the family silver 
instead. 

The rock star is to sell his 
art collection at Southebys 
in the spring at an auction 
which is expected tor aise 
close to six and half million 
dollars. 


GOALKEEPER Steve 
Hardwick will be axed 
from Oxford’s team for 
their League Cup semi- 
final against Luton after 
letting in seven goals 


in Sweden and remained 
one for twelve years. 


Recognition 

When the 1970 World 
Cup finals signalled the 
end of a glorious in- 
ternational career, he 
could count a string of 
well-earned honors _ in- 
cluding both England and 
Europe’s Footballer of the 
Year accolades, one of 
Britain's major civil 
awards; the Order of the 
British Empire, and a 
World Cup winners’ 
medal. 

The latter 
gave him the 
satisfaction. Chariton’s 
contribution to England 
Soccer’s finest hour was 
immense — he scored the 
crucial opening goal 
against Mexico after his 
team had completed two 
hours of the tournament 
without scoring, snatched 
two in the semi-final with 
Portugal and neutralised 
West Germany’s potential 
match winner, Franz 
Beckenbauer, in the final. 

For Manchester United, 


doubtless 
greatest 


he made 606 league 
appearances and scored 
198 goals. Both remain 


club records. 

He gained two English 
League Champions’ me- 
dals, one FA Cup winners’ 
medal and; when United 


The legendary Bobby Chariton tries a volley for England. 


MANAGER Terry Ven- 
ables is set to respond to 
Tottenham Hotspur’s 
FA Cup humillation at 
Port Vale by transfer- 


listing six players, 
Including five _inter- 
nationals. 

Former Argentine 
midfielder Ossie 
Ardiles, Belglan striker 
Nico Claesen, ex-Eng- 


‘land goalkeeper Ray 


Clemence, Dutch  in- 
ternational Johnny Met- 
god, Eire full-back Chris 
Hughton and left back 
Mitchell Thomas are 
likely to be told they can 
leave White Hart Lane. 
Venables, with no- 
thing to play for now this 
season, wants to con- 
centrate on restructur- 
Ing his team for next 
term but needs money to 
finance the program. 


that became nothing less 
than an obsession after 
Munich, a European 
Champions’ Cup winners’ 
medal. Charlton scored 
twice (one a rare headed 
goal), as the Red Devils 
overcame Benefica 4-1 on 
an unforgettable evening 
at Wembley Stadium. 


A crowd of 60,538 paid 
homage (and 92,000 tax 
free dollars) at Chartlon’s 
testimonial game against 
Glasgow Celtic in Septem- 
ber, 1972. He retired eight 
months later and became 
manager of Preston North 
End. 


Despite having three 
former United _team- 
mates, two Eire  in- 


ternationals and a young 
John Yzendoorn on their 
playing staff, Charlton’s 
Preston suffered relega- 
tion from Division Two at 
the end of the 1973-74 
season. 

In an effort to revive the 
famous old Lancashire 
club, the now 36-year-old 
made a comeback at the 
beginning of the next cam- 
Paign; adding 38 appear- 
ances and 8 goals to his 
overall league record be- 
fore a dispute with Pre- 
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ston’s directors prompted 
Charlton’s resignation. 


Never again was the 
long flowing run from deep 
midfield ending with a long 
range piledriver, which 
had become  Charlton’s 
hallmark, seen again in 
professional Soccer. After 
the Preston experience, he 
also turned his back per- 
manently on the rat race of 
Soccer management. 


Striking Record 


It is often said that 
Charlton was not a great 
goalscorer, but a scorer of 
great goals, 


While it is true that a fair 
proportion of his success- 
ful strikes were spectacu- 
lar efforts, he could also 
put away the “bread and 
butter” goals as efficiently 
as anyone and there have 
been few better passers of 
the ball than him. He was 
equally capable occupying 
any position of an old 
fashioned forward line 
except right winger. 


Another popular myth 
about Charlton is the many 
times repeated “fact” of 
him completing his career 
without a single caution. In 
truth, he received two 
bookings — and one of 
these was for pointing out 
to a referee that an opposi- 
tion defensive wall was not 
ten yards away from the 
ball at a free kick. 


In recent years, Charl- 
ton has been running a 
very successful _ travel 
agency and one of the most 
popular children’s football 
schools in Europe. When 
free of his business com- 
mitments, he often acts as 
an unofficial roving 
ambassador for Soccer, 
along with a handful of 
other “living legends”’. 


He was one of six in- 
ternational Soccer perso- 
nalities presented with the 
FIFA Award when the 
world body celebrated its 
80th anniversary in 1984, 

While in Melbourne 
Charlton passed on his ex- 
pertise at coaching clinics 
for boys between the ages 
of 10 and 16. 
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